
AGENDA 
 REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

PARK FOREST, IL 
 
Village Hall     8:00 p.m.   February 25, 2008 
 
Roll Call 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
Reports of Village Officers 
 
 Mayor     Village Attorney 
 Village Manager   Village Clerk  
  
Reports of Commission Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons 
 
Citizens Comments, Observations, Petitions 
 
Motion:  Approval of Consent 
 
CONSENT:       
 
1.  Motion: Approve the Minutes of the Rules Meeting of January 28, 2008; the 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 28, 2008 and the Executive 
Session of January 28, 2008 

 
2.  Motion:    A Motion to Authorize Entering into an Engineering Service Agreement 
   for Flow Testing 
  
    
DEBATABLE: 
 
3. Ordinance: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 118 (Zoning), Article VII (“Signs”),  
   Section 118-302 (“General Provisions”) and Section 118-303 (“Exempt  
   Signs”) of the Code of Ordinances  (First Reading) 
 
 
 
Adjournment   
 
Executive Session 

 
 
 
 

 NOTE:  Copies of all agenda items are available in the Manager’s Office  



 
MOTIONS 

 
 
 
MOVED that the Consent Agenda and each item contained therein be hereby approved: 
 
 
 

1. MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees approve the minutes of the Rules Meeting 
of January 28, 2008; the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 28, 2008 and the 
Executive Session of January 28,2008 

 
2.  MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees approve entering into an engineering 
 service agreement with Baxter and Woodman for flow testing in the amount of $46,000; 
 with a contingency of $16,500 per month if additional flow testing if required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2-25-08 



VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST 
 

Village Board Rules Committee Meeting 
Monday, January 28, 2008 

Village Hall 8:00 p.m. 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor John Ostenburg, Trustee Mae Brandon, Trustee Bonita 
Dillard, Trustee Gary Kopycinski, Trustee Kenneth  Kramer, Trustee Robert McCray, 
Trustee Georgia O’Neill 
 
STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: Village Manager Tom Mick, Deputy Village 
Manager/Finance Director Mary Dankowski; Village Attorney Frank Garrett, Police Chief 
Tom Fleming, Fire Chief Robert Wilcox, Director of Recreation and Parks John Joyce, 
Director of Public Health Christine Blue, Director of Public Relations Jason Miller, 
Director of Community Development Lawrence Kerestes, Director of Economic 
Development and Planning Hildy Kingma, Assistant to the Village Manager Denyse 
Carreras, Information Technology Coordinator Craig Kaufman, Assistant Director of 
Public Works Roderick Ysaguirre,  
 
RECORDER:  Village Clerk Sheila McGann 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Janet Muchnik, Tall Grass Art Gallery; David Hoover, 
Executive Director of NIMEC; Gina Kenny, SouthtownStar Newspaper 
 
Meeting was called to order at 8:03 p.m. by Mayor Ostenburg.  Roll was called by Clerk 
McGann. 
 
Mayor Ostenburg suspended the rules slightly to allow former Manager Janet Muchnik an 
opportunity to talk about Worlds Imagined: The Art of Children’s Books at the Tall Grass 
Arts Association from March 7 to May 31, 2008. Former Manager Muchnik invited to the 
Board to the Beaux Arts Ball on Saturday, March 29, which is the primary fundraiser for 
the Tall Grass Arts Gallery.  
 
1. A Resolution Authorizing the Village Manager to Contract for the Purchase of 
Electricity 
 
Manager Mick reminded that beginning in January, 2007, ComEd could no longer provide 
electrical service to the Village but they would be a wires only corporation. At that time the 
Village joined the Northern Illinois Municipal Electric Cooperative (NIMEC) to get a 
better price in the energy market with a seventeen month agreement that will end in May 
2008.  In 2007, the Village saved approximately $56,000 according to NIMEC.  Manager 
Mick and staff recommend that the Village signs a twelve-month contract with NIMEC that 
would run from June 1, 2008 to May 31, 2009 allowing options for green power and 
alternative energy sources.  The drafted resolution has been reviewed by legal counsel.  
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Manager Mick asked the Board for feedback on the resolution and for consideration of 
alternative power sources that power our facilities. 
 
Trustee Brandon liked the idea of the commitment to green energy.  She wanted to know 
more about rates.  NIMEC’s Executive Director David Hoover said that rates per kilo 
would be 7% to 25% beyond conventional energy rates. 
 
Director Hoover said that there are ranges in the rates because there are many components 
that make up the rate including percentage of load and type of green energy (i.e. solar, 
hydro, wind). When the bid is awarded, that supplier will come and present opportunities 
specific to the Village. If the Board signs off to accept the preferred bidder, Manager Mick 
would like to share any additional cost analysis with the Board when they become 
available. 
 
Mayor Ostenburg asked for comments and questions from the Board.  Trustee Kramer said 
that going green is a good idea which cuts down on the generation of carbon dioxide and 
the using of fossil fuels.  
 
Trustee McCray noted that both wind and solar energy sources would be cost effective and 
beneficial for the Village. 
 
Director Hoover said that the Village’s power needs will be bid on this month without any 
green component and that will be the baseline. After that is locked in with a supplier, the 
options for the Village will be revisited in six to eight weeks.  
 
Mayor Ostenburg wanted to know how many municipal facilities could be included under 
the agreement with NIMEC including the Water Treatment Plant and Village Hall.  
Director Joyce and Director Hoover will go over which facilities met the criteria.   
 
Mayor Ostenburg wanted to assure the residents watching that the Village is not converting 
everyone from ComEd to a different carrier; Village municipal facilities are the only ones 
are under the NIMEC agreement. Mayor Ostenburg also wanted to know if NIMAC uses 
the same the delivery system as ComEd and what costs are connected to that.  He also 
asked what limits are in place by the Illinois Commerce Commission to cap ComEd 
delivery costs. 
 
Director Hoover said Com Ed delivers all power to Northern Illinois and receives 
approximately twenty-five cents of each dollar for this service.  ComEd does not generate 
the power, only delivers the power.  Since the ICC oversees ComEd, any rate increase must 
approved by ICC. These are tariff rates, not flexible, and not negotiable with NIMEC. 
 
Mayor Ostenburg suggested that the staff do an audit to see where current usage can be 
converted to use more energy efficient items. Purchasing green power is one step. Usage is 
another, i.e. energy efficient lights.  
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Manger Mick said on February 23 there will a six month update of implementation 
strategies for goals for 2008-2009 which will include brainstorming covering all areas of 
green initiatives that will be reflective of the Greenest Region Compact and the Climate 
Protection Agreement. 
 
This item will be on the agenda for action at the regular meeting tonight.  
 
Manager Mick asked Director Hoover if he knew when this item will go out to bid.  
Director Hoover said that it will go out a week after ComEd announces their rates, 
probably the end of February or mid March. 
 
This item will be on the agenda for action at the regular meeting tonight. 
 
2. A Resolution for 2008-2009 Cook County CDBG Application for $300,000 for 
Street Light, Sidewalk & Curb Replacement 
 
Manager Mick summarized the resolution that included infrastructure changes such as 
lights, sidewalks, and curb replacements on Fir Street and Forest Boulevard.  While the 
grant initially asks for $300,000, the award is expected to be between $90,000 and 
$100,000 due to the decrease of availability of grant money.  
 
Mayor Ostenburg asked if there are any questions or comments.  In response to Trustee 
Kopycinski, Director Kerestes said there were no residents in attendance at the public 
hearing.  
 
Trustee O’Neill asked if one third of an award is typical and Mayor Ostenburg said yes, 
although sometimes it has been higher.  
 
Manager Mick said that Fir Street and Forest Boulevard had been chosen because they 
meet income eligible criteria. Also, many improvements have been made to the former 
Thorn Creek properties by the current owners and this would be a good public/private 
partnership.  
 
This item will be on the agenda for action at tonight’s regular meeting. 
 
3. An Ordinance Authorizing Repurchase of 2201 S. Orchard Drive 
 
Manager Mick reviewed the three-year history with the Cremation Society of Illinois with 
the Village.  Since no agreement was reached, the Village is exercising its right to 
repurchase the property. Mayor Ostenburg suggested that the signs “coming soon” be 
removed. Director Hildy Kingma says the other property is owned by a propane company 
who is still in contact with the Village regarding their future plans. Mayor Ostenburg 
explained that these properties were obtained through the Tax Reactivation Program and 
acquired at a no cash bid due to delinquent tax status. Now they can be marketed to other 
businesses.   
 

 3



Trustee Dillard stated that the properties cannot be sold for profit.  Mayor Ostenburg 
explained that the purchase price and other costs such as legal fees and staff time can be 
recouped. Manager Mick further explained that any profits made must be divided between 
the taxing bodies. 
 
Trustee Kopycinski asked why this venture with Cremation Society of Illinois not work 
out.  Director Kingma felt that everyone within the Village did everything they could.  The 
property owner made the final decision due to construction costs and the resulting tax bills. 
 
Manager’s Comments 
 
The Manager noted the Historical Society will have a grand reopening of the Park Forest 
House Museum on Saturday, February 2. There will be a presentation by American 
Institution of Architects recognizing Park Forest as one of one hundred fifty great places in 
Illinois.  
 
The presentation and review of the audit will be Saturday, February 2 at 9:00 a.m. at 
Village Hall.  Following that meeting, the Saturday Rules meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m.   
 
A few weeks ago, some staff and village officials attended a public hearing regarding the 
purchase of EJ&E Rail Road by Canadian National. A press release went out last week for 
residents who wish to make any comments to the Service Transportation Board regarding 
this purchase.  The Village webpage also has a link to the Service Transportation Board for 
comments.  Canadian National will be in Park Forest to meet with Village officials at a 
later date.  Residents that are directly impacted will be notified with this information by the 
Village.  
 
There were no additional questions for the Manager. 
 
Trustee’s Comments 
 
Trustee Kopycinski commended Director Blue on coordinating the Ten Ton Challenge.  
Director Blue announced that over one hundred fifty people had registered which was over 
their goal for January. Trustee Kopycinski wanted to thank Director Eyer and the Public 
Works Department for their hard work dealing with our winter weather.  Trustee 
Kopycinski asked if their plan for snow removal could be put in writing for the residents’ 
information.  Assistant Director Ysaguirre said that it could be done.  
 
Trustee Brandon was  glad to see the large turn out for the Ten Ton Challenge.  She said 
that healthy changes in living are beneficial as was the speaker who talked about 
identifying saboteurs in our lives.  
 
 
 
Attorney’s Comments 
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Attorney Garrett had no comments. 
 
Audience to Visitors 
 
None 
 
There being no further business. Mayor Ostenburg called for a notion to adjourn.  Motion 
was made by Trustee Kramer, seconded by Trustee Dillard and passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Ostenburg adjourned the rules committee meeting at 8:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sheila McGann 
Village Clerk 
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VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST 
 

Village Board Regular Meeting 
Monday, January 28, 2008 

Village Hall 8:00 p.m. 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor John Ostenburg, Trustee Mae Brandon, Trustee Bonita 
Dillard, Trustee Gary Kopycinski, Trustee Kenneth  Kramer, Trustee Robert McCray, 
Trustee Georgia O’Neill 
 
STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: Village Manager Tom Mick, Deputy Village 
Manager/Finance Director Mary Dankowski; Village Attorney Frank Garrett, Police 
Chief Tom Fleming, Fire Chief Robert Wilcox, Director of Recreation and Parks John 
Joyce, Director of Public Health Christine Blue, Director of Public Relations Jason 
Miller, Director of Community Development Lawrence Kerestes, Director of Economic 
Development and Planning Hildy Kingma, Assistant to Village Manager Denyse 
Carreras, Information Technology Coordinator Craig Kaufman, Assistant Director of 
Public Works Roderick Ysaguirre,  
 
RECORDER:  Village Clerk Sheila McGann 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Gina Kenny, SouthtownStar Newspaper 
 
Meeting was called to order at 8:48 p.m. by Mayor Ostenburg.  Roll was called by Clerk 
McGann. 
 
Reports of Village Officers 
 
Mayor 
Mayor Ostenburg noted his appreciation for Health Department Director Blue’s fine 
work on the Ten Ton Challenge.  He also commended Finance Director Mary Dankowski 
on the recent notification that for the twelfth consecutive year, the Village has received 
the Government Finance Officer Association’s Distinguished Budget Award for budget 
preparation.  
 
Mayor Ostenburg and the Legislative Committee met earlier tonight to review 
information on the legislative agenda from the South Suburban Mayors and Managers 
Association and the Illinois Municipal League. Mayor Ostenburg asked the Trustees to 
review their packets to see if they had any questions or concerns.  If there are none, then a 
resolution will be adopted endorsing that legislative agenda.  The Park Forest Legislative 
Committee has been meeting with local legislators; there is a future Lobby Day planned 
in Springfield. The Legislative Committee will be looking at the summary of the 
legislation from the Illinois Municipal League and will contact legislators on an ongoing 
basis whether they are in favor or opposed regarding legislation. 
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On Saturday, January 26, Mayor Ostenburg and Manager Mick met with the South 
Suburban Mayor and Managers Association to do some strategic planning related to 
reviewing the Association’s role in the south suburbs.  Ideas were shared and there will 
be a more united effort to lobby for school funding reform and property tax reform.  If 
citizens become more involved by contacting their legislators, more results will be seen.  
 
Village Manager 
Manager Mick had no other report. 
 
Village Attorney 
Attorney Garret had no report. 
 
Village Clerk 
Clerk McGann had no report.  Mayor Ostenburg said that early voting at Village Hall will 
continue until Thursday, January 31. 
 
Reports of Commission Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons 
 
Trustee Brandon reported that the Cable Commission had their quarterly meeting January 
23, to discuss policies and procedures about public access revising the 2006 plan.  They 
will bring it to the Board when it is completed.   
 
Trustee Brandon reported that the Senior Commission will meet January 31 in the lower 
level of Village Hall at their new time, 1:00 p.m., which will allow for better attendance. 
 
Trustee Kopycinski reported that February is Black History Month.  Each Friday in 
February at 7:00 p.m., the Commission on Human Relations will be sponsoring movies at 
the Eagle Theater featuring Black filmmakers.  
 
Citizens Comments, Observations, Petitions 
 
There were no citizens’ comments. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Mayor Ostenburg called for a motion to approve the consent agenda.  The consent agenda 
included the following items: 
 

1. Motion: Approve the Minutes of the Executive Session of December 17, 
2007; the Minutes of the Saturday Rules Meeting of January 5, 2008 and the 

      Minutes of the Rules Meeting of January 7, 2008 
2. Resolution: A Resolution Authorizing the Village Manager to Contract for the 
      Purchase of Electricity 
3.   Resolution: A Resolution Supporting the Park Forest Health Department’s 10- 

       Ton Challenge 
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4.   Resolution: A Resolution for 2008-2009 Cook County CDBG Application for 
      $300,000 for Street Light, Sidewalk & Curb Replacement 
5.   Resolution: A Resolution Supporting a Revised Schedule of Events for Labor 
     Day 2008.                  
6.  Motion: A Motion Changing the Meeting Time for the Park Forest Senior 
     Commission and Appointing Trustee Ken Kramer as Trustee Liaison 
7.  Motion: A Motion Appointing Trustee Mae Brandon as Trustee Liaison to the 
     Park Forest Youth Commission 

 
Approval of the consent agenda was moved by Trustee Kramer and seconded by Trustee 
Brandon.  Mayor Ostenburg asked if there any items that anyone wished removed from 
the consent agenda for further discussion.  On a roll call vote called by Clerk McGann, 
the consent agenda was approved with the following results: 
Ayes: 7 
Nays: 0 
Absent: 0 
The ordinance was adopted with seven (7) ayes, no (0) nays and no (0) absent. 
 
Debatable Agenda 
 
Mayor Ostenburg called for the items on the debatable agenda. The debatable agenda 
included the following items: 
 

8. An Ordinance Amending Chapter 42 of the Code of Ordinances   
(Ambulance Fees) (First Reading) 

 
This item will on the agenda for further discussion at the next rules meeting.  
 

9. An Ordinance Granting Approval of a PUD Overlay for the                         
Victoria Place, Phase Two Subdivision (First Reading) 

 
This item will on the agenda for further discussion at the next rules meeting.  
 

10. An Ordinance Authorizing the Repurchase of 2201 South Orchard            
Drive (Final Reading) 

 
Move for adoption of the ordinance was motioned by Trustee Kramer and seconded by 
Trustee Brandon. The ordinance was moved and seconded to adopt this ordinance at final 
reading. Mayor Ostenburg asked if there were any questions or comments.  None being 
heard, he called for a roll call vote by Clerk McGann. The ordinance was approved 
following a roll call vote with the following results. 
Ayes: 7 
Nays: 0 
Absent: 0 
The ordinance was adopted with seven (7) ayes, no (0) nays and no (0) absent. 
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 Mayor Ostenburg called for a motion to adjourn to executive session to discuss 
personnel matters.  Motion was made by Trustee Kramer, seconded by Trustee Brandon, 
and a roll call vote was taken with the following results:  
 
Ayes: 7 
Nays: 0 
Absent: 0 
 
The motion passed with seven (7) ayes, no (0) nays and no (0) absent. 
 
 
The regular meeting was adjourned at at 9:32 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted 
Sheila C. McGann 
Village Clerk 
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AGENDA BRIEFING 
 
DATE: February 21, 2008 
 
TO:  Mayor Ostenburg 
  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Kenneth Eyer 
 
RE: Request to enter into an Engineering Service agreement for flow testing  
 
 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:   
 
In 2005, Thorncreek Basin Sanitary District (TCBSD) imposed Infiltration and inflow (I&I) 
limits on the six communities that belong to the District. These communities were required to 
develop and submit a 10 year plan to meet the compliance requirements. As part of the Park 
Forest compliance plan to find and remove I&I, the Board approved an Engineering Services 
agreement with Baxter & Woodman (February 27, 2006) to conduct flow testing on the 
central area of the Village sanitary sewer system. As a continuation of this project Baxter & 
Woodman submitted a proposal to flow test the south area which was approved March 5, 
2007. Baxter & Woodman is submitting an Engineering Services Agreement to flow test the 
North area for the lump sum amount of $46,000. If additional month of flow monitoring is 
required, this would be done at a cost of $16,500 per month. This is the last of three (3) areas 
to be flow tested. The 07-08 budget has $80,000 allocated for this project. 
 
Illinois State Statue 50 ILCS 510 allows for the selection process of engineering services, 
architectural services or land surveying services to be by-passed if the “political 
subdivision…. has a satisfactory relationship for services with one or more firms.”  
Baxter & Woodman Consulting Engineers is such a firm that has work on numerous Village 
projects. In particular, has done flow testing for the Village. The firm has the necessary 
expertise and manpower to satisfactorily complete this project.   
 
The Public Works Department recommends that the Village enter into this service agreement 
with Baxter & Woodman to continue with the compliance plan submitted to TCBSD. 
 
 
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:  This item will appear on the Consent Agenda of 
the  Regular meeting of February 25, 2008 for Board consideration and approval 
 



















AGENDA BRIEFING 
 
DATE: February 20, 2008 
 
TO:  Mayor Ostenburg 
  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Hildy L. Kingma, AICP 
  Director of Economic Development and Planning 
 
RE: Consideration of an Ordinance amending Chapter 118 (“Zoning”), Article VII 

(“Signs”), Section 118-302 (“General Provisions”) and Section 118-303 
(“Exempt Signs”) of the Code of Ordinances  

 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
The Village has initiated a petition for a Zoning Text Amendment to Sections 118-302 and 118-
303 of the Zoning Ordinance to address concerns related to signs being placed on public 
property, multiple signs placed on an individual property, over-sized signs, and signs that 
continue to be displayed after the discontinuance of the activity which they promoted.  This 
request is described in more detail in the Staff report to the Plan Commission (see attached). 
 
Consistent with Section 118-29 of the Park Forest Zoning Ordinance the Plan Commission 
conducted a public hearing on this request at their February 19, 2008, meeting.  After taking 
public comment and discussing this request, the Plan Commission voted unanimously to approve 
the requested Zoning Text Amendments with no conditions.  The Plan Commission’s 
recommendation is further described in the attached memo from Chair Wickliffe-Lewis. 
 
The attached Ordinance was prepared by the Village Attorney. 
 
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:  This item will appear on the agenda of the Regular 
Board meeting of February 25, 2008, for first reading. 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor and Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Vernita Wickliffe-Lewis, Chair 
  Park Forest Plan Commission 
 
DATE:  February 20, 2008 
 
RE: Recommendation – Sign Ordinance Revisions 
 
The Plan Commission conducted a public hearing and considered a request for a Zoning Text 
Amendment to Sections 118-302 and 118-303 of the Zoning Ordinance relating to general sign 
provisions and exempt sign provisions.     
 
After conducting a public hearing on February 19, 2008, the Plan Commission voted 
unanimously to recommend approval of the Zoning Text Amendments contained within the draft 
ordinance presented to the Plan Commission. 
 
 
Best regards, 
Vernita A. Wickliffe-Lewis, Chair 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: February 11, 2008 
 
TO:  Plan Commission 
 
FROM: Hildy L. Kingma, AICP 
  Director of Economic Development and Planning 
 
RE: NEW BUSINESS:  Plan Commission Meeting of February 19, 2008 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Consideration of Proposed Revisions to Chapter 118 
(Zoning), Sections 118-302, and 118-303, pertaining to Signs  

 
The Village Board has requested that the Staff prepare revisions to the Sign provisions of the 
Zoning Ordinance to address concerns related to signs being placed on public property, multiple 
signs placed on an individual property, over-sized signs, and signs that continue to be displayed 
after the discontinuance of the activity which they promoted.  While the sign provisions are very 
clear regarding the permitted size and number of commercial signs, the provisions related to 
exempt signs are not as clearly defined.  Therefore, Village Staff has worked with the Village 
Attorney to prepare a draft ordinance to address these issues.   
 
Pursuant to Section 118-29 of the Zoning Ordinance, the Plan Commission is responsible for 
making recommendations to the Board of Trustees on requests to amend the Zoning Ordinance.  
The Plan Commission is required to hold a public hearing on ordinance amendments, notice of 
which must be given in a newspaper of general circulation no less than 15 days before the public 
hearing.  Notice of the public hearing on this matter was published in the Park Forest edition of 
the Southtown/Star Newspaper on February 3, 2008.   
 
Proposed Revisions: 
Working with the Village Attorney, Staff has developed the following proposed revisions to 
Sections 118-302 and 118-303 of the Zoning Ordinance: 
 

• The current sign provisions contain references to “commercial” signs, and the proposed 
revisions include adding an exemption for “noncommercial” signs.  It is important to 
include definitions for each of these sign types in order to clarify the applicability of the 
sign provisions.  Therefore, the following definitions are proposed.   

o Commercial sign:  For purposes of this article, a commercial sign is defined as a 
sign which identifies, advertises, or directs attention to a commercial or 
institutional structure or business, or is intended to induce the purchase of goods, 
property, or service; including, without limitation, a sign naming a brand of goods 
or services or real estate signs. 

o Noncommercial sign:  For purposes of this article, a noncommercial sign is 
defined as a sign not directed at promoting commercial activity and includes, but 
is not limited to, political campaign and advocacy signs. 



• The Village has problems with commercial and noncommercial signs being erected on 
public right-of-way, with property owners erecting multiple signs with the same message 
on their property, and with signs that remain in place long after the need for them has 
expired.  Currently, the sign provisions require that “any sign which advertises an 
activity, business, product or service which has ceased operation or production shall be 
removed within six months of the discontinuance of the activity.”  This longer time frame 
is appropriate for large commercial signs.  However, it is much longer than necessary for 
the typical exempt sign.  Therefore, Staff proposes that this provision be modified in the 
following manner: 

o Exempt signs must be removed within seven days of the discontinuance of the 
activity.  This would include, for example, for sale signs and political campaign 
signs. 

o Noncompliant signs of any type (whether or not they are exempt) must be 
removed within 48 hours of written notice of non-compliance from the Building 
Commissioner.  Currently the Ordinance requires removal within seven days of 
written notice. 

o The Village will be authorized to remove noncompliant signs after the 48 hour 
period, and will hold those signs for 72 hours.  During that time the owner, or 
owner’s representative, may retrieve the signs but will be charged $25 per sign to 
reimburse the Village for the expense of removing the sign and storage of the 
sign.  If the sign(s) is not claimed, the Village will be authorized to dispose of it. 

• The general sign provisions will clearly state that signs may not be placed or erected on 
public property. 

• The provisions for exempt signs will clearly prohibit the placement of more than one 
exempt sign on an individual parcel of property that communicates the exact same 
message and that is the same size and shape.  

• Exempt signs, with the exception of those already permitted by the sign provisions, will 
be limited to no more than five square feet in size.  Some signs that are already permitted 
larger than this include commercial or industrial real estate signs, which may be up to 20 
square feet in size.  Signs that identify the addresses of multi-family residences are still 
limited to two square feet in size.  Also, signs approved as part of a planned unit 
development may be the size that is specified in the PUD overlay ordinance. 

• Noncommercial signs should be explicitly listed as exempt signs. 
 
Village Staff has worked with the Village Attorney to prepare an ordinance which addresses 
each of these proposed revisions.  The draft ordinance is attached for your information.   
 
Plan Commission Action:  After conducting the public hearing, the Plan Commission is asked to 
consider the proposed revisions to Chapter 118 (Zoning), Sections 118-302 and 118-303, and 
make a recommendation to the Board of Trustees on this matter.   



ORDINANCE NO.    
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 118 (“ZONING”), ARTICLE VII (“SIGNS”) 

SECTION 118-302 (“GENERAL PROVISIONS”) AND SECTION 118-303  
(“EXEMPT SIGNS”) OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF  

THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 
 

WHEREAS, the Applicant, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Park Forest  
(“Applicant”), seeks to amend Chapter 118 (Zoning), Article IV (“Signs”), Section 118-302 
(“General Provisions”) and Section 118-303 (“Exempt Signs”) of the Village of Park Forest’s 
Code of Ordinances (“Village Code”) in the manner more fully set forth herein (“Application”); 
and 

WHEREAS, the Village of Park Forest Plan Commission conducted a public hearing to 
consider the Application on February 19, 2008, as required pursuant to Section 118-29 of the 
Village Code; and  
 

WHEREAS, on February 3, 2008, notice for said public hearing was published in the 
Park Forest edition of The Southtown/Star, a newspaper of general circulation within the Village 
as required by Section 118-29 of the Village Code; and 
 

WHEREAS, after considering all of the testimony and evidence presented at the public 
hearing, the Plan Commission recommended approval of the Application, all as set forth in the 
Plan Commission’s Findings and Recommendations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village of Park Forest have 
considered the Findings and Recommendation of the Plan Commission and all of the facts and 
circumstances affecting the Application, and the Mayor and Board of Trustees have determined 
that it is appropriate to amend the Village Code as provided in this Ordinance. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, in the exercise of the Village’s home 
rule powers, as follows: 
 

Section 1.   Recitals Incorporated.  The recitals set forth above constitute a material 
part of this Ordinance as if set forth in their entirety in this Section 1. 
 

Section 2.  Plan Commission Findings and Recommendation.  The findings and 
recommendation of the Plan Commission, together with all reports and exhibits submitted at the 
public hearing, are hereby incorporated by reference herein and approved. 
 

Section 3. Village Code Amended.  Chapter 118 (“Zoning”), Article VII (“Signs”), 
Section 118-302 (“General Provisions”) of the Code of Ordinances of the Village of Park Forest, 
Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, is amended by adding the underlined language and deleting the 
stricken language to read as follows: 

 



Sec. 118-302. General provisions. 
 
(a)  Commercial sign:  For purposes of this article, a commercial sign is defined 
as a sign which identifies, advertises, or directs attention to a commercial or 
institutional structure or business, or is intended to induce the purchase of goods, 
property, or service; including, without limitation, a sign naming a brand of goods 
or services or real estate signs. 
 
(b)  Noncommercial sign:  For purposes of this article, a noncommercial sign is 
defined as a sign not directed at promoting commercial activity and includes, but 
is not limited to, political campaign and advocacy signs. 
 
(a)   (c)  Sign.  For purposes of this article, a sign is defined as any visual device 
or representation designed or used for the purpose of communicating a message 
or identifying or attracting attention to a premise or activity, with or without the 
use of words, which is visible from outside the premises on which it is located.   
 
(b)   (d)  Sign area.  The size of a sign or sign area shall be computed as the 
largest single face within a perimeter which forms the outside shape of the sign, 
including any frame that forms an integral part of the display. Copy shall be 
permitted on both sides of the sign area.   
 
(c)  (e)  Permit required.  No signs, except those specifically exempted from these 
provisions by section 118-303, shall be erected, affixed, replaced, hung or 
otherwise displayed or altered, unless a permit therefor has been issued by the 
village, in accordance with the regulations of this article. No permit shall be 
required for repairing a sign.   
 
(d)   (f)  Applications.  Each application for a sign permit shall be made in writing 
by the owner of the real property where the sign is to be affixed upon forms 
furnished by the village manager and shall contain or have attached thereto the 
following information:   
 
(1)   A drawing approximately to scale, showing the design of the sign, including 
size, character and color of letters, dimensions, method of attachment or support 
materials, source of illumination and showing the relationship to any building or 
structure to which it is proposed to be installed or affixed; and 
 
(2)   A plot plan approximately to scale indicating the location of the sign relative 
to property lines, easements, streets, sidewalks and other signs. For freestanding 
signs, landscaping at base of sign must be illustrated. 
 
(e)   (g)  Construction and maintenance.  Signs must be constructed of durable 
materials, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 18 of this Code, and must 
be maintained in good condition. The building commissioner is hereby authorized 



to inspect all signs, and shall order the repair or removal of any sign not 
adequately maintained.   
 
(f)  (h)  Discontinued activity.  Any sign, other than those governed by Section 
18-303, which advertises an activity, business, product or service which has 
ceased operation or production shall be removed within six months of the 
discontinuance of the activity.  Those signs governed by Section 18-303 shall be 
removed within seven (7) days of discontinuance of any applicable activity. 
 
(g)  (i)  Noncomplying signs.  Any sign not in compliance with the provisions of 
this article shall be made compliant or removed by the owner within seven 
calendar days 48 hours of written notice of noncompliance from the building 
commissioner.  Any sign not in compliance after seven calendar days 48 hours of 
written notice of noncompliance from the building commissioner shall be 
removed by the village at the owner’s expense. 

 
(1)  Noncomplying signs removed for noncompliance shall be held for 72 
hours at a location determined by the building commissioner.  Such 
sign(s) shall be returned to the owner or the owner’s representative upon 
payment of a $25 fee to reimburse the village for the expense of removing 
the sign and storage of the sign. 
 
(2)  If an owner or the owner’s representative does not pay the applicable 
reimbursement fee(s) pursuant to this section, or if a sign is not claimed 
within 72 hours of its removal, the village shall dispose of the 
noncomplying sign(s). 
 

(j)  Conflicting provisions.  Where sign area (size) or placement requirements 
conflict, the stricter interpretation shall control or  prevail. 
 
(k)  Sign placement.  No sign shall be placed or erected on any public property 
unless otherwise permitted by this Code. 
 
Section 4. Village Code Amended.  Chapter 118 (“Zoning”), Article VII (“Signs”), 

Section 118-303 (“Exempt Signs”) of the Code of Ordinances of the Village of Park Forest, Cook 
and Will Counties, Illinois, is amended by adding the underlined language to read as follows: 
 

Sec. 118-303. Exempt signs. 
 
A permit shall not be required for the signs covered by set forth in the provisions 
of this section below. Such exceptions, however, shall not be construed to relieve 
the owner of the sign from responsibility for its erection and maintenance in a 
safe manner.  The placement of more than one (1) exempt sign communicating 
the exact same message and of congruent shape and size on the same parcel of 
property is prohibited.  Unless specified in this section, no exempt sign shall 
exceed a sign area of five (5) square feet. 



 
 
(1)   Official government traffic signs. 
 
(2)   Permanent signs or temporary window graphics located completely within an 
enclosed building provided that the maximum sign area shall not exceed 25 
percent of the window in which it is displayed; provided further that no flashing 
sign of any size or covering any area may be visible from outside of the premises. 
 
(3)   The flag, emblem or insignia of a nation, political unit, or civic, 
philanthropic, educational or religious organization. 
 
(4)   One nonilluminated for sale or for rent sign, per parcel of real estate, 
provided that the sign is placed on such parcel being offered for sale or rent. In 
residential districts, the sign area may not exceed five square feet. In commercial 
and industrial districts, the maximum sign area may not exceed 20 square feet, 
and advertise exclusively the sale of the land or building upon which the sign is 
displayed, provided: 
 
a.   Such sign states the date on which the sign was erected; 
 
b.   No sold sign may be erected unless it replaces a previously existing for sale 
sign; and 
 
c.   Sold signs shall be removed upon closing of a sale. 
 
(5)   One nonilluminated nameplate for each dwelling unit in all residential 
districts, identifying only the name and address of the occupant and not exceeding 
one square foot in area. 
 
(6)   For multiple-family dwellings, or a group of multiple-family dwelling 
structures having a common driveway entrance from a public street, one sign for 
each common entrance not exceeding two square feet in area, identifying the 
addresses of dwelling units. 
 
(7)   Banners placed on light poles by the village. 
 
(8)   Any sign included in an approved stage II planned unit development or in an 
approved modification to an approved stage II planned unit development. 
 
(9)   A directional sign to the building used as the primary headquarters of a civic, 
philanthropic, educational or religious nonprofit organization or organizations, 
which directional sign meets the size, color and placement requirements as 
established by the department of public works; provided that there may be no 
more than four signs per building. For purposes of this section, it shall be 
understood that all signs: 



a.   Direct traffic to a building by its commonly known name, not to an 
organization; 
 
b.   Be purchased through the village, with all costs and expenses being borne by 
the requesting party and shall be paid at the time of submitting a request in 
writing to the village public works department; and 
 
c.   Be attached to existing poles within the village by the village public works 
department. 
 
(10) Noncommercial signs. 

 
    
 Section 5. Severability and Repeal of Inconsistent Ordinances.    If any provision 
of this Ordinance, or the application of any provision of this Ordinance, is held unconstitutional 
or otherwise invalid, such occurrence shall not affect other provisions of this Ordinance, or their 
application, that can be given effect without the unconstitutional or invalid provision or its 
application.  Each unconstitutional or invalid provision, or application of such provision, is 
severable, unless otherwise provided by this Ordinance.  All ordinances, resolutions or orders, or 
parts thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are to the extent of such conflict 
hereby repealed.   
 
 Section 6.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and 
after its passage and approval and publication as required by law. 
 
 PASSED this     day of   , 2008. 
 
 
 

APPROVED: 
 
 

______________________________ 
MAYOR 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
VILLAGE CLERK 
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