
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Starting a Home Based Business in Park Forest 
Home based businesses are restricted to only one employee other than family residing on premises with not more than 25% of floor area of dwelling unit used for business.   

No change to outside building appearance associated with business can be displayed and/or stored outdoors.  
The business shall be conducted entirely within the building and no sales of commodities on premises.   

Please refer to the full ordinance on our website per SECTION 118-43. 

 
 

Congratulations! 
We wish you well 

with your new 
business. 

IMPORTANT NOTES 
* Secure financing for the business.  (It is 
highly recommended a feasibility study 
and business plan be completed.)  
 
We encourage you to avoid the 
temptation of ignoring these 
regulatory details at the beginning.  
Doing so may save you time in the 
short term, but could become a 
significant obstacle as your business 
plans develop. 
 

Legend 
Business Owner 
Federal, State, or County Agencies 
Village of Park Forest Departments 

 
Renting 
house or 
apartment 
where 
business is 
located? 

House 
located in a  
Cooperative? Obtain letter of approval from 

management office or landlord. 
 

Yes 

No 

*Sole Proprietorship Register with County 
where your business is located to obtain an 
Assumed Name if your business name is other 
than your legal name 

 

*LLC/LLP/GP 
Register with the 
Secretary of State 

Choose a 
business 
structure that 
is best for you 

 

Complete Village of Park Forest business registration form 
 
 

Operating a day care? 

Successfully complete Food 
Sanitation Course to obtain State of 

IL Food Service Sanitation Certificate 

Obtain a license with 
Department of Family Services 

Does your business 
require a professional 
license, such as barber, 
insurance, realtor, etc.? 

Complete required 
training and earn 

professional license 

Selling a product? 

Business Registration 
Certificate issued 

Pass an onsite Health inspection  

 

Application submitted to Water 
department for approval 

Yes No 

Is Business a day care or hair salon? 

Selling prepared food? 

Obtain a commercial 
kitchen lease  

Obtain permits 
from Building, 

Fire & Health to 
use less than 

25% of dwelling 
for commercial 

kitchen set-up in 
home.  

Is Business in-home commercial kitchen? 

Final inspection by Building, Fire & Health 

Complete IL Dept of 
Revenue Sales Tax Form 

Obtain a certificate of liability  

Providing a 
service? 


