
AGENDA 
 

RULES MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 

 
Village Hall     8:00 p.m.         May 26, 2009 
 
Roll Call 
 
 
1. Agreement for Architectural Services for Park Forest Aqua Center 
 
2. An Ordinance Amending Chapter 22 of the Village of Park Forest Related to Crime Free Housing  
 
3. A Resolution for the Modification and Memorialization of Easement Agreement between the 

Village of Park Forest and the Housing Authority of the County of Cook (HACC) 
 
4. An Ordinance Amending Chapter 18 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”) by Adding a New 

Article VI – Vacant Buildings 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor’s Comments 
 
Manager’s Comments 
 
Trustee’s Comments 
 
Attorney’s Comments 
 
Audience to Visitors 
 
Adjournment 

 
 
 

  Agenda Items are Available in the Lobby of Village Hall 



 
 
 

AGENDA BRIEFING 
 
DATE: May 13, 2009 
 
TO:  President Ostenburg 
  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: John Joyce 
  Director of Recreation & Parks 
 
RE: Agreement for Architectural Services Park Forest Aqua Center  
 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
In July of 2008 the Recreation & Parks staff submitted a grant application through the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources Open Space Land Acquisition and Development Program for 
major renovation at the bathhouse and concession stand at the Aqua Center.  On Monday, May 
11th we were informed by IDNR staff that our application was funded.  The grant award is 
$400,000 and requires a 50% match for a total project budget of $800,000.  A major element of 
the project is remodeling of the bathhouse to provide all new plumbing and dressing facilities, 
relocation of the existing concession operation to that space as well as a wide range of “green 
building” initiatives with the project.  Preliminary design of the project and cost estimates used 
in the application was prepared by the firm Cody/Braun & Associates, Inc. of Willowbrook, IL.   
 
Attached is a proposal for Cody/Braun to provide detail building plans, construction documents, 
assistance with bidding and construction administration on the project.  The proposed fee for this 
service is Eight Percent (8%) of the total construction cost.  While the total project budget is 
$800,000, the “construction cost” for purposes of this agreement will likely be less.  
Traditionally, the Village has undertaken a number of tasks related to the project with our own 
forces.  The more items we pull from the general contract, the less will be the Architects fee.  As 
the details plans are finalized for the project the exact amount of the “construction costs” will 
become clear.  
 
We would request a motion to approve an Architectural Services Agreement with the firm 
Cody/Braun and Associates.  In addition to the preliminary planning for this project, this firm 
was the lead designer on the Logan Park development project several years ago.  The fee for this 
service is reimbursable under the grant and the original amount paid to Cody/Braun will be 
requested for reimbursement as well. 
 
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:  This item will appear on the Agenda of the           
Rules Meeting and the Regular meeting on Tuesday, May 26, 2009 for your consideration. 
 



CODY/BRAUN & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Architects & Planners 
625 Plainfield Road – Willowbrook, Illinois 60527 – Phone: 630-325-1333 
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May 12, 2009 

 

Village of Park Forest 

350 Victory Drive 

Park Forest, Illinois 60466 

 

Re: Architectural Services for: 

 Redesign of the Park Forest Aquatic Center Bathhouse for 

 The Village of Park Forest 

 

Attn: Mr. John Joyce, Director of Recreation and Parks 

 

 

Dear John: 

 

I would first like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Village of Park Forest and the 

Recreation & Parks Department on receiving the OSLAD Grant for your Aquatic Center. And 

secondly I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for inviting Cody/Braun to submit a 

revised project schedule and proposal for the project. 

 

Project Schedule: 

 

 Cody/Braun Starts Construction Documents    05/27/09 

 Cody/Braun Completes Construction Documents   08/31/09 

 Apply for Village and IDPH Permits     09/01/09 

 Construction Documents Out to Bid     09/01/09 

 Prebid Meeting       09/17/09 

 Bids Due        09/24/09 

 Award of Contract by Village Board     09/28/09 

 Preconstruction Meeting      10/05/09 

 Start Construction       10/12/09 

 Substantial Completion/Final Walk Thru/Punch List   04/01/10 

 Final Completion       04/15/10 

 

Cody/Braun’s Proposal: 

 

Cody/Braun’s work will be broken down into four phases: Design Development, Construction 

Documents, Bidding and Construction Administration. The following is an explanation of each 

phase: 
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Design Development: 

 

This is the start of the construction documents which include not only the architectural portion of 

the project, but includes the mechanical, electrical, plumbing and structural engineering work. In 

this phase of the work, we start by doing a final review of all the required building codes and 

ADA standards for the project. We would also meet with the Owner to finalize the original 

program set up for the project, discuss what work may be done by the Village (If any) and what 

work may be added that was not in the original scope. After a final program is set, Cody/Braun 

would proceed with the construction documents for this phase of the work. When the drawings 

are approximately twenty five percent complete, we would review the project with the Owner to 

make sure everyone concurs with the designs. After the construction documents are 

approximately twenty five percent complete and the Owner agrees with the work, we would 

proceed into the next phase of the work. 

 

Construction Documents: 

 

This phase of the project is the completion of the construction documents that will be used to 

apply for building permits and used to bid to the contractors. The construction documents will 

include architectural, structural, mechanical, electrical and plumbing drawings along with the 

required written specifications. 

 

Bidding: 

 

In the Bidding Phase of the project, the drawings will be sent out to General Contractors for 

proposals due at a specified time and place. During the bidding process, Cody/Braun will answer 

any questions, attend and run the prebid meeting, issue addenda if required to clarify any 

questions and receive bids at the specified time and place. After bids are received, Cody/Braun 

will review the bids, meet with the two low bidders and make a recommendation to the Village 

Board. When a contractor is selected, Cody/Braun will prepare the required contracts for 

signature by the Contractor and the Village Board. 

 

Construction Administration: 

 

This phase of the work will start off with a preconstruction meeting with the Owner, Architect 

and the General Contractor and his subs. In this meeting we will discuss the schedule, pick a 

time for our weekly meetings, discuss how the work will proceed from demolition to completion 

and talk about payment schedules. During construction, Cody/Braun will visit the site a 

minimum of once per week generating a field report for the Owner’s and Contractor’s review. 

Cody/Braun will also review shop drawings, review payout requests and do a final walk thru at 

the end of the project. 
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As stated in our May 12, 2008 proposal, our fee to provide all of the above work would be Eight 

Percent (8%) of the total construction costs. Not included in the fee are the standard 

reimbursables such as drawing reproduction, material testing, renderings and topographies. 

 

If you elect to contract our office for the proposed work, we would provide an AIA B141 

Document – Standard Agreement Between Owner and Architect for review and signature. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office at any time. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cody/Braun & Associates, Inc. 
 

Jeffrey E. BraunJeffrey E. BraunJeffrey E. BraunJeffrey E. Braun    
 

______________________________  

Jeffrey E. Braun / President 
 





AGENDA BRIEFING 
 
TO:  Mayor Ostenburg,  
  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Thomas K. Mick,  

Village Manager 
 
DATE: May 11, 2009 
 
RE: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 22 OF THE VILLAGE OF 

PARK FOREST CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATED TO CRIME FREE 
HOUSING 

 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
The Village’s Troubled Building and Property Task Force has worked with Village Prosecutor 
Jason Danielian to draft minor changes to the established Crime Free Housing Ordinance.  These 
changes are the result of administering the Ordinance over its first year of existence and in many 
respects are deemed to be ‘housekeeping’ measures.  The attached ordinance details those items 
proposed to be added or deleted from existing Village code.    
 
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION: 
This item will appear on the agenda of the Tuesday, May 26, 2009 Rules and Regular Board 
Meetings for Board discussion and consideration of approval at FINAL READING.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ORDINANCE No. _____ 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 22 OF THE VILLAGE OF  

PARK FOREST CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATED TO CRIME FREE HOUSING 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE 
OF PARK FOREST, COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS, an Illinois Municipal 
Corporation, a home rule unit of local government in the exercise of its home rule powers, that 
the Code of Ordinances of the Village of Park Forest be amended as follows: 
 
Section I.  
Chapter 22 of the Village of Park Forest Code of Ordinances is hereby amended as follows: 

 
DIVISION 14.  CRIME-FREE HOUSING 
 
Sec. 22-473.  Crime-free housing. 
 
(a)   License requirement.  No person, corporation, partnership or other business entity, 
condominium, townhouse, cooperative membership association or homeowners' association shall 
engage in the business of renting any dwelling unit to the public, the operation of a rental 
dwelling unit, rooming house or rooming unit unless a valid residential rental license has been 
issued by the village for the specific location. A dwelling unit may not be rented and no new 
lease may be entered into and no lease may be renewed until a license is secured pursuant to this 
section, or while a license is suspended or revoked.  Furthermore, any residential real 
property that is not owner occupied shall be subject to this ordinance.   
 
(b)   Exception.  The licensing requirement pursuant to this section shall not apply to group 
homes governed by the Specialized Living Centers Act, 405 ILCS 25/1, et seq., dealing with the 
developmentally disabled, or to other similar uses governed by state or federal laws, rules or 
regulations.   
 
(c)   Application.  The application for a residential rental license shall be made in the name of the 
legal owner of the premises to be rented, and shall be submitted to the village on a form to be 
provided by the village. The application shall identify the location of the property; the name, 
address and telephone number(s) of the owner; the name, address and 24-hour telephone 
number(s) of the manager or custodian of the property; the owner's agent for service of process; 
and such other information as the village may reasonably require. Every applicant shall be given 
a packet of materials containing the following: a public safety/crime prevention inspection 
checklist; a crime-free housing lease addendum; a letter to tenant; a current crime-free housing 
seminar schedule; and the village's crime-free housing contact information.   
 
(d)   License fee.  The annual fee for a residential rental license shall be paid at the time of 
application as follows:   
 
 (1)   One unit or single-family residence . . . $75.00 



 (2)   Two to ten units . . . 125.00 
 (3)   Eleven to 19 units . . . 175.00 
 (4)   Twenty or more units . . . 225.00 
 
The fee for licenses issued during a calendar year shall be pro-rated. Neither the sale of a 
property, nor the suspension or revocation of a license, shall entitle an applicant to a refund of 
any license fee. 
 
(e)   Term of license.  A residential rental license shall be issued for a period of one calendar 
year. All licenses shall expire on December 31 June 30 next after issuance.   
 
(f)   Renewal; re-issuance.  Application for renewal of a residential rental license shall be made 
in the same manner as for a new license. Application for renewal must be made within 60 days 
prior to the expiration of the present license. Each new owner of a rental dwelling must obtain a 
new license. No license shall be transferable. Such license shall be applied for and obtained prior 
to a new owner closing on the purchase and sale of a rental dwelling unit. Failure to apply for a 
new license by a subsequent owner shall result in the revocation of the current license.   
 
(g)   Pre-issuance, public safety/crime prevention.  No residential rental license shall be issued or 
renewed unless the rental dwelling unit, along with its common areas and appurtenances has 
undergone a public safety/crime prevention inspection. Rental dwelling units that undergo a 
change in ownership shall be subject to a rental dwelling unit public safety/crime prevention 
inspection, notwithstanding any other required inspection as a condition precedent to transfer of 
title or otherwise as set forth under and pursuant to chapter 18 of this Code. The owner shall be 
provided with an inspection report describing any condition that fails to meet the public 
safety/crime prevention guidelines and shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to correct such 
conditions. In the event that more than two follow-up inspections are required to determine 
compliance, the owner shall pay an additional inspection service charge of $100.00 for each 
additional inspection. Payment of said service charge must be made in full prior to the issuance 
of a license. Failure to correct said conditions shall result in a suspension or revocation of an 
existing license or, in the case of a new license application, the denial of a license application or 
a revocation.   
 
(h)   Periodic inspection.  Every rental dwelling unit subject to this section, along with its 
common areas and appurtenances, shall be subject to periodic public safety/crime prevention 
inspections by the village at reasonable times and in a reasonable manner to ensure continuing 
compliance with this section and with all applicable laws, rules and regulations. Whenever it 
appears pursuant to an inspection or otherwise that conditions or practices exist that violate the 
provisions of this section or any applicable laws, rules regulations, the village shall serve written 
notice upon a licensee of such violation, providing for what action is necessary to correct the 
violation and a time by which the violation must be corrected. Violations not corrected within the 
time set forth in the written notice shall result in a residential rental license suspension or 
revocation.   
 
(i)   Crime-free housing seminar.  All persons applying for a residential rental license and all 
persons who administer, manage, or control the operation of any rental dwelling unit must attend 



a crime-free housing seminar, administered by the Park Forest Police Department or by any 
other approved municipal agency within three months of application for residential rental 
license. In the event that a seminar is not available prior to a license otherwise being issued, 
a conditional license may be issued, subject to attendance within a three-month period 
from the time of issuance of the conditional issuance. In the event that a seminar is not 
attended within said three-month period, the residential rental license shall be void denied, 
suspended or revoked. If a property owner hires, changes, replaces or adds any person or persons 
to administer, manage or control the operation of a rental dwelling unit, the village shall be 
notified upon said change and that person or persons must attend the crime-free housing seminar 
within three months of said change. Failure to do so shall result in the suspension or revocation 
of a residential rental license. All persons who are issued a residential rental license and all 
persons who administer, manage or control the operation of any rental dwelling unit shall attend 
the seminar every three years. Failure to do so shall result in a suspension or revocation of a 
residential rental license.   
 
(j)   Attendance records.  The chief of police shall designate a crime-free housing coordinator, 
who shall maintain a list of those persons who have attended a crime-free housing seminar, the 
date of attendance and verification that the owner, agent or designee is eligible to obtain, 
maintain or renew a residential rental license.   
 
(k)   Crime-free lease agreement addendum.  Every cooperative housing agreement, lease, 
renewal of lease or other such agreement for the rent or lease of any residential property shall 
include the following language:   
 
"In addition to all other terms of the lease, landlord and tenant agree as follows: 
The tenant, any member of the tenant's household, any guest or any other person or persons 
associated with the tenant or his or her household, common areas or appurtenances: 
1.   Shall not engage in any quasi-criminal or criminal activity as defined by local, state or 
federal law; 
2.   Shall not engage in any act intended to facilitate any quasi-criminal or criminal activity 
and/or obstruct or resist law enforcement against criminal activity; 
3.   Shall not permit and/or allow the dwelling unit, common areas or appurtenances to be used 
for or facilitate any quasi-criminal or criminal activity as defined by local, state of federal law. 
Should the tenant, any member of the tenant's household, any guest or any other person or 
persons associated with the tenant or his or her household, common areas or appurtenances 
violate any provisions stated herein, such a violation shall constitute material noncompliance 
with this lease and shall further constitute grounds for termination of tenancy and eviction.” 
 
(l)   Transfer of leasehold, tenancy at will.  Upon transfer of ownership of any residential 
property through which any rental and/or lease agreement is in existence, the new owner shall 
make a reasonable request upon existing tenants or renters to enter into and incorporate into the 
existing lease the crime-free lease addendum set forth above for the remaining term of such in 
existing rental and/or lease agreement. The failure to or unwillingness to enter into such 
addendum by the existing tenants, renters and the like shall not preclude the owner from availing 
himself or herself of the remedies set forth therein should the existing tenant, renter and the like 
violate any provision of this section.   



 
The landlord of every leasehold or owner of any residence for which no written lease 
agreement exists (tenancy at will), including but not limited to a month-to-month leasehold, shall 
require a tenant at will  or any other non-owner occupant to enter into crime-free lease 
addendum set forth above, in writing, within 60 days after having received a conditional license. 
 
(m)   Violation of crime-free lease addendum.  It shall be unlawful for residential property 
owner, administrator, manager or person in control of the operation of any rental dwelling unit to 
permit any tenant person to occupy any residential rental property in violation of any provision 
of the crime-free lease addendum set forth above.   
 
(n)   Administrative adjudication of violations.  Any violation of this section shall be subject to 
adjudication pursuant to the provisions of chapter 2 (administration), article VII (administrative 
adjudication of violations of village ordinances) of this Code, unless as specifically provided for 
in this section.   
 
(o)   Appeal; reinstatement of license.  Any person whose residential rental license has been 
denied, suspended or revoked shall be entitled to an adjudication hearing pursuant to the 
provisions of chapter 2 (administration), article VII (administrative adjudication of violations of 
village ordinances) of this Code. Notice of said appeal shall be made in writing and shall be filed 
with the village manager within 15 days following the denial, issuance of a suspension or 
revocation. If, in the case of an inspection violation-related suspension or revocation, the village 
finds upon a re-inspection that the violations have been corrected and the rental dwelling unit is 
in compliance, the suspension of an existing license shall be rescinded, or, in the case of a new 
license application, the denial, imposition of a suspension or revocation shall be lifted and a 
license shall be issued.   
 
(p)   Penalties.  Any person whose residential rental license has been suspended or revoked 
shall be deemed to be in violation of this section and shall be subject to any of the 
following:   
  Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance, including but not 
limited to any person who has failed to obtain a license or whose license has been denied, 
suspended or revoked, shall be subject to any of the following: 
 
 (1)   A fine in an amount of not less than $250.00 and no more than $1,500.00, per unit 
for each day the violation exits; 
 
 (2)   Any and all civil remedies available to the village, including any and all injunctive 
remedies, that a court of competent jurisdiction may impose; 
  
 (3)   The posting of a placard(s) by the village on any portion of a property containing a 
residential dwelling unit that provides that the license has been suspended or revoked and that no 
new leases may be entered into and no leases may be renewed until the proper license is secured. 
A placard may only be removed by the village upon full compliance with this section. 
 



(q)   Removal or defacing of a placard.  No person shall deface or remove a placard posted 
pursuant to this section. The defacement or unauthorized removal of a placard by any person 
shall be subject to a fine in an amount not less than $250.00 and no more than $1,500.00, for 
each day said placard remains in a defaced condition or is removed.   
 
 SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall be in full force and take effect upon its passage, 
approval and publication as provided by law. 
 
  
Passed this __________ day of __________________, 2009.   
 
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________   ________________________________ 
MAYOR       VILLAGE CLERK 









































AGENDA BRIEFING 
 
DATE: May 11, 2009 
 
TO:  Mayor John A Ostenburg 
  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Lawrence G. Kerestes, Director of Community Development 
  Paul L. Stephanides, Village Attorney 
 
RE: Proposed Vacant Building Ordinance 
 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
This memorandum addresses the proposed Vacant Buildings Ordinance, which creates a new 
Article VI (“Vacant Buildings”) to Chapter 18 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”) to the 
Code of Ordinances, Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois (“Village 
Code”). 
The rise in the number of foreclosed houses and buildings has resulted in homes and 
buildings that are left empty and vacant.  These homes and building are frequently retaken by 
banks and large financial and real estate institutions that have little to no connection to the 
Village in which they own property making enforcement of the building and sanitary codes 
very difficult. Furthermore, the homes sit empty for months or years at a time awaiting 
foreclosure sale, often creating an unattractive public nuisance.  
 
In an effort to increase mortgage lender accountability and because of the number of 
foreclosures and the difficulty of tracking down the owner or person responsible for the 
condition of the property, it is proposed that the Village adopt a vacant building ordinance to 
address these issues. Many other municipalities across the country have adopted such 
ordinances, including in Illinois, the cities of Chicago, Champaign, Evanston, Kankakee, 
Normal and Waukegan, and the Villages of Alsip, Bellwood, Hinsdale, Oak Forest and 
Riverdale.  A list of such municipalities can be provided.   
 
The Ordinance would require all property owners, including lenders, trustees and service 
companies, to register and properly maintain vacant properties as defined in the Ordinance. 
Properties must be maintained in accordance with the relevant sanitary codes, building codes 
and local regulations concerning external and/or visible maintenance. 
 
The Ordinance will provide a point of contact in case the property becomes a public 
nuisance, and may encourage the owner to devise a timely rehabilitation plan by imposing a 
registration requirement with the Village for an owner’s vacant building.  Also included in 
the Ordinance is proposed $200 annual registration  fee to help cover the estimated costs for 
the Village to monitor, inspect, and re-inspect the property routinely.  The yearly fee will 
also act as an incentive for building owners to maintain their buildings.   
 



Property owners who do not meet the registration requirements will not be eligible for a 
Village real estate transfer tax stamp and unpaid fees will be a lien on their property.   In 
addition, a person found to be in violation of the Ordinance will be subject to a minimum 
fine of $100 per day per violation to a maximum of $750.   
 
Property owners will be required to submit to the Village a vacant building plan, which 
would include the owner’s plan to maintain and secure the property and a plan of action, with 
a time schedule, identifying the date the building will be habitable and occupied or offered 
for occupancy or sale.  The plan subject to Village approval.  Owners must maintain property 
insurance for their properties while they remain vacant and must notify the Village of any 
changes in their registration, including a change in ownership, within 15 days.  The 
Ordinance will be enforced by the Village’s Department of Community Development. 
 
The ordinance will help improve the quality of life in neighborhoods by holding vacant 
property owners responsible for their properties. Vacant properties pose public safety 
problems and can also lead to crime problems in neighborhoods.  Neighborhoods should not 
suffer the blight of these buildings because of irresponsible property owners. If homes are 
abandoned and left unsecured, the building is at risk of damage from the elements or by 
vandals, thereby leading to deteriorating conditions.  The Ordinance will require owners to 
maintain homes so that viable properties are not allowed to deteriorate and the value of 
adjacent properties is not adversely impacted.  
 
Please let us know if there are any further questions. 
 
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:  This item will appear on the Agenda of the Rules 
meeting of May 26, 2009 for your consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



ORDINANCE NO.    
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 18 (“BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS”), 
OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES  

OF THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 
BY ADDING A NEW ARTICLE VI (“VACANT BUILDINGS”)  

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village of Park Forest (“Village”) have the 

authority to adopt ordinances and to promulgate rules and regulations that pertain to its government and affairs 
and protect the public health, safety, and welfare of its citizens pursuant to the Village’s home rule authority 
under Article VII, Section 6(a) of the 1970 Illinois Constitution; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Village further has the authority pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-60-2 (2008) to define, 
prevent, and abate nuisances; and 
 

WHEREAS, the definition, prohibition, and abatement of public nuisances pertains to the government 
and affairs of the Village; and 
 

WHEREAS, buildings that are indefinitely vacant or indefinitely vacant and in a state of disrepair are 
public nuisances in that they contribute to the decrease in value of surrounding properties, precipitate 
disinvestment by neighboring owners, provide a location for criminal activity, undermine the aesthetic 
character of the neighborhood and the Village, and have other undesirable effects; and 

 
WHEREAS, allowing certain buildings to remain indefinitely vacant even in the absence of Code 

violations or securing is detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare; unreasonably interferes with the 
reasonable and lawful use and enjoyment of other premises within the neighborhood; may pose an 
extraordinary danger to police officers or firefighters entering the premises in time of emergency; and detract 
from the appearance and good order of the neighborhood; and  

 
WHEREAS, registration of vacant properties and implementation of a maintenance plan will 

discourage property owners from allowing their properties to remain indefinitely vacant and/or in a state of 
disrepair and will thereby provide a basis for the return of vacant properties to the housing stock; and  
 

WHEREAS, the abatement of public nuisances caused by vacant buildings, and the repair and 
rehabilitation of vacant buildings and their subsequent occupancy is in the best interests of the citizens of the 
Village; and 

 
WHEREAS, an ordinance providing for the declaration of vacant buildings as a public nuisance and 

providing for their abatement is a means for the Village to use in maintaining sanitation and health standards, 
preventing crime, and avoiding fire, health, and safety hazards and minimizing or eliminating the effect such 
buildings have on the personal and economic well-being of the neighborhood; and  

WHEREAS, registration of vacant buildings will discourage their owners from allowing buildings to 
remain indefinitely vacant or indefinitely vacant and in a state of disrepair and will thereby provide a basis for 
the return of vacant buildings to occupancy; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Village’s Code of Ordinances at Chapter 18 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”) 

contains the building and property maintenance regulations of the Village; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees find that Chapter 18 of the Code of Ordinances should 

be amended to add a new Article VI (“Vacant Buildings”) to address vacant buildings, both residential and 
commercial, in the Village. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village of 
Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, in the exercise of the Village’s home rule powers, as follows: 
 



Section 1.   Recitals Incorporated.  The recitals set forth above constitute a material part of this 
Ordinance as if set forth in their entirety in this Section 1. 

 
Section 2.  Code of Ordinances Amended.  Chapter 18 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”)  of 

the Code of Ordinance of the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, is amended by adding a 
new Article VI  (“Vacant Buildings”) to read as follows: 

 
ARTICLE VI.  VACANT BUILDINGS. 
 
Sec. 18-500.  Declaration of policy. 
 
The purpose of this article is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare by enactment of 
this article which: 

 
(1) Establishes a program for identification, registration, and regulation of buildings 
which are or become vacant on and after the effective date of this article. 

 
(2) Determines the responsibilities of owners of vacant buildings. 

 
(3) Provides for administration, enforcement, including abatement of public nuisances, 
and imposition of penalties. 

 
This article shall be construed liberally to affect its purposes. 
 
Sec. 18-501.  Other ordinances. 
 
This article shall not be construed to prevent the enforcement of other applicable ordinances, 
codes, legislation, and regulations which prescribe standards other than are provided herein, 
and in the event of conflict, the most restrictive standard shall apply. 
Sec. 18-502.  Definitions. 
 
For the purpose of this article, and the interpretation and enforcement thereof, the following 
terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall have the meanings given herein, unless the 
context in which they are used shall indicate otherwise.  When not inconsistent with the 
context, words used in the present tense include the future, words in the singular number 
include the plural number, and words in the plural number include the singular number.  The 
words “shall” and “will” are mandatory and “may” is permissive.  Words not defined shall be 
given their common and ordinary meaning.   
 
Building means any structure occupied or intended for supporting or sheltering any 
occupancy. 
 
Building commissioner means the building commissioner as defined in this chapter or the 
building commissioner’s designee. 
 
Owner means any person, agent, operator, firm, or corporation having a legal or equitable 
interest in a building; or recorded in the official records of the state, county, or village as 
holding title to the building or the premises upon which a building sits; or otherwise having 
charge, care or control of a building or premises, including the guardian of the estate of any 
such person, the executor or administrator of the estate of such person if ordered to take 
possession of real property by a court; or any person or agent maintaining, operating or 
collecting rent for any vacant building. 
 
Person means an individual, corporation, partnership, or other entity or group acting as a unit. 
 



Premises means a lot, plot, parcel of land, easement or public way, including any structure or 
building thereon. 
 
Public nuisance includes the following: 
 
(1) The physical condition, or uses of any building regarded as a public nuisance at 
common law, under the Illinois Compiled Statutes, or this Code; or 
 
(2) Any physical condition, use or occupancy or any building or its appurtenances 
considered an attractive nuisance to children, including, but not limited to, abandoned wells, 
shafts, basements, excavations, and unsafe fences or structures; or 
 
(3) Any building which has unsanitary sewerage or plumbing facilities; or 
 
(4) Any building designed by the building commissioner as unsafe for human habitation 
or use; or 
 
(5) Any building which is manifestly capable of being a fire hazard, or manifestly 
unsafe or insecure as to endanger life, limb or property; or 
 
(6) Any building which is unsanitary, or which is littered with rubbish or garbage, or 
which has an uncontrolled growth of weeds; or  
 
(7) Any building that is dangerous, in a state of dilapidation, deterioration or decay; 
faulty construction; open or vacant and the doors, windows, or other openings are secured by 
any means other than conventional methods used in the design of the building or permitted 
for new construction of similar type; damaged by fire to the extent as not to provide shelter, 
in danger of collapse or failure and dangerous to anyone on or near the premises. 
 
Secured building means a building which has had, in a manner intended to be temporary or 
permanent, any or all openings, which openings are windows or doors which were present for 
the purpose of light, ventilation or egress, material permitted pursuant to this Code affixed to 
such openings, from the interior or exterior of the building, for the purpose of securing or 
preventing access or damage to the building or its components.    
 
Unoccupied building means an abandoned building or portion thereof which lacks the 
habitual presence of human beings who have a legal right to be on the premises, including 
buildings ordered vacated by the building commissioner pursuant to authority granted to the 
building commissioner by this Code. 
 
Vacant building means a building or portion of a building which is: 
 
(1) Unoccupied and unsecured; or 
 
(2) Unoccupied and a dangerous structure; or 
 
(3) Unoccupied and condemned by the building commissioner pursuant to applicable 
law; or  
 
(4) Unoccupied and has multiple Code violations; or 
 
(5) A multi-family residential property containing five (5) or more building units shall 
be considered vacant when substantially all of the building units are unoccupied. 
 



A vacant building shall not include unoccupied buildings which are undergoing construction, 
renovation, or rehabilitation and which are in compliance with all applicable village 
ordinances, codes, and regulations, and for which construction, renovation or rehabilitation is 
proceeding diligently to completion, or a building that has been used as a residence by a 
person entitled to possession for a period of at least three (3) months within a previous nine 
(9) month period and a person entitled to possession intends to resume residing at the 
property.   
 
Sec. 18-503.  Determination. 
 
(a) The building commissioner may determine, at his or her discretion, that a building is 
a “vacant building” within the meaning of section 18-502 of this article.  For buildings the 
building commissioner determines to be “vacant buildings,” the building commissioner shall, 
within seven (7) days of making that determination, send notice of the written determination 
with the factual findings to the last taxpayer of record listed on the most recent Cook County 
or Will County tax roll.  Said notice of determination shall be sent first class United States 
mail, with property postage prepaid.  Failure of delivery shall not excuse a person from 
complying with this article. The building commissioner may personally serve or cause 
personal service of the notice of determination.  Any person making such service shall 
execute an affidavit attesting to the facts of service.  The building commissioner shall 
maintain an affidavit of such mailing for each notice of determination sent pursuant to this 
section. 
 
(b) The notice served pursuant to this section may specify a date and time on which the 
owner shall allow for a code compliance inspection of the interior of the vacant building to 
determine the extent of compliance with village property, building codes, health, fire, water 
and sewer codes.  The village shall provide any inspection report to the owner within thirty 
(30) days. 
 
(c) The notice served pursuant to this section shall contain a statement of the obligations 
of the owner of a building determined to be a vacant building, a copy of the registration form 
the owner is required to file pursuant to section 18-506 of this article, and a notice of the 
owner’s right to appeal the building commissioner’s determination. 
 
Sec. 18-504.  Appeal of determination.  
 
(a) An owner of a building determined by the building commissioner to be a vacant 
building as provided for in section 18-502 of this article may appeal that determination to the 
zoning board of appeals.  Such appeal shall be in writing and shall be filed with the village 
board within fifteen (15) days of the date of mailing of the notice of determination.  The filing 
of an appeal stays the owner’s obligation to register a building as required by this article.  The 
appeal shall contain a complete statement of the reasons the owner disputes the building 
commissioner’s determination, shall set forth specific facts in support thereof, and shall 
include all evidence the owner relies upon to support the appeal.  The zoning board of appeals 
shall decide the appeal on the basis of facts presented by the owner in the written appeal and 
the building commissioner’s written determination. 
 
(b) The burden is upon the owner to present sufficient evidence to show that had the 
evidence been known to the building commissioner at the time the building commissioner 
made the determination, the building commissioner would more likely than not have 
determined that the subject building was not a “vacant building” within the meaning of this 
section 18-502. 
 
(c) The zoning board of appeals shall send written notice of its decision to the owner 
within thirty (30) days of its receipt of the appeal.  The village board may, but is not required 



to, seek additional information from the owner.  The zoning board of appeals may, upon 
written notice thereof to the owner, take no more than fifteen (15) additional days to decide 
the appeal if the owner determines that such additional time is required for consideration of 
the appeal. 
 
(d) An owner who wishes to challenge the applicability of this article to a vacant 
building without the building commissioner’s determination having been made shall set forth 
specific facts to support nonapplicability in writing to the building commissioner.  In the 
event the building commissioner determines that the subject building is a “vacant building” as 
defined in section 18-502, the owner shall have the right to appeal the building 
commissioner’s determination to the village board as provided for herein. 
 
Sec. 18-505.  Obligation to register vacant buildings.   
 
(a) The owner of a building who knows, or from all the facts and circumstances should 
know, that the owner’s building is or has become a “vacant building” as defined in section 
18-502 after the effective date of this article or the owner of a building, which the building 
commissioner determines at any time to be a “vacant building” as defined in section 18-502, 
or the owner of a building whose appeal from the building commissioner’s determination has 
been denied by the village board shall register the building pursuant to section 18-506 within 
sixty (60) days after either the date of the building commissioner’s notice of determination or 
occurrence of the facts which would cause a reasonable person to believe that the building 
was a “vacant building,” or denial of the appeal, whichever is applicable.  Registration does 
not exonerate the owner from compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances, including 
this article, nor does it preclude any of the actions the village is authorized to take pursuant to 
this article or elsewhere in this Code. 
 
(b) Each vacant building shall be registered pursuant to an executed and completed form 
provided by the building commissioner and filed with the building commissioner.   
 
(c) A registration for a vacant building shall be valid for a period of one (1) year from 
the date of registration.   
 
(d) An annual, nonprorated registration fee of two hundred dollars ($200.00) shall be 
required to register each vacant building.   
 
Sec. 18-506.  Registration requirements.   
 
The registration form required by this article shall include the name, street address, and 
telephone number of a natural person twenty-one (21) years of age or older, designated by the 
owner, as the authorized agent for receiving notices of Code violations and for receiving 
process in any court proceeding or administrative enforcement proceeding on behalf of such 
owner in connection with the enforcement of this Code.  Said person must maintain an office 
in Cook County or Will County, as applicable, or must actually reside within Cook County or 
Will County.  A street address is required; a post office box is not an acceptable address.  An 
owner who is a natural person and who meets the requirements of this section as to location 
of residence or office may designate himself or herself as agent.  By designating an 
authorized agent pursuant to this section, the owner consents to receive any and all notices of 
Code violations concerning the registered building and all process in any court proceeding or 
administrative enforcement proceeding brought to enforce this Code concerning the 
registered building by service of the notice or process on the authorized agent.  Any owner 
who fails to register a vacant building under the provisions of this section shall further be 
deemed to consent to receive, by posting at the building, any and all notices of Code 
violations and all process in an administrative proceeding brought to enforce Code provisions 
concerning the building.   



 
Sec. 18-507.  Changes in registration information.   
 
An owner shall notify the building commissioner within fifteen (15) days of any change in 
the registration information by filing an amended registration on a form provided by the 
building commissioner.  A new registration is required for any change in ownership 
whatsoever.  The registration shall be deemed prima facie proof of the statements therein 
contained in any administrative enforcement proceeding or court proceeding instituted by the 
village against the owner of the building.   
 
Sec. 18-508.  Renewal of registration.   
 
An owner shall be required to annually renew on the anniversary date of the first filing 
registration as long as the building remains vacant and shall pay the annual registration fee of 
two hundred dollars ($200) for each vacant building. 
 
Sec. 18-509.  Posting of notices. 
 
Service of notices sent or required to be sent pursuant to this article may be posted  on an 
applicable building if the owner fails to renew the registration if required, or maintain with 
the building commissioner the information required regarding the person designated to accept 
notice and service of process pursuant to section 18-506 of this article.  
  
Sec. 18-510.  Liability insurance. 
 
An owner of any vacant building must obtain liability insurance and maintain such insurance 
for as long as the building is vacant, and file evidence of such insurance with the building 
commissioner as follows:  for a vacant residential building of one (1) to three (3) units, 
$500,000 in coverage; for a vacant residential building of four (4) to eleven (11) units, 
$750,000 in coverage; for a vacant residential building of twelve (12) to forty-eight (48) 
units, $1,000,000 in coverage; for a vacant residential building of more than forty-eight (48) 
units, $2,000,000 in coverage; and for a vacant manufacturing, industrial, storage, or 
nonresidential commercial building, $2,000,000 in coverage.  Written notice shall be supplied 
to the building commissioner within thirty (30) days of any lapse, cancellation or change in 
the coverage required by this section.  An owner shall supply evidence of the insurance 
required by this section at any time upon the request of the building commissioner. 
 
Sec. 18-511.  Vacant building plan. 
 
At the time a building is registered as required herein, the owner shall submit a vacant 
building plan.  The building commissioner may prescribe a form for the plan.  If the owner 
fails to submit the plan as provided for by this section, the building commissioner may 
determine the plan.  At a minimum, the plan shall contain the following: 
 
(1) A plan of action to repair any doors, windows, or other openings which are secured 
by any means other than conventional methods used in the design of the building or permitted 
for new construction or similar type.  The proposed repair shall result in openings being 
secured by conventional methods used in the design of the building or by methods permitted 
for new construction of similar type with board removed.  Securing a building shall be 
accomplished with materials and methods permitted pursuant to this Code.  The owner shall 
maintain the building in an enclosed and secure state so that is a secured building as defined 
pursuant to this article until the building is reoccupied or made available for immediate 
occupancy.  If the owner demonstrates that securing of the building will provide adequate 
protection to the public, the building commissioner may waive the requirement of an 
enclosure. 



 
(2) For buildings and premises thereof which are determined by the building 
commissioner as being or containing public nuisances, as defined in section 18-502 of this 
article, then the vacant building plan shall contain a plan of action to remedy such public 
nuisance(s). 
 
(3) A time schedule identifying a date of commencement of repair and date of 
completion of repair for each improperly secured opening and nuisance identified by the 
building commissioner. 
 
(4) When the owner proposes to demolish the vacant building, then the owner shall 
submit a plan and time schedule for such demolition. 
 
(5) A plan of action to maintain the building and premises thereof in conformance with 
this article. 
 
(6) A plan of action, with a time schedule, identifying the date the building will be 
habitable and occupied or offered for occupancy or sale.  The time schedule shall include 
date(s) of commencement and completion of all actions required to achieve habitability.  No 
plan which provides for compliance with this article or, which will not, as determined by the 
building commissioner, achieve such compliance, within six (6) months, in the case of a 
vacant and secured building, and two (2) years, in the case of a vacant and unsecured building 
will be approved. 
 
Sec. 18-512.  Approval of plan.   
 
(a) Review of building plan.  The building commissioner shall review the proposed 
vacant building plan required by section 18-511 in accordance with the standards below.  The 
building commissioner shall send notice to the owner of the vacant building of the building 
commissioner’s determination. 
 
(b) Standards for plan approval.  In considering the appropriateness of a vacant 
building plan, the building commissioner shall include the following in the building 
commissioner’s consideration and shall make written findings as to each: 
 
(1) The purposes of this section 18-512 and intent of the village to minimize the time a 
building is secured or otherwise vacant. 
 
(2) The effect of the building and the proposed plan on adjoining property. 
 
(3) The length of time the building has been vacant. 
 
(4) The presence of any public nuisances on the premises. 
 
(5) The likelihood that the plan or portions(s) thereof will prevent or ameliorate the 
condition it is designed to address. 
 
Sec. 18-513.  Authority to modify plan.   
 
The building commissioner shall, upon notice to the vacant building owner, have the right to 
modify the vacant building plan by modifying the dates of performance, the proposed 
methods of action, or by imposing additional requirements consistent with this article that the 
building commissioner deems necessary to protect the public health, safety, or welfare. 
 



Sec. 18-514.  Failure to comply with plan.   
 
Failure to have an approved vacant building plan as required by section 18-512 within thirty 
(30) days of filing the registration form or failure to comply with the approved plan shall 
constitute a violation of this article subjecting the owner of the building to penalties as 
provided in this article and to any remedies the village may avail itself of as provided for 
herein and elsewhere in this Code, including, but limited to, an action to compel correction of 
property maintenance violations. 
 
Sec. 18-515.  Owner responsibility to secure a vacant building; signage.   
 
(a) Enclosure of vacant building.  An owner of any vacant building shall within thirty 
(30) days of the building becoming vacant enclose and secure the building so that it is a 
secured building as defined pursuant to this article and maintain the building in a secure and 
closed condition until the building is no longer a vacant building as defined herein.   
 
(b) Security guard service.  On written notice of the building commissioner, an owner of 
any vacant building shall provide bonded, licenses, and insured security guard service at the 
building between the hours of three o’clock (3:00) P.M. and eight o’clock (8:00) A.M.  Such 
service shall remain in place until the building commissioner gives written notice that the 
service is no longer required.  Such service shall be required when the building commissioner 
makes a written determination that the vacant building constitutes a fire hazard, is otherwise 
dangerous to human life or the public welfare, involves illegal or improper use, occupancy, or 
maintenance, under such conditions that securing the building are insufficient to prevent the 
actual or threatened harm. 
 
(c) Signage.  An owner of any vacant building must affix a sign to the building that 
provides the name, address and telephone number of the owner and the owner's authorized 
agent for the purpose of service of process.  The name, address and telephone number of a 
person responsible for day-to-day supervision and management of the building, if such person 
is different from the owner holding title or authorized agent, shall also be set forth on the 
sign. The sign shall be of a size and placed in such a location so as to be legible from the 
nearest public street or sidewalk, whichever is nearer.  The sign shall be in compliance with 
the village’s sign regulations as contained in Article VII of Chapter 118 of this Code, with the 
exception that no permit shall be required for the sign. 
 
Sec. 18-516.  Owner to maintain alarm and sprinkler systems. 
 
Whenever pursuant to this Code an owner is required to maintain an alarm and/or sprinkler 
system, the owner shall continue to be required to maintain said alarm and/or sprinkler system 
during all times that a building is vacant.  This shall include any and all necessary systems 
and appurtenances incident thereto to keep said alarm and/or sprinkler operable, including, 
but not limited to, source(s) of water, heat and/or electricity. 
 
Sec. 18-517.  Other enforcement.   
 
The registration of a vacant building shall not preclude action by the village to demolish or to 
take other action against the building pursuant to other provisions of this article, this Code, or 
other applicable laws or regulations.  All premises upon which unoccupied or vacant 
buildings are located and the exteriors shall at all times be maintained in compliance with this 
Code. 
 
Sec. 18-518.  Real estate transfer stamp.   
 



A premises upon which is situated a vacant building for which inspection fees or registration 
fees imposed pursuant to this article have not been paid in full is not eligible for a village real 
estate transfer tax stamp that would be required pursuant to article VII of chapter 98 of this 
Code, as amended.  Unpaid fees shall be a lien upon the property.  
 
Sec. 18-519.  Certification.   
 
A certificate of code compliance for vacant buildings issued by the village and payment in 
full of all fees imposed pursuant to this article are required prior to any occupancy of a vacant 
building. 
 
Sec. 18-520.  Securing of buildings.   
 
(a) A vacant building may not remain secured longer than six (6) months unless an 
extension of that time is part of a plan approved by the building commissioner. 
 
(b) A vacant building which is not secured and code compliant and for which securing is 
determined by the building commissioner on the basis of police reports, citizen complaints, 
and other information of other type considered reliable by reasonable persons, to not require 
securing to prevent unauthorized entry may not remain vacant for more than two (2) years 
without an approved plan for occupancy, sale, demolition, or other disposition of the 
building. 
 
Sec. 18-521.  Enforcement and penalties.   
 
(a) Any person found to have violated any provision of this article shall be subject to a 
minimum fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day per violation to a maximum of seven 
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00) per day per violation, in addition to any other legal or 
equitable remedies available to the village.  Such other remedies include, but are not limited 
to, injunctive relief, application to a court of competent jurisdiction for a receiver, demolition, 
or condemnation, contracting for the repair or purchase of the premises, or foreclosure of any 
lien the village may have thereon. 
 
(b) A separate and distinct offense shall be committed each day on which such person or 
persons shall violate any of the provisions of this article. 
 
(c) The village may enforce this article in its administrative adjudication system as set 
forth in article VII of chapter 2 of this Code, as amended, or through the circuit court. 
 
(d) Nothing herein contained shall prohibit the village form immediately condemning as 
provided for in this Code or applicable law a building or taking other immediate action upon 
a determination that the building is a public nuisance or poses an imminent danger to the 
occupants of the building, or the public, health, safety and welfare. 
 

    Section 5. Severability and Repeal of Inconsistent Ordinances.    If any provision of this 
Ordinance, or the application of any provision of this Ordinance, is held unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, 
such occurrence shall not affect other provisions of this Ordinance, or their application, that can be given effect 
without the unconstitutional or invalid provision or its application.  Each unconstitutional or invalid provision, 
or application of such provision, is severable, unless otherwise provided by this Ordinance.  All ordinances, 
resolutions or orders, or parts thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are to the extent of such 
conflict hereby repealed.   
 Section 6. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage and approval and publication as required by law. 
 
 PASSED this     day of   , 2009. 



 
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
____________________________    ________________________________ 
MAYOR      VILLAGE CLERK 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
350 Victory Drive - Park Forest - IL – 60466 

708.503.7703 
 

Vacant Building Registration Form 
 

Pursuant to Article VI - Vacant Building - Section 18-505 of the Village of Park Forest Municipal Code, the owner of any 
building shall, within fifteen (15) days after a building becomes vacant, register each such building with the Building 
Commissioner, and each year thereafter by filing a Vacant Building Registration Form.  
 
• An annual, non-prorated $200.00Registration Fee shall be required at the time of registration for each vacant building.  
• An owner shall notify the Building Commissioner within fifteen (15) days of any change in registration information by 

filing an Amended Registration Form.  
• A Vacant Building Plan must be submitted with registration including evidence of current/appropriate insurance.  

(Please see reverse side for instructions.) 
• The owner of a vacant building is required to annually renew the registration on the anniversary date of the first filing.  

The annual renewal will include a new Vacant Building Registration Form and payment of the $200.00 Annual 
Registration Fee. 

 
 Initial Registration for year __________ 

                  Registration to be filed annually for each vacant building. 
 Amended Registration for year __________ 

                  Any changes to this registration must be reported within 15 days. 
 
Vacant Building Address: _______________________________________________________, Park Forest 
Parcel Identification Number: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Owner Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Principal Owner of Corporation or LLC _________________________________________________________ 
Address (No P.O. Box Numbers)  ______________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:   Home _________________________Cell______________________ Work______________________ 
   
Owner Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Principal Owner of Corporation or LLC _________________________________________________________ 
Address (No P.O. Box Numbers)  ______________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:   Home _________________________Cell______________________ Work______________________ 
  If there are additional owners, please list on the reverse of this sheet and provide the 

information as set forth above for each additional owner. 
 
Registered Agent Name: _____________________________________________________________________     
Company__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:      Daytime_________________________________    Emergency______________________________ 
 
 
I herby certify that I have examined this Vacant Building Registration Form and that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is 
true, accurate and complete.  I am aware that failure to provide suitable evidence of adequate insurance or submittal of an incomplete 
or inaccurate form shall be deemed NOT to satisfy the requirements of Section 18-505 of the Municipal Code for the Village of Park 
Forest. 
 
______________________________________________________ ____________________________ 
Signature of:             Owner                             Agent                  Date                                   

Rev 3-09 

 
 
 
 
 



Vacant Building Plan 
To be submitted with Vacant Building Registration Form 

At the time a building is registered, the owner shall submit a written Vacant Building Plan.  This plan should include, but is not 
limited to, the following: 

• Short-Term Plans 
o Current status of Building:  How will building be secured? Doors locked? Windows screened and 

meshed?  Is the property winterized?  Which utilities are on?  (Boarding of windows/doors is 
prohibited.)  

o Evidence of appropriate and current insurance 
Insurance Requirements:   1-3 units:    $500,000 
                4-11 units:     $750,000 
                                   12-48 units: $2,000,000 
  Industrial/Commercial Property:    $2,000,000 

o Plan of action for exterior building maintenance 
o Schedule for grass cutting/yard maintenance (Grass must be cut twice per month during grass 

cutting season.) 
• Long-Term Plans 

o What building improvements are planned?  (Include timeline) 
o What is projected date of re-occupancy?   
o Building to be sold or rented? 
o Re-Occupancy Inspection must be applied for and Certificate of Occupancy issued prior to anyone 

occupying the property. 
o Is property to be demolished? 

 

                                                                Additional Owner Information                                                         _  

 
Owner Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Principal Owner of Corporation or LLC _________________________________________________________ 
Address (No P.O. Box Numbers)  ______________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:   Home _______________________Cell______________________ Work_______________________ 
 
Owner Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Principal Owner of Corporation or LLC _________________________________________________________ 
Address (No P.O. Box Numbers)  ______________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:   Home _______________________Cell______________________ Work_______________________ 
 
Owner Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Principal Owner of Corporation or LLC _________________________________________________________ 
Address (No P.O. Box Numbers)  ______________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:   Home _______________________Cell______________________ Work_______________________ 

  

~ F O R    O F F I C E    U S E    O N L Y ~ 
 $200 registration fee REGISTRATION RECEIVED: 
 Liability Insurance  
 Vacant Building Plan  
 Application processed by 

    _____________________________ 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



AGENDA 
 REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

PARK FOREST, IL 
 
Village Hall     8:00 p.m.     May 26, 2009 
 
Roll Call 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Reports of Village Officers 
 
 Mayor     Village Attorney 
 Village Manager   Village Clerk  
  
Reports of Commission Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons 
 
Citizens Comments, Observations, Petitions 
 
Motion:  Approval of Consent 
 
CONSENT: 
 
1. Motion: A Motion to Approve the Minutes of the Executive Session of January 26, 2009 
 
2. Resolution: A Resolution Thanking Bob Kiser For His Dedicated Service To The Village of 

Park Forest 
 
3. Resolution: Resolution for the Modification and Memorialization of Easement Agreement 

between the Village of Park Forest and the Housing Authority of the County of 
Cook (HACC) 

 
4. Motion: A Motion to Approve an Architectural Services Agreement with Cody/Braun and 

associates 
 
5. Motion: A Motion to Approve the Purchase of a Chevy Tahoe Police Interceptor Squad 
 
6. Appointments: 
 
DEBATABLE: 
 
7. Ordinance: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 22 of the Village of Park Forest Related to Crime 

Free Housing (Final Reading) 
 
8. Ordinance: An Ordinance Authorizing the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, 

Illinois to Borrow Funds From The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
(IEPA) Water Pollution Control Loan Program (Sewer-$880,000) (First Reading) 

 



9. Ordinance: An Ordinance Authorizing the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, 
Illinois to Borrow Funds From The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
(IEPA) Water Pollution Control Loan Program (Sewer-$657,000) (First Reading) 

 
10. Ordinance: An Ordinance Authorizing the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, 

Illinois to Borrow Funds From The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
(IEPA) Public Water Supply Loan Program (First Reading) 

 
11. Ordinance: An Ordinance Granting a Conditional Use for a Leasing Office for the Thorncreek 

Townhomes, located at 3324 Western Avenue (First Reading) 
 
12. Ordinance: An Ordinance Granting a Conditional Use for a Day Care Center, located at 266 

Somonauk Street (Grace United Protestant Church) (First Reading) 
 
Adjournment   

 NOTE:  Copies of all agenda items are available in the Manager’s Office  



MOTIONS 
 
MOVED that the Consent Agenda and each item contained therein be hereby approved: 
 
 
 
1. MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees approve the minutes of the Executive 

Session of January 26, 2009 
 
2. MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees adopt a Resolution thanking Bob Kiser for his 

dedicated service to the Village of Park Forest 
 
3. MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees adopt a Resolution for the Modification and 

Memorialization of Easement Agreement between the Village of Park Forest and the 
Housing Authority of the County of Cook (HACC) 

 
4. MOVED, that the Manager is authorized to Contract with Cody/Braun and Associates for 

architectural services for the Aqua Center; said expenditure is reimbursable under a grant 
received from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Open Space Land Acquisition 
and Development Program. 

 
5. MOVED, that the Manager is authorized to purchase a 2009 Chevy Tahoe Police Interceptor 

in the amount of $26,524.84.  
 
6. MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Gene Finley, II, 322 New Salem to 

the Youth Commission for a term to expire December 31, 2011. 
 
7. MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Judy Sopiarz, 202 Lee Street, to the 

Professional Advisory Group for an indefinite term. 
 
 
 
5/26/09 



A RESOLUTION THANKING BOB KISER FOR HIS 
DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST 

 
 

WHEREAS, Public Works Superintendent Bob Kiser has recently retired from his position with 
the Park Forest Public Works Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, although he was born in Chicago, Bob Kiser became a resident of Park Forest and 
graduated from Rich East High School; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bob Kiser proudly served his country with the United States Air Force; and 
 
WHEREAS, his service with the Park Forest Public Works Department began as a crew 
member on April 21, 1986, he attained the position of Superintendent in 1994; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bob Kiser is a member of the American Water Works Association and the 
American Public Works Association; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bob Kiser is a fan of the Cubs and Notre Dame; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bob Kiser has recently retired to spend more time with his family and pursue his 
passion for golf. 
 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village 
of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, that the deepest appreciation of the Board of 
Trustees and the citizens of Park Forest be expressed to Bob Kiser for his 23 years of dedicated 
service to the Village. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board wishes Bob Kiser a long, happy, healthy 
retirement during which he enjoys his family and other interests. 
 
ADOPTED this           day of                                    , 2009. 
 
 
ATTEST:                                                           APPROVED: 
 
 
 
____________________________                   _________________________ 
Village Clerk                                                     Mayor 
 
 









































AGENDA BRIEFING 
 
DATE: May 13, 2009 
 
TO:  Mayor John A. Ostenburg 
  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Thomas W. Fleming, Chief of Police 
 
RE: Acquisition of One (1) 2009 Chevy Tahoe PPV Police Interceptor Squad  
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
The Police Department has received funds from an anonymous donor to purchase a 2009 
Chevy Tahoe Police Interceptor as a replacement squad for the Canine Unit.  This donation 
will cover the purchase of the squad itself and all the equipment needed to fully outfit it.   
 
This expenditure will not be using any funds from the Police Department’s 2008/2009 
budget.   
 
The vehicle is being purchased from Miles Chevrolet in Decatur, Illinois. Attached is the 
price invoice from Miles Chevrolet.   
The amount to be approved is: 
 
(1) White Chevy Tahoe PPV Police Interceptor   $26,524.84  
 
        __________ 
     Total    $26,524.84 
 
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:   
This item will appear on the Consent Agenda of the May 26, 2009 Regular Meeting for 
Board consideration and approval.   









H:\AGENDAS-ORD(& see category, ie DownTn)\2009\1-Agenda $880,000 Water PoluCont.doc 

AGENDA BRIEFING 
 

 
DATE: May 18, 2009  
 
TO:  Mayor John Ostenburg 
  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Mary G. Dankowski, Deputy Village Manager/Finance Director 

RE: An Ordinance Authorizing the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, 
Illinois to borrow funds from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency  
(“IEPA”) WATER POLLUTION CONTROL LOAN PROGRAM (Sewer-$880,000) 

 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: The attached ordinance authorizes the Village to borrow 
$880,000 from the Water Pollution Control Loan Program with the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA).  These funds will be used to rehabilitate approximately 25,411 lineal 
feet of sanitary sewers and 106 manholes to remove infiltration and inflow from the sewer system, 
address structural deficiencies, and alleviate system surcharging. 
 
This initiative will enhance compliance with the “Inflow and Infiltration Plan” adopted by the 
Village and presented to Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District, March 2006. 
 
This ordinance is part of an application for Federal stimulus funds being administered by the 
IEPA.  Should the application be approved the estimated impact will be as follows: 
 
Terms         Total Project      Amt. Borrowed     Annual Debt Service     20-year Debt Service                    

                
2.5%                $880,000   $880,000  $  56,182  $1,123,640 
 
0%               880,000     880,000      44,000       880,000 
 
25% Forgiveness   
+ 0% Interest on 
Balance    880,000     660,000      33,000       660,000 
 
As you can see, should the Village receive approval for a 0% interest loan, the overall debt service 
savings would be $243,640.  If the Village receives 25% forgiveness and 0% interest on the 
balance of the loan, the savings would be $463,640 over the life of the debt.  This savings is the 
savings compared to the standard 2.5% IEPA loan.  Savings compared to conventional bond 
funding would be double.  
 
Sewer rates will pay the initial debt service and will be evaluated after 2011 to ensure sufficient 
annual funding. 
 
 
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:   This matter will appear on the Agenda of the Regular 
Meeting of Tuesday, May 26, 2009, for first reading. 



ORDINANCE NO.    
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, 
COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS TO BORROW FUNDS FROM 

THE ILLINOIS ENVIROMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (“IEPA”)  
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL LOAN PROGRAM 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois (“Village”), 
operates its public sewerage system (“the System”) and in accordance with its home rule 
authority, pursuant to Article VII, Section 6(a) of the 1970 Illinois Constitution, and the Local 
Government Debt Reform Act, 30 ILCS 350/1 et seq. (2009) (collectively “the Act”); and   

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village (“the Corporate 

Authorities”) have determined that it is advisable, necessary, and in the best interest of the public 
health, safety, and welfare to improve the System, including the following:  

 
Rehabilitation of approximately 25,411 lineal feet of sanitary sewers and 106 
manholes to remove infiltration and inflow from the sewer system, address 
structural deficiencies, and alleviate system surcharging; 
 

together with any land or rights in land and all electrical, mechanical or other services necessary, 
useful or advisable to the construction and installation (“the Project”), all in accordance with the 
plans and specifications prepared by the consulting engineers of the Village, which Project has a 
useful life of  50 years; and   
 

WHEREAS, the estimated cost of construction and installation of the Project, including 
engineering, legal, financial and other related expenses is $880,000, and there are insufficient 
funds on hand and lawfully available to pay these costs; and  

 
WHEREAS, the costs are expected to be paid for with a loan to the Village from the 

Water Pollution Control Loan Program through the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, 
the loan to be repaid from revenues of the System and the loan is authorized to be accepted at 
this time pursuant to the Act; and  

 
WHEREAS, the loan shall bear an interest rate as defined by 35 Ill. Adm. Code 662, 

which does not exceed the maximum rate authorized by the Bond Authorization Act, as 
amended, 30 ILCS 305/0.01 et seq., at the time of the issuance of the loan; and  

 
WHEREAS, the principal and interest payment shall be payable semi-annually, and the 

loan shall mature in 20 years, which is within the period of useful life of the Project; and  
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Village is authorized to 

borrow funds from the Water Pollution Control Loan Program in the aggregate principal amount 
of $880,000 to provide funds to pay the costs of the Project; and   

 



 2

WHEREAS, the loan to the Village shall be made pursuant to a Loan Agreement, 
including certain terms and conditions between the Village and the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the 

Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, in the exercise of the Village’s home 
rule powers, as follows: 
 

Section 1. Recitals.  The Corporate Authorities hereby find that the recitals 
contained in the preambles are true and correct, and incorporate them into this Ordinance by this 
reference. 

 
Section 2.  Determination to Borrow Funds.  It is necessary and in the best interests 

of the Village to construct the Project for the public health, safety and welfare, in accordance 
with the plans and specifications, as described; that the System continues to be operated in 
accordance with the provision of the Act; and that for the purpose of construction of the Project, 
it is hereby authorized that funds be borrowed by the Village in an aggregate principal amount 
(which can include construction period interest financed over the term of the loan) not to exceed 
$880,000. 

 
Section 3. Additional Ordinances.  The Corporate Authorities may adopt additional 

ordinances or proceedings supplementing or amending this Ordinance, providing for entering 
into the Loan Agreement with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, prescribing all the 
details of the Loan Agreement, and providing for the collection, segregation and distribution of 
the revenues of the System, so long as the maximum amount of the Loan Agreement as set forth 
in this Ordinance is not exceeded and there is no material change in the Project or purposes 
described herein.  Any additional ordinances or proceedings shall in all instances become 
effective in accordance with the Act or other applicable laws.  This Ordinance, together with 
such additional ordinances or proceedings, shall constitute complete authority for entering into 
the Loan Agreement under applicable law.  

 
However, notwithstanding the above, the Village may not adopt additional ordinances or 

amendments which provide for any substantive or material change in the scope and intent of this 
Ordinance, including but not limited to interest rate, preference or priority of any other ordinance 
with this Ordinance, parity of any other ordinance with this Ordinance, or otherwise alter or 
impair the obligation of the Village to pay the principal and interest due to the Water Pollution 
Control Loan Program without the written consent of the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency.  

Section 4. Loan Not Indebtedness of Village.  Repayment of the loan to the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency by the Village pursuant to this Ordinance is to be solely from 
the revenue derived from the user charges of the System, and the loan does not constitute an 
indebtedness of the Village within the meaning of any constitutional or statutory limitation. 

 Section 5. Application for Loan.  The Village Manager is hereby authorized to 
make application to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency for a loan through the Water 



 3

Pollution Control Loan Program, in accordance with the loan requirements set out in 35 Ill. 
Admin. Code Sec. 365. 

Section 6. Acceptance of Loan Agreement.  The Corporate Authorities hereby 
authorize acceptance of the offer of a loan through the Water Pollution Control Loan Program, 
including all terms and conditions of the Loan Agreement as well as all special conditions 
contained therein and made a part thereof by reference. The Corporate Authorities further agree 
that the loan funds awarded shall be used solely for the purposes of the Project as approved by 
the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 
Loan Agreement.  
 
 Section 7. Reserve Accounts. As long as the Village has outstanding revenue 
bonds payable from revenues of the system that are senior to the revenue bond authorized by this 
Ordinance, the Village shall maintain an account, coverage and reserves equivalent to the 
accounts, coverages and reserves required by the outstanding ordinances.  

 Section 8. Authorization of Mayor to Execute Loan Agreement.  The Mayor is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute the Loan Agreement with the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency.  The Corporate Authorities may authorize by resolution a person other than 
the Mayor for the sole purpose of authorizing or executing any documents associated with 
payment requests or reimbursements from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency in 
connection with this loan. 

 Section 9. Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this 
Ordinance is held invalid, the invalidity of such section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not 
affect any of the other provisions of this Ordinance. 

 Section 10. Repealer.  All ordinances, resolutions or orders, or parts thereof, which 
conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 

 Section 11.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its 
passage, approval, and publication in pamphlet form in the manner provided by law. 

 
PASSED this     day of   , 2009. 
 
      APPROVED: 
 
 
          ____________ 
      Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
    ______ 
Village Clerk 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
 ) ss. 

COUNTY OF COOK   ) 
 
 
 
 CERTIFICATE 
 

I, Sheila McGann, Village Clerk of the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, 

State of Illinois, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Ordinance 

No. ___________,  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, 

COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS TO BORROW FUNDS FROM THE ILLINOIS 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (“IEPA”) WATER POLLUTION CONTROL 

LOAN PROGRAM,” which was adopted by the corporate authorities of the Village of Park Forest, 

on ____________, 2009, and approved by the Mayor of the Village of Park Forest on the same said 

date, the original of which is part of the books and records within my control as Village Clerk of the 

Village of Park Forest. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the corporate seal of the 

Village of Park Forest, Illinois, at the said Village, in the County of Cook and State of Illinois, on 

________________ ____, 2009. 

 
 
     _______________________________________________ 
     Sheila McGann, Village Clerk 
 
 
 (SEAL) 
 



H:\AGENDAS-ORD(& see category, ie DownTn)\2009\2-Agenda $657,000 Water PoluCont.doc 

AGENDA BRIEFING 
 

 
DATE: May 18, 2009  
 
TO:  Mayor John Ostenburg 
  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Mary G. Dankowski, Deputy Village Manager/Finance Director 

RE: An Ordinance Authorizing the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, 
Illinois to borrow funds from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency  
(“IEPA”) WATER POLLUTION CONTROL LOAN PROGRAM  (Sewer-$657,000) 

 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: The attached ordinance authorizes the Village to borrow 
$657,000 from the Water Pollution Control Loan Program with the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA).  These funds will be used to rehabilitate the excess flow treatment 
facility, which will provide a means for the Village to comply with the infiltration and inflow 
limits implemented by Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District in 2005.   
 
This initiative will enhance compliance with the “Inflow and Infiltration Plan” adopted by the 
Village and presented to Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District, March 2006. 
 
This ordinance is part of an application for Federal stimulus funds being administered by the 
IEPA.  Should the application be approved the estimated impact will be as follows: 
 
Terms         Total Project      Amt. Borrowed     Annual Debt Service     20-year Debt Service                    

                
2.5%                $657,000   $657,000  $  41,945  $ 838,900 
 
0%                 657,000     657,000      32,850     657,000 
 
25% Forgiveness   
+ 0% Interest on 
Balance             657,000     492,750      24,638     492,750 
 
As you can see, should the Village receive approval for a 0% interest loan, the overall debt service 
savings would be $181,900.  If the Village receives 25% forgiveness and 0% interest on the 
balance of the loan, the savings would be $346,150 over the life of the debt.  This savings is the 
savings compared to the standard 2.5% IEPA loan.  Savings compared to conventional bond 
funding would be double.  
 
Sewer rates will pay the initial debt service and will be evaluated after 2011 to ensure sufficient 
annual funding. 
 
 
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:   This matter will appear on the Agenda of the Regular 
Meeting of Tuesday, May 26, 2009, for first reading. 



ORDINANCE NO.    
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, 
COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS TO BORROW FUNDS FROM 

THE ILLINOIS ENVIROMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (“IEPA”)  
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL LOAN PROGRAM 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois (“Village”), 
operates its public sewerage system (“the System”) and in accordance with its home rule 
authority, pursuant to Article VII, Section 6(a) of the 1970 Illinois Constitution, and the Local 
Government Debt Reform Act, 30 ILCS 350/1 et seq. (2009) (collectively “the Act”); and   

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village (“the Corporate 

Authorities”) have determined that it is advisable, necessary, and in the best interest of the public 
health, safety, and welfare to improve the System, including the following:  

 
Rehabilitation of the excess flow treatment facility, which will provide a means 
for the Village to comply with the infiltration and inflow limits implemented by 
Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District in 2005; 
 

together with any land or rights in land and all electrical, mechanical or other services necessary, 
useful or advisable to the construction and installation (“the Project”), all in accordance with the 
plans and specifications prepared by the consulting engineers of the Village, which Project has a 
useful life of  50 years; and   
 

WHEREAS, the estimated cost of construction and installation of the Project, including 
engineering, legal, financial and other related expenses is $657,000, and there are insufficient 
funds on hand and lawfully available to pay these costs; and  

 
WHEREAS, the costs are expected to be paid for with a loan to the Village from the 

Water Pollution Control Loan Program through the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, 
the loan to be repaid from revenues of the System and the loan is authorized to be accepted at 
this time pursuant to the Act; and  

 
WHEREAS, the loan shall bear an interest rate as defined by 35 Ill. Adm. Code 662, 

which does not exceed the maximum rate authorized by the Bond Authorization Act, as 
amended, 30 ILCS 305/0.01 et seq., at the time of the issuance of the loan; and  

 
WHEREAS, the principal and interest payment shall be payable semi-annually, and the 

loan shall mature in 20 years, which is within the period of useful life of the Project; and  
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Village is authorized to 

borrow funds from the Water Pollution Control Loan Program in the aggregate principal amount 
of $657,000 to provide funds to pay the costs of the Project; and   
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WHEREAS, the loan to the Village shall be made pursuant to a Loan Agreement, 
including certain terms and conditions between the Village and the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the 

Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, in the exercise of the Village’s home 
rule powers, as follows: 
 

Section 1. Recitals.  The Corporate Authorities hereby find that the recitals 
contained in the preambles are true and correct, and incorporate them into this Ordinance by this 
reference. 

 
Section 2.  Determination to Borrow Funds.  It is necessary and in the best interests 

of the Village to construct the Project for the public health, safety and welfare, in accordance 
with the plans and specifications, as described; that the System continues to be operated in 
accordance with the provision of the Act; and that for the purpose of construction of the Project, 
it is hereby authorized that funds be borrowed by the Village in an aggregate principal amount 
(which can include construction period interest financed over the term of the loan) not to exceed 
$657,000. 

 
Section 3. Additional Ordinances.  The Corporate Authorities may adopt additional 

ordinances or proceedings supplementing or amending this Ordinance, providing for entering 
into the Loan Agreement with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, prescribing all the 
details of the Loan Agreement, and providing for the collection, segregation and distribution of 
the revenues of the System, so long as the maximum amount of the Loan Agreement as set forth 
in this Ordinance is not exceeded and there is no material change in the Project or purposes 
described herein.  Any additional ordinances or proceedings shall in all instances become 
effective in accordance with the Act or other applicable laws.  This Ordinance, together with 
such additional ordinances or proceedings, shall constitute complete authority for entering into 
the Loan Agreement under applicable law.  

 
However, notwithstanding the above, the Village may not adopt additional ordinances or 

amendments which provide for any substantive or material change in the scope and intent of this 
Ordinance, including but not limited to interest rate, preference or priority of any other ordinance 
with this Ordinance, parity of any other ordinance with this Ordinance, or otherwise alter or 
impair the obligation of the Village to pay the principal and interest due to the Water Pollution 
Control Loan Program without the written consent of the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency.  

Section 4. Loan Not Indebtedness of Village.  Repayment of the loan to the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency by the Village pursuant to this Ordinance is to be solely from 
the revenue derived from the user charges of the System, and the loan does not constitute an 
indebtedness of the Village within the meaning of any constitutional or statutory limitation. 

 Section 5. Application for Loan.  The Village Manager is hereby authorized to 
make application to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency for a loan through the water 
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Pollution Control Loan Program, in accordance with the loan requirements set out in 35 Ill. 
Admin. Code Sec. 365. 

Section 6. Acceptance of Loan Agreement.  The Corporate Authorities hereby 
authorize acceptance of the offer of a loan through the Water Pollution Control Loan Program, 
including all terms and conditions of the Loan Agreement as well as all special conditions 
contained therein and made a part thereof by reference. The Corporate Authorities further agree 
that the loan funds awarded shall be used solely for the purposes of the Project as approved by 
the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 
Loan Agreement.  
 
 Section 7. Reserve Accounts. As long as the Village has outstanding revenue 
bonds payable from revenues of the system that are senior to the revenue bond authorized by this 
Ordinance, the Village shall maintain an account, coverage and reserves equivalent to the 
accounts, coverages and reserves required by the outstanding ordinances.  

 Section 8. Authorization of Mayor to Execute Loan Agreement.  The Mayor is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute the Loan Agreement with the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency.  The Corporate Authorities may authorize by resolution a person other than 
the Mayor for the sole purpose of authorizing or executing any documents associated with 
payment requests or reimbursements from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency in 
connection with this loan. 

 Section 9. Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this 
Ordinance is held invalid, the invalidity of such section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not 
affect any of the other provisions of this Ordinance. 

 Section 10. Repealer.  All ordinances, resolutions or orders, or parts thereof, which 
conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 

 Section 11.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its 
passage, approval, and publication in pamphlet form in the manner provided by law. 

 
PASSED this     day of   , 2009. 
 
      APPROVED: 
 
 
          ____________ 
      Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
    ______ 
Village Clerk 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
 ) ss. 

COUNTY OF COOK   ) 
 
 
 
 CERTIFICATE 
 

I, Sheila McGann, Village Clerk of the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, 

State of Illinois, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Ordinance 

No. ___________, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, 

COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS TO BORROW FUNDS FROM THE ILLINOIS 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (“IEPA”) WATER POLLUTION CONTROL  

LOAN PROGRAM,” which was adopted by the corporate authorities of the Village of Park Forest, 

on ____________, 2009, and approved by the Mayor of the Village of Park Forest on the same said 

date, the original of which is part of the books and records within my control as Village Clerk of the 

Village of Park Forest. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the corporate seal of the 

Village of Park Forest, Illinois, at the said Village, in the County of Cook and State of Illinois, on 

________________ ____, 2009. 

 
 
     _______________________________________________ 
     Sheila McGann, Village Clerk 
 
 
 (SEAL) 
 



H:\AGENDAS-ORD(& see category, ie DownTn)\2009\3-Agenda $3,300,000 Water PoluCont.doc 

AGENDA BRIEFING 
 

 
 
DATE: May 18, 2009  
 
TO:  Mayor John Ostenburg 
  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Mary G. Dankowski, Deputy Village Manager/Finance Director 

RE: An Ordinance Authorizing the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, 
Illinois to borrow funds from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
(“IEPA”) PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY LOAN PROGRAM 

 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: The attached ordinance authorizes the Village to borrow 
$3,300,000 from the Public Water Supply Loan Program with the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA).  These funds will be used to replace approximately 12,000 lineal feet 
of 8-inch water main, 240 water services, and 3 booster stations. 
 
This initiative was discussed relative to the institution of the $3.00 per month infrastructure 
maintenance fee. 
 
This ordinance is part of an application for Federal stimulus funds being administered by the 
IEPA.  Should the application be approved the estimated impact will be as follows: 
 
Terms         Total Project      Amt. Borrowed     Annual Debt Service     20-year Debt Service                    

                
2.5%              $3,300,000   $3,300,000  $210,681  $4,213,627 
 
0%                3,300,000     3,300,000    165,000    3,300,000 
 
25% Forgiveness   
+ 0% Interest on 
Balance    3,300,000     2,475,000    123,750    2,475,000 
 
As you can see, should the Village receive approval for a 0% interest loan, the overall debt service 
savings would be $913,627.  If the Village receives 25% forgiveness and 0% interest on the 
balance of the loan, the savings would be $1,738,627 over the life of the debt.  This savings is the 
savings compared to the standard 2.5% IEPA loan.  Savings compared to conventional bond 
funding would be double.  
 
The water infrastructure fee will pay the debt service. 
 
 
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:   This matter will appear on the Agenda of the Regular 
Meeting of Tuesday, May 26, 2009, for first reading. 



ORDINANCE NO.    
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, 
COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS TO BORROW FUNDS FROM 

THE ILLINOIS ENVIROMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (“IEPA”)  
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY LOAN PROGRAM 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois (“Village”), 
operates its public water supply system (“the System”) and in accordance with its home rule 
authority, pursuant to Article VII, Section 6(a) of the 1970 Illinois Constitution, and the Local 
Government Debt Reform Act, 30 ILCS 350/1 et seq. (2009) (collectively “the Act”); and   

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village (“the Corporate 

Authorities”) have determined that it is advisable, necessary, and in the best interest of the public 
health, safety, and welfare to improve the System, including the following:  

 
The replacement of approximately 12,000 lineal feet of 8-inch water main, 240 
water services, and 3 booster stations; 
 

together with any land or rights in land and all electrical, mechanical or other services necessary, 
useful or advisable to the construction and installation (“the Project”), all in accordance with the 
plans and specifications prepared by the consulting engineers of the Village, which Project has a 
useful life of 100 years; and   
 

WHEREAS, the estimated cost of construction and installation of the Project, including 
engineering, legal, financial and other related expenses is $3,300,000, and there are insufficient 
funds on hand and lawfully available to pay these costs; and  

 
WHEREAS, the costs are expected to be paid for with a loan to the Village from the 

Public Water Supply Loan Program through the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, the 
loan to be repaid from revenues of the System and the loan is authorized to be accepted at this 
time pursuant to the Act; and  

 
WHEREAS, the loan shall bear an interest rate as defined by 35 Ill. Adm. Code 662, 

which does not exceed the maximum rate authorized by the Bond Authorization Act, as 
amended, 30 ILCS 305/0.01 et seq., at the time of the issuance of the loan; and  

 
WHEREAS, the principal and interest payment shall be payable semi-annually, and the 

loan shall mature in 20 years, which is within the period of useful life of the Project; and  
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Village is authorized to 

borrow funds from the Public Water Supply Loan Program in the aggregate principal amount of 
$3,300,000 to provide funds to pay the costs of the Project; and   
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WHEREAS, the loan to the Village shall be made pursuant to a Loan Agreement, 
including certain terms and conditions between the Village and the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the 

Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, in the exercise of the Village’s home 
rule powers, as follows: 
 

Section 1. Recitals.  The Corporate Authorities hereby find that the recitals 
contained in the preambles are true and correct, and incorporate them into this Ordinance by this 
reference. 

 
Section 2.  Determination to Borrow Funds.  It is necessary and in the best interests 

of the Village to construct the Project for the public health, safety and welfare, in accordance 
with the plans and specifications, as described; that the System continues to be operated in 
accordance with the provision of the Act; and that for the purpose of construction of the Project, 
it is hereby authorized that funds be borrowed by the Village in an aggregate principal amount 
(which can include construction period interest financed over the term of the loan) not to exceed 
$3,300,000. 

 
Section 3. Additional Ordinances.  The Corporate Authorities may adopt additional 

ordinances or proceedings supplementing or amending this Ordinance, providing for entering 
into the Loan Agreement with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, prescribing all the 
details of the Loan Agreement, and providing for the collection, segregation and distribution of 
the revenues of the System, so long as the maximum amount of the Loan Agreement as set forth 
in this Ordinance is not exceeded and there is no material change in the Project or purposes 
described herein.  Any additional ordinances or proceedings shall in all instances become 
effective in accordance with the Act or other applicable laws.  This Ordinance, together with 
such additional ordinances or proceedings, shall constitute complete authority for entering into 
the Loan Agreement under applicable law.  

 
However, notwithstanding the above, the Village may not adopt additional ordinances or 

amendments which provide for any substantive or material change in the scope and intent of this 
Ordinance, including but not limited to interest rate, preference or priority of any other ordinance 
with this Ordinance, parity of any other ordinance with this Ordinance, or otherwise alter or 
impair the obligation of the Village to pay the principal and interest due to the Public Water 
Supply Loan Program without the written consent of the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency.  

Section 4. Loan Not Indebtedness of Village.  Repayment of the loan to the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency by the Village pursuant to this Ordinance is to be solely from 
the revenue derived from the user charges of the System, and the loan does not constitute an 
indebtedness of the Village within the meaning of any constitutional or statutory limitation. 

 Section 5. Application for Loan.  The Village Manager is hereby authorized to 
make application to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency for a loan through the Public 
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Water Supply Loan Program, in accordance with the loan requirements set out in 35 Ill. Admin. 
Code Sec. 662. 

Section 6. Acceptance of Loan Agreement.  The Corporate Authorities hereby 
authorize acceptance of the offer of a loan through the Public Water Supply Loan Program, 
including all terms and conditions of the Loan Agreement as well as all special conditions 
contained therein and made a part thereof by reference. The Corporate Authorities further agree 
that the loan funds awarded shall be used solely for the purposes of the Project as approved by 
the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 
Loan Agreement.  
 
 Section 7. Reserve Accounts. As long as the Village has outstanding revenue 
bonds payable from revenues of the system that are senior to the revenue bond authorized by this 
Ordinance, the Village shall maintain an account, coverage and reserves equivalent to the 
accounts, coverages and reserves required by the outstanding ordinances.  

 Section 8. Authorization of Mayor to Execute Loan Agreement.  The Mayor is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute the Loan Agreement with the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency.  The Corporate Authorities may authorize by resolution a person other than 
the Mayor for the sole purpose of authorizing or executing any documents associated with 
payment requests or reimbursements from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency in 
connection with this loan. 

 Section 9. Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this 
Ordinance is held invalid, the invalidity of such section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not 
affect any of the other provisions of this Ordinance. 

 Section 10. Repealer.  All ordinances, resolutions or orders, or parts thereof, which 
conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 

 Section 11.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its 
passage, approval, and publication in pamphlet form in the manner provided by law. 

 
PASSED this     day of   , 2009. 
 
      APPROVED: 
 
 
          ____________ 
      Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
    ______ 
Village Clerk 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
 ) ss. 

COUNTY OF COOK   ) 
 
 
 
 CERTIFICATE 
 

I, Sheila McGann, Village Clerk of the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, 

State of Illinois, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 

Ordinance No. ___________, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE OF PARK 

FOREST, COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS TO BORROW FUNDS FROM THE 

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (“IEPA”) PUBLIC WATER 

SUPPLY LOAN PROGRAM,” which was adopted by the corporate authorities of the Village of 

Park Forest, on ____________, 2009, and approved by the Mayor of the Village of Park Forest 

on the same said date, the original of which is part of the books and records within my control as 

Village Clerk of the Village of Park Forest. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the corporate seal of 

the Village of Park Forest, Illinois, at the said Village, in the County of Cook and State of 

Illinois, on ________________ ____, 2009. 

 
 
     _______________________________________________ 
     Sheila McGann, Village Clerk 
 
 
 (SEAL) 
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