AGENDA
RULES MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, 350 VICTORY DRIVE, PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS
COOK AND WILL COUNTIES
Village Hall- Boardroom

7:00 p.m.

July 11, 2022

1. Permanent Light Installation – DownTown Park Forest & Village Green
2. An Ordinance to Approve an Intergovernmental Agreement with the South Suburban Land
Bank and Development Authority regarding the Acquisition and Disposition of certain vacant
properties through Abandonment Proceedings
3. An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of 307 Meota Street
4. An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of 182 Washington Street

Mayor’s Comments
Manager’s Comments
Trustee’s Comments
Attorney’s Comments
Clerk Comments
Audience to Visitors
Adjournment

Agenda Items are Available in the Lobby of Village Hall and on the Village website
www.villageofparkforest.com Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable
accommodation in order to participate in a public meeting should contact the Village Manager’s
Office at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting. The Village Manager’s Office can be
reached via telephone at (708) 283-5605 or (708)748-1129 or via e-mail at athurston@vopf.com.
Every effort will be made to allow for meeting participation.

AGENDA BRIEFING
DATE:

July 5, 2022

TO:

Mayor Jonathan Vanderbilt
Board of Trustees

FROM:

Heather Jones
DownTown Facility Manager
Robert Gunther
Director of Recreation, Parks & Community Health

RE:

Permanent Light Installation – DownTown Park Forest &Village Green

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:
As the Board is aware, the past two winter Holiday Season celebrations have include rather
extensive lighting in DownTown Park Forest and the Village Green. This past season was
particularly unique and exceptionally well received, with much positive social comment and
a welcome draw for DownTown businesses. These were provided and installed by Sav-ATree, an arboriculture company that also specializes in holiday and permanent, decorative
lighting.
In the spring of 2021, staff from the Downtown and Recreation, Parks and Community
Health began a discussion on adding a permanent light display to the Downtown buildings
and Village Green. Late in the summer staff consulted with Sav-A-Tree on options. Staff
criteria for a permanent display included a flexible/ programmable lighting system that would
remain in place year round. Sav-A-Tree recommended PermaLites365, a LED, Wi-Fi
connected, programmable track lighting system. The proposal is to outline the rooflines of
each of the DownTown buildings, see attached Lighting Scheme and Lighting Sample.
Highlights of this system include the ability to program an almost unlimited selection of
colors as well as a myriad of animation options. Colors and animations can be made to the
display as a whole or to each building section independently. This flexibility allows for
seasonally themed displays, as well as singular displays for any given event or building in the
DownTown. The display is programmed from the DownTown Management Office.
Practically, the proposal includes training, technical support and a 10-year manufacturer’s
warranty.
Cost to supply and install this system are as follows:
Village Hall – North Façade: $4,000
DownTown buildings 1 through 7: $102,000
A purchase order was issued in the fall of 2021 for the Village Hall but, as is becoming too
common, supply issues delayed this installation. Staff recommends the Village Manager be
authorized to contract for the purchase of the proposed PermaLite365 system from Sav-ATree for $102,000 with a contingency of $2,000 for incidental supplies needed by staff to
provide any electrical service to the roof as needed for a total of $104,000.
Total project cost:

Village Hall (PO Issued)
DownTown
Contingency
Total

$4,000
$102,000
$2,000
$108,000

Funds for this project will come from reimbursements in the Downtown TIF.
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION: This item will appear on the Agenda of the Rules
Meeting of July 11, 2022 for your consideration.

SERVICE AGREEMENT
Village of Park Forest Permanent Light Installation
6/20/2022
THIS SERVICE AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and entered into the most recent day and year set forth below by and
between Village of Park Forest, IL. (herein referred to as “Operator”), and SavATree, LLC. (herein referred to as
“Contractor”). Contractor is to perform services at the following addresses:
282 Main St (Building 1)
288 Main St (Building 2)
347 Liberty Dr (Building 3)
201 Main St (Building 4)
319 Main St (Building 5)
339 Main St (Building 6)
350 Victory Dr (Town Hall)
344-367 Artist Walk (Building 7)
The Operator and the Contractor may be referred to as “The Parties” or “Party” in this Agreement. No other Parties shall
be included in this Agreement.
WHERE AS, Operator engages contractor to perform services at the Property under the following terms and conditions. All
services performed pursuant to this Agreement shall be in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in this
Agreement.
1. Scope of Services. Contractor agrees to perform the services described in Exhibit “A” hereto attached and by
reference made a part hereof at the Property.
Permanent lighting to be installed is owned by the Operator. SavATree guarantees the proper installation,
programming, and setup of the product but gives no further guarantee. This contract covers the installation of track,
lights, controllers, repeaters, Wi-Fi router, power converters, and any cords required to supply power to the lighting.
SavATree will not provide any electrical outlets or any other modifications to the current electrical systems for the
listed buildings. Operator agrees to properly install any required electrical outlets needed for the project.
Performance of services shall be in conformance with industry standards and in a manner acceptable to Operator.
Contractor shall comply with applicable statutes, laws, ordinances, regulations and other governmental authority,
and any applicable protective covenants in the performance of such services. Contractor shall furnish all staffing
and any supervisory personnel to perform the services, and in so performing shall not knowingly use any product
or material unsuitable for the intended purpose or that is harmful or damaging to the Property.

2. Termination. Operator or Contractor may terminate this Contract, or any portion hereof, by giving written notice at
least 30 days prior to the effective date of such termination. In the event of termination by either party, Contractor
shall be fully compensated for the services performed and/or materials provided, including those purchased in
advance or installation, which are due and payable on or before the date of termination. Services and On-Call
Services, as defined hereinafter, may be provided to the Operator after the Termination Date of this Service
Agreement. Any such additional services beyond the scope of this Agreement will be provided at an additional
cost and shall be provided pursuant to the terms and provisions of this Agreement on a month to month basis.
Any price discounts or other benefits of the Agreement are valid only during the term of this Agreement.
3. Compensation. In consideration of the services to be performed pursuant to this Agreement, Operator agrees to
pay to Contractor for “Display Cost” services for each year within the scope of this agreement.
For 2021, “Display Cost” pricing shall be calculated using the method outlined below:
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2021 Display Cost
$4,000- for installation of lighting on Town Hall building
2022 Display Cost
$102,000- for installation of lighting on buildings 1-7
Invoices will be sent out upon completion of the work performed. Interest may be charged 1.5% of $5.00,
whichever is greater, per month or 18% per annum on past due accounts. In the event this account is referred to
an attorney for collection, Operator agrees to pay all reasonable attorneys’ fees, court costs, and any other
expenses of collection incurred by the Contractor.
4. Performance and Workmanship. Contractor shall use competent, trained employees to perform the Services within
this Agreement and shall adequately supervise its employees. All of the work performed by Contractor hereunder
will be performed in a professional and workmanlike manner. Operator shall have no right to directly supervise or
direct such employees of Contractor. Operator shall have the right to contact the Contractor and request that their
employees modify their activities or behavior if needed. All materials used by Contractor shall conform to regularly
accepted industry standards.
All planned service work under this Agreement will be performed during normal business hours, or at times and
dates mutually agreed upon by Operator and Contractor. Contractor agrees to abide by, and respect scheduled
functions hosted by Operator; Operator agrees to provide Contractor with a calendar of events and further provide
updated schedules as the need arises.
The Operator maintains a family-friendly, public environment for visitors. Contractor employees must maintain this
environment by refraining from blocking visitor access to pathways, listening to music without headphones, cursing,
inflammatory statements, or any other activity deemed inappropriate by the Operator. Operator reserves the right
to ask any Contractor employee not adhering to these guidelines to leave the premises.

5. Subcontractor. Contractor reserves the right to determine whether Subcontractors shall perform any element of
the services called for in this Agreement. Contractor shall be responsible for the Subcontractor’s performance in
accordance with the terms of this Agreement and shall further be responsible for payment of any sums due to the
Subcontractor in connection with the services performed under this Agreement. For the purposes of this
Agreement a Subcontractor shall be defined as a person or entity who has a direct relationship with the Contractor
to perform a portion of the work.
6. Indemnity. Contractor shall defend, save, hold harmless from and indemnify owner and their respective affiliates,
employees, partners, officers and directors, against any and all claims, damages, liabilities, losses, causes of
actions, and costs arising out of injury (including personal injury to or death of any person or persons) and loss or
damage to any property by the negligent or willful acts, errors or omissions of Contractor, or any of its owners,
officers, directors, agents, employees or subcontractors under this agreement. Contractor shall be responsible for
and bear the cost of all losses sustained and damage to indemnified parties property caused by contractor’s acts,
or those of its employees, agents, subcontractors, or subcontractor’s employees. The provisions of this article
shall survive the expiration or termination of this contract.

7. Disclaimer. Contractor hereby disclaims any and all liability for special or consequential damages or economic
loss resulting from acts, errors or omissions of contractor. The liability of contractor shall be limited to repair or
replacement, and all warranties, both express and implied, including, but not limited to, the warranty of
merchantability and implied warranty of fitness for a particular purpose are excluded.
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8. Acts Beyond Contractor’s Control. Any and all repairs deemed necessary due to theft, vandalism, neglect, fire,
power failures, extraordinary weather conditions, animals, GFI circuits, acts of God or damage caused as a result
of other landscape maintenance operations are not warranted and shall be billed at rates agreed upon by Operator
and Contractor. Operator will be billed for time and materials only.
9. Arbitration. In the event that a conflict arises, between Contractor and Operator, resulting in an interruption of
service or any other breach of contract, both parties agree to resolve the matter before a private arbitrator mutually
agreed to by the Parties.
10. Licenses and Insurance. During the term of this Agreement and during all subsequent periods for which Contractor
is providing Services at the Property, Contractor will maintain the types, coverage and minimum limits of insurance
reasonably necessary to perform the services contemplated by this Agreement. Upon request, Contractor will
deliver to Operator a correct Certificate of Insurance for each and every type of insurance required for this
Agreement. Contractor shall further maintain any necessary local state, and federal licenses and permits
necessary to perform the work stated in this Agreement.

Contractor will carry, for the duration of this Contract, insurance as follows and prior to commencement date shall provide
to Owner and Manager a Certificate of Insurance on an approved form evidencing compliance with the following insurance
requirements:
a) Certificate of Insurance must provide at least 30 days prior written notice of cancellation and/or material
changes in risks and coverage’s insured to Owner and Manager.
b) Certificate of Insurance shall provide evidence that relative to the General Liability, Excess or Umbrella
Liability and Automobile Policies the “Owner and Manager are named as additional insured. The coverage
afforded the additional insured under Contractor’s policy shall be primary and non-contributory.”
c) Contractor’s Certificate of Insurance shall indicate coverage in not less than the following minimum amounts:

GENERAL LIABILITY:
Each Occurrence
Personal and Advertising Injury
Aggregate
Products-Completed Operations

$1,000,000
$1,000,000
$2,000,000
$1,000,000

EXCESS LIABILITY
Each Occurrence
Aggregate

$1,000,000
$1,000,000

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY
Combined Single Limit
Or
Bodily Injury per Person
Bodily Injury per Accident
Bodily Damage per Accident

$1,000,000
$ 500,000
$ 500,000
$ 500,000

SOLE PROPRIETOR EXCEPTION – USE OF PERSONAL VEHICLE
Bodily Injury per Person
Not Acceptable
Bodily Injury per Accident
Not Acceptable
Bodily Damage per Accident
Not Acceptable
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION/EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY
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Statutory
EL Each Accident
EL Disease – Each Employee
EL Disease – Policy Limit

Yes
$ 500,000
$ 500,000
$ 500,000

ADDITIONAL CRITERIA
Workers’ Comp Exemption Form acceptable

No

PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY
Each Claim

Not Required

11. Notices. All notices, demands, or other documents or instruments required or permitted to be served when
delivered in person to an officer of the party who is being served, or two (2) business days after being placed in
the mail by certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, addressed to the party at the address stated
below:
Contractor at:
SavATree, LLC.
550 Bedford Road
Bedford Hills, NY 10507
Attn: Don Becker
Operator at:
Village of Park Forest
350 Victory Dr
Park Forest, IL 60466
Attn: Heather Jones
Or other such places as either Party may hereafter designate in writing.
12. Storage and Maintenance of Supplies and Equipment. Contractor shall ensure that no surplus equipment shall
litter the public area of the Property when Services or On-Call Services are being performed, and that no equipment
shall litter the Property after Services and On-Call services are completed. Contractor shall not store any
equipment and/or supplies in the Property without Operator’s prior written approval. Anytime such storage is
approved in writing by Operator, it shall be in locations designated by Operator.
13. Electrical Considerations. Electrical power shall be provided by Operator. Operator shall provide sufficient
power/sources for the display. Contractor will work jointly with Operator in mapping power sources on the property
for adequate power distribution.
14. Default. Each and every term and condition hereof shall be deemed to be a material element of this Agreement.
In the event either Party should fail or refuse to perform according to the terms of this Agreement, such Party may
be declared in default.
15. Remedies. In the event a Party declares a default by the other Party, such defaulting Party shall be allowed a
period of ten (10) days within which to cure said default. In the event the default remains uncorrected, the Party
declaring default may elect to (a) terminate the Agreement and seek damages; (b) treat the Agreement as
continuing and require specific performance; or (c) avail itself of any other remedy at law or equity. If the nondefaulting Party commences legal or equitable actions against the defaulting Party, the defaulting Party shall be
liable to the non-defaulting Party for the non-defaulting Party’s reasonable attorney fees and costs incurred
because of the default.
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16. Binding Effect. This writing constitutes the entire Agreement between the Parties and shall be binding upon said
Parties, their officers, employees, agents and assigns and shall inure to the benefit of the respective survivors,
heirs, personal representatives, successors and assigns of said Parties. Any previous oral and/or written promises
and/or agreements relating to the services to be provided pursuant to this Agreement are hereby superseded.
17. Law; Venue. The laws of the State of Illinois shall govern the construction, interpretation, execution and
enforcement of this Agreement. Venue for any dispute between them arising out of or relating to this Agreement
shall be in the District Court for Cook County, Illinois.
18. Severability. In the event any provision of this Agreement shall be held invalid or unenforceable by any court of
competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not invalidate or render unenforceable any other provision of this
Agreement.
19. Modifications and Amendments. This Agreement may not be modified, altered or amended except by a written
instrument executed by both Parties hereto.
20. Confidentiality. The Parties agree that the terms of this Service Agreement shall remain confidential. The Parties
agree, however, that the terms of this Service Agreement may be shared with their accountants, auditors and
attorneys as well as any prospective successor owner of a controlling interest in either Party.
21. Notices. All notices which are required, or which may be given under this Agreement shall be effective when
mailed via certified mail or overnight mail, postage prepaid and set to the address first set forth above.
22. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, all of which shall constitute one and the
same document. The Parties agree that a signature delivered as a scanned image attached to an email (for
example, a .pdf file) shall have the same force and effect as an original signature.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, Operator and Contractor have executed this Agreement as of the day and year first above written.

OPERATOR
BY:
_______________________________
TITLE: _______________________________
DATE: ___________
CONTRACTOR
BY:
_______________________________
TITLE: _______________________________
DATE: ___________
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Exhitbit A-

SavATree is an experienced company in the holiday lighting industry with 26 years of professional service to a large
variety of clients. SavATree has works with many premier holiday displays across the country, including Saint Catherine’s
University, Denver Botanic Gardens, Hudson Gardens, Town of Parker, Town of Superior, Highlands Ranch, City of Lone
tree and many more.

2021 holiday lighting proposal includes the following:
Permanent lighting for the buildings along Main Street, including:
•
•
•
•

Lighting product- lights, track, power converters, controllers, Wi-Fi connection, & all other product needed
for install
Setting up the display network, each building will be individually controllable
Programming of the display
Teaching any designated city employees to control the display

Pricing is broken into two years. 2021 includes lights to be installed on Town Hall building. 2022 install includes all lights
for buildings 1-7.

The lighting product is all covered under a 10-year manufacturer warranty. Prices listed are for the install & setup of the
system. Visits to repair the system through the end of 2021 are included in the pricing below. Starting January 2022 will
be billed at the rate of $98/person/hour, material costs are covered under the warranty.

SavATree will not be responsible for installing/repairing/replacing any electrical outlets. SavATree will provide a list of
where power is needed on the buildings when the work is contracted.
Project Pricing

Product

Labor

Total

2021

$

2,000

$

2,000

$

4,000

2022

$

62,000

$

40,000

$

102,000

Total

$

64,000

$

42,000

$

106,000
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2021
2022

Building 1
Building 3
Building 2

Building 4
Building 5

Building 6

Building 7
Town Hall
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Examples of where lighting will be placed
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AGENDA BRIEFING
DATE:

July 5, 2022

TO:

Mayor Vanderbilt
Board of Trustees

FROM:

Sandra Zoellner, Director of Economic Development and Planning
Andrew Brown, Planner

RE:

Ordinance to Approve an Intergovernmental Agreement with the South Suburban
Land Bank and Development Authority regarding the Acquisition and Disposition of
Certain Vacant Properties Through Abandonment Proceedings

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:
The Village of Park Forest has used the judicial abandonment process on numerous occasions to
obtain deeds to vacant and blighted residential properties in the Village. In May 2018, the Village
Board approved an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) to assign authority to do this work on
behalf of the Village to the South Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority (SSLBDA).
Authorizing the SSLBDA to undertake this process eliminates the Village’s legal expenses for
acquiring the judicial deeds, as well as maintenance expenses after the deeds are obtained. This IGA
also supports the financial sustainability of the SSLBDA. All profits generated by the sale of each
home are utilized by the SSLBDA to support its mission in the south suburbs. Since 2018, Staff
presented three amendments to the IGA to authorize pursuit of certain properties.
The new IGA (Exhibit A) preempts the need for future IGAs between the Village and SSLBDA.
The SSLBDA’s Board approved the IGA (Exhibit A) at their meeting on June 24, 2022. The new
IGA includes 14 properties to be conveyed to the SSLBDA. These properties were identified by the
Community Development Department because the Village has had to maintain them for several
years, they are more than two years in tax arrears, and/or they have more than two years of
outstanding water bills. Previously, the IGA provided outstanding water bills payable to the Village
would be reimbursed from any net proceeds resulting from the sale of each property. The new IGA
does not include this provision. Consequently, before properties are provided to the SSLBDA, staff
will conduct a cost-benefit analysis. The Village will then have two choices: pursue the property
through the Village attorney or provide the property to the SSLBDA.
Caitlyn Sharrow, SSLBDA Attorney, drafted the attached Ordinance and IGA. The new IGA will
expedite the transfer of property. This will no longer require an Ordinance approved by the Village
for every property transfer. The revised State Statute permits a petition to the courts to award a
judicial deed to properties that are vacant, impair public health, safety, or welfare, and two years in
arrears on water bills or property taxes became active in January 2022. For background,
Abandonment Statute Revisions to 65 ILCS 5/11-31-1(d) are attached (Exhibit C).
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION: This item will appear on the Rules Agenda of July 11,
2022, for discussion and the Regular Meeting for First Reading.
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ORDINANCE NO. __________
AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST TO ENTER IN AN
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE SOUTH SUBURBAN
LAND BANK AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY REGARDING THE
ACQUISITION AND DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN VACANT PROPERTIES THROUGH
ABANDONMENT PROCEEDINGS
WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 10 of the Constitution of the State of Illinois authorizes and
encourages units of local government to contract or otherwise associate among themselves to obtain
or share services and to exercise, combine, or transfer any power or function; and
WHEREAS, the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 5 ILCS 220/1 et seq., authorizes
cooperative arrangements between public agencies of the State of Illinois; and
WHEREAS, SSLBDA is an intergovernmental agency formed by numerous south suburban
Cook and Will County municipalities, including the Village of Park Forest, to assist in the
redevelopment and neighborhood stabilization efforts of its member municipalities; and
WHEREAS, SSLBDA through its counsel, works to acquire, manage, and repurpose vacant,
abandoned, and tax delinquent properties within the Village and surrounding south suburban
municipalities; and
WHEREAS, the Village is a home-rule Illinois municipal corporation authorized to acquire,
manage, and convey real property in order to facilitate the redevelopment and rehabilitation of vacant,
abandoned, and tax delinquent properties; and
WHEREAS, Section 11-31-1(d) of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5-1-1-1 et seq.,
authorizes the Village to petition the circuit court to have property declared abandoned, and may
thereafter petition for a judicial deed to property so declared (collectively, “Abandonment
Proceedings”), provided that the property has been tax delinquent for two or more years or bills for water

service for the property have been outstanding for two or more years; is unoccupied by persons legally in
possession; and the property’s condition impairs public health, safety, or welfare for the reasons specified in
the petition filed with the court; and

WHEREAS, in order to encourage economic redevelopment and rehabilitation of vacant,
abandoned, and tax delinquent properties, SSLBDA and the Village, through acts of their respective
duly constituted governing bodies, entered into an Intergovernmental Agreement for the Acquisition
of Certain Properties Through Abandonment Proceedings (“IGA”); and
WHEREAS, the IGA is intended to authorize SSLBDA’s counsel to file and prosecute
petitions for a declaration of abandonment pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-31-1(d) on behalf of the Village,
to the extent allowed by law; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the
Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, that the IGA between SSLBDA and the
2

Village regarding the acquisition of certain properties through abandonment proceedings is as
follows:
Section 1. Incorporation of Recitals. The foregoing recitals are hereby incorporated into this
Ordinance as if fully set forth in this Section 1.
Section 2. All other provisions of the IGA remain in effect.
Section 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its
passage and approval as provided by law.
PASSED this ______ day of ________, 2022.

APPROVED:

ATTEST:

______________________________
Jonathan Vanderbilt, Mayor

Sheila McGann, Village Clerk

AYES: ______ NAYS: ______ ABSTENTIONS: ______ ABSENCES: ______
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EXHIBIT A
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE
SOUTH SUBURBAN LAND BANK AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
REGARDING THE ACQUISITION AND DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN VACANT
PROPERTIES THROUGH ABANDONMENT PROCEEDINGS
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE SOUTH SUBURBAN LAND BANK AND DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY AND THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST FOR THE ACQUISITION OF
CERTAIN PROPERTIES THROUGH ABANDONMENT PROCEEDINGS
THIS INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT (“IGA”) is entered into between the
South Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority (“SSLBDA”) and the Village of Park
Forest, an Illinois municipal corporation (“Municipality”) (collectively, “Parties”), and shall
commence on the date that the last signatory executes this IGA (“Effective Date”).
Recitals
WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 10 of the Constitution of the State of Illinois authorizes and
encourages units of local government to contract or otherwise associate among themselves to
obtain or share services and to exercise, combine, or transfer any power or function; and
WHEREAS, the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 5 ILCS 220/1 et seq., authorizes
cooperative arrangements between public agencies of the State of Illinois; and
WHEREAS, SSLBDA is an intergovernmental agency formed by numerous south suburban
Cook and Will County municipalities, including the Municipality, to assist in the redevelopment
and neighborhood stabilization efforts of its member municipalities; and
WHEREAS, SSLBDA, through its counsel, works to acquire, manage, and repurpose vacant,
abandoned, and tax delinquent properties within the Municipality and surrounding south suburban
municipalities;
WHEREAS, the Municipality is an Illinois municipal corporation authorized to acquire,
manage, and convey real property in order to facilitate the redevelopment and rehabilitation of
vacant, abandoned, and tax delinquent properties; and
WHEREAS, Section 11-31-1(d) of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/1-1-1 et seq.,
authorizes the Municipality to petition the circuit court to have property declared abandoned, and
may thereafter petition for a judicial deed to property so declared (collectively “Abandonment
Proceedings”), provided that the property is delinquent in real estate taxes or water bills for two or
more years, is unoccupied by persons legally in possession, and the property’s condition impairs
public health, safety, or welfare; and
WHEREAS, the Municipality and SSLBDA seek to enter into this IGA to use Abandonment
Proceedings to encourage economic redevelopment and rehabilitation of vacant, abandoned, and
tax delinquent properties; and
WHEREAS, the Municipality and SSLBDA are authorized to execute this IGA by act(s) of
their respective duly constituted governing bodies.
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NOW, THEREFORE, the parties set forth their mutual understandings as follows:
1. Incorporation of Recitals: The foregoing recitals are made a part of and incorporated
into this IGA.
2. Authority to File and Prosecute Abandonment Petitions: The Municipality authorizes
and engages SSLBDA and its counsel to file and prosecute, on its behalf, petition(s) for a
declaration of abandonment (pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-31-1(d)) (“Petition”) for all parcels
identified in Exhibit A (“Parcels”). Exhibit A may be amended to include additional Parcels from
time to time by written agreement, including by email, of the Parties’ Contacts, as defined herein.
3. Costs: So long as a Parcel is eligible for a declaration of abandonment, SSLBDA shall
pay for all fees, including attorneys’ fees and court costs, required to file and prosecute the Petition
filed under this Agreement.
4. Title to Abandoned Parcels: In exchange for SSLBDA paying costs of abandonment
proceedings, as described in paragraph 3, the Municipality agrees that SSLBDA shall be the
Municipality’s designated recipient of a judicial deed pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-31-1(d). If,
however, a judicial deed is issued to the Municipality instead of SSLBDA as a result of a
declaration of abandonment filed pursuant to this Agreement, the Municipality agrees to
immediately convey fee simple title to the Parcel to SSLBDA.
5. Management of Abandoned Parcel: SSLBDA shall manage and dispose of any Parcels
acquired under this Agreement in accordance with the SSLBDA by-laws and policies and in
consultation with the Municipal Contact, as defined herein.
6. Proceeds of Future Sale: SSLBDA shall be entitled to all proceeds from any future sale
of any Parcel acquired by SSLBDA under this Agreement. SSLBDA shall use the proceeds to
further its mission.
7. Properties Ineligible for Abandonment: In the event that SSLBDA, or its counsel,
notifies the Municipal Contact, in writing, that a Parcel is ineligible for a declaration of
abandonment, the Municipality may elect to:
a. Dismiss the Petition; or
b. Proceed with the Petition and seek demolition or repair authority for the
Municipality pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-31-1(a). If the Municipality elects to proceed
with the Petition, the Municipality shall engage its own counsel and pay all future
costs associated with the Petition.
8. Contacts: The Parties’ contacts for implementation of this Agreement are as follows
(“Contacts”):
For the Municipality:
Contact: Director of Economic Development and Planning
Currently: Sandra Zoellner
Email: szoellner@vopf.com
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For SSLBDA:
Contact: Executive Director’s Designee
Currently: Liz Castaneda
Liz.castaneda@southlanddevelopment.org
With a copy to:
Caitlyn Sharrow
Denzin Soltanzadeh LLC
190 S. LaSalle, Suite 2160
Chicago, Illinois 60603
csharrow@denzinlaw.com
(312) 380-7260
9. Incorporation/Survival: This IGA sets forth the entire understanding of the parties
relative to the subject hereof and supersedes any and all prior agreements, expressed or implied,
oral, or written, with respect to the subject hereof. Changes, extensions, or modifications to this
IGA shall only be made by mutual agreement between the parties and shall be in writing. No term
of this IGA may be waived or discharged orally or by any course of dealing, but only by an
instrument in writing signed by the party benefited by such term. Any terms and conditions
contained in this IGA that by their express terms, sense or context are intended to survive the
termination or expiration of this IGA shall so survive.
10. Complete Agreement: All prior understandings and agreements between the Parties are
merged into this Agreement which alone fully and completely expresses the Parties’ agreement.
11. No Third-Party Beneficiaries: The covenants and agreements contained herein shall
be binding upon and inure to the sole benefit of the Parties hereto, and their successors and assigns.
Nothing herein, express, or implied, is intended to or shall confer upon any other person, entity,
company, or organization, any legal or equitable right, benefit, or remedy of any nature whatsoever
under or by reason of this IGA.
12. Counterparts: This IGA may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which
shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument,
and any signatures to counterparts may be delivered by facsimile or other electronic transmission
and shall have the same force and effect as original signatures.
13. Force and Effect; Termination: This Agreement shall be in force and effect as of the
Effective Date and shall remain in effect thereafter until terminated by either Party. Either Party
may terminate this IGA, for any reason, by the Contact providing thirty (30) days written notice
of its intent to terminate to the other Contact. However, in the event Petitions are pending at the
time notice of the termination is sent, the termination shall not be effective until the Parties agree,
in writing, to a resolution for each pending Petition, including the costs associated with each
pending Petition. A Petition is pending so long as a final order has not been entered in the circuit
court and so long as the conveyance described in Paragraph 4, above, has not been completed.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this IGA is hereby executed on behalf of the parties through their
authorized representatives as set forth below.
MUNICIPALITY

SOUTH SUBURBAN LAND BANK AND
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Village of Park Forest
By:

By:

Name: Thomas K. Mick

Name: Liz Castaneda

Title: Village Manager

Title:

Date:

Date:
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EXHIBIT B
PARCEL(S) PROPOSED FOR ABANDONMENT PETITIONS
Property
252 Minocqua
255 Minocqua
41 Apple
363 Minocqua
53 Marquette
411 Douglas
131 Peach Street
363 Indianwood Blvd.
210 Mantua Street
370 Blackhawk Drive
235 Mantua Street
64 Cherry Street
109 Peach Street
3 Monee Court

PIN(s)
31-36-312-014-0000
31-36-105-042-0000
31-36-403-002-0000
31-35-206-022-0000
31-36-408-019-0000
31-24-305-017-0000
31-36-104-005-0000
31-36-314-017-0000
31-36-310-041-0000
31-35-205-003-0000
31-35-415-015-0000
31-36-202-005-0000
31-36-104-016-0000
21-14-01-107-018-0000

EXHIBIT C

Abandonment Statute Revisions
Effective January 1, 2022
65 ILCS 5/11-31-1(d)
1. Changes the criteria for abandonment
a. Old version:
i. The property has been tax delinquent for 2 or more years or bills for water
service has been outstanding for 2 or more years;
ii. The property is unoccupied by persons legally in possession; and
iii. The property contains a dangerous or unsafe building for the reasons specified
in the petition filed with the court.
b. New version:
i. The property has been tax delinquent for 2 or more years or bills for water
service for the property have been outstanding for 2 or more years;
ii. The property is unoccupied by persons legally in possession; and
iii. The property’s condition impairs public health, safety, or welfare for the reasons
specified in the petition filed with the court.
c. Consequences of change:
i. Can now file abandonment cases for unimproved lots, if there is evidence that
the lots “impair public health, safety, or welfare.” (fly dumping, significant grass
cutting/landscaping, police calls, loitering/unlawful uses, etc.)
ii. Lowers the standard for abandonment from “dangerous and unsafe” (i.e., the
demolition standard) to “impairs public health, safety, or welfare” so that
properties with code violations that impair the public health, but do not yet rise
to the level of demolition, can be subject to an abandonment case.
2. Adds a Posting Requirement
a. New language:
i. “At least 30 days prior to any declaration of abandonment, the municipality or
its agent shall post a notice not less than 1 foot by 1 foot in size on the front of
the subject building or property. The notice shall be dated as of the date of the
posting and state that the municipality is seeking a declaration of abandonment
for the property. The notice shall also include the case number for the
underlying circuit court petition filed pursuant to this subsection and a
notification that the owner should file an appearance in the matter if the
property is not abandoned.”
b. Consequence of change:
i. Signs/notice must be made and posted at least 30 days before we can obtain a
declaration of abandonment, but after the abandonment case is filed with the
court.
ii. Sample language for the sign is attached.
iii. Since this is a prerequisite to obtaining an order of abandonment, we need to
provide evidence the notice was posted. This evidence should come in the form
of dated, color, photographs that show the sign up close (so that the language
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can be read) and a picture of the property showing the location of the sign in
relation to the rest of the property.
3. Judicial deed can be issued to SSLBDA
a. Old version:
i. The municipality may petition the court to issue a judicial deed for the property
to the municipality.
b. New version:
i. The municipality may petition the court to issue a judicial deed for the property
to the municipality or another governmental body designated by the
municipality in the petition.
c. Consequence of change:
i. For abandonment cases filed by SSLBDA under the abandonment
Intergovernmental Agreement, SSLBDA will be the designated recipient of the
judicial deed.
ii. The prior process where a judicial deed was issued to the municipality and then
the municipality had to execute a quit claim deed to SSLBDA will no longer be
needed.
iii. Any properties acquired under the abandonment IGA will be owned and
retained by SSLBDA, unless agreed to in writing by the municipality and
SSLBDA, prior to SSLBDA filing the case.
iv. When submitting proposed abandonment properties to SSLBDA, please be sure
to indicate if the municipality is seeking to be the owner.
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AGENDA BRIEFING
DATE:

July 5, 2022

TO:

Mayor Vanderbilt
Board of Trustees

FROM:

Sandra Zoellner, Director of Economic Development and Planning
Andrew Brown, Planner

RE:

Approval of an Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of 307 Meota Street

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:
Village of Park Forest acquired the single family house located at 307 Meota Street as a result of the
Cook County No Cash Bid Scavenger Sale held in 2019. The Tax Deed was recorded June 23,
2022. Expenses related to safety, acquisition, and mowing plus anticipated legal and real estate
expenses total $9,933.33. The following table provides details of the expenses.
307 Meota
Board-up
Legal – acquisition
Water
Mowing
Est. Legal & Real Estate
Total

Expenses
$ 253.33
$ 2,650.00
$
$ 2,030.00
$ 5,000.00
$ 9,933.33

Village staff propose to identify a Park Forest based realtor to manage the sale of 307 Meota Street.
As documented from real estate transfer data from the Community Development Department, the
real estate market in Park Forest is very healthy right now. Residential properties, even those sold
as-is and needing signification repair, are selling quickly. Therefore, it is important for the Village
to be in a position to act quickly when an offer is made on this house. Typically, the process for sale
of Village-owned property starts after a buyer is identified, and requires the approval of an
Ordinance - three Board meetings. Staff requests prior authorization for the Village Manager to sell
this house at a minimum price of $11,000.
The house listing has not yet been drafted but will be prepared by the Village Board of Trustees
Rules meeting August 8, 2022. Setting the minimum price allows the Village to recapture all
expenses related to the property and provides the Village Manager flexibility to change the asking
price based on current demand. Staff are recommending selling the house as is, now, to minimize
carrying costs and allow a private entity to rehabilitate the property. After restitution for past
expenses, the gains from the sale will be used to continue the acquisition and improvement of
property consistent with adopted Village plans.
The Village Attorney prepared a similar Ordinance for prior sales of Village owned properties.
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION: This item will appear on the Rules Agenda of July 11,
2022, for discussion and the Regular Meeting for First Reading.

ORDINANCE NO.
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF
REAL ESTATE COMMONLY KNOWN AS
307 MEOTA STREET IN THE
VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS

WHEREAS, Park Forest is the owner of certain real estate commonly known as 307 Meota
Street, Park Forest, Illinois which is legally described on Exhibit “A” hereto and incorporated herein
by reference (“Property”); and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees have determined that the sale of the Property
will promote the economic vitality of the Village and thereby serve a corporate purpose.
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village of
Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, in the exercise of Park Forest’s home rule powers as
follows:
SECTION 1: The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by reference and made
a part hereof.
SECTION 2: The Village Manager is authorized to sell the Property for a gross sales price
of not less than eleven thousand dollars ($11,000.00) subject to such terms and conditions as may
be approved by the Village Manager. The Village Manager is also authorized to engage the
services of a licensed real estate broker to facilitate the sale of the Property.
SECTION 3: The Village Mayor, Village Clerk, Village Manager, and Village Attorney are
authorized to execute such documents as are necessary to effectuate the sale of the Property.
SECTION 4: If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this ordinance shall be held
invalid, the invalidity thereof shall not affect any of the other provisions of this ordinance.
SECTION 5: All ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such
conflict.

PASSED this _________ day of _________________, 2022.
APPROVED:

ATTEST:

_________________________________

___________________________________

Jonathan Vanderbilt
Village Mayor

Sheila McGann
Village Clerk

EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Lot 25 in Block 56 in Village of Park Forest Area Number 5, a Subdivision of part of the East half of
Section 35 and the West half of Section 36, Township 35 North, Range 13, East of the Third
Principal Meridian in Cook County, Illinois, Blocks 31 to 33, 42 to 46, 53 to 56, 62 to 65, 72, 73, 79
to 84 included
P.I.N.: 31-36-309-001-0000
Common Address: 307 Meota Street, Park Forest, Illinois 60466

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTIES OF COOK AND WILL

)
) SS
)
CERTIFICATION

I, Sheila McGann, do hereby certify that I am the duly qualified and elected Clerk of the
Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, and that as such Clerk I do have charge of
and custody of the books and records of the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties,
Illinois.
I do hereby further certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of Ordinance No.
_______________, “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL ESTATE
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 307 MEOTA STREET IN PARK FOREST, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS,”
adopted and approved by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village of Park Forest, Illinois on
__ _____________, 2022.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my hand and the Corporate Seal of the
Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois this ____day of ______________ 2022.

SHEILA MCGANN
Village Clerk
Village of Park Forest
Cook and Will Counties, Illinois

AGENDA BRIEFING
DATE:

July 5, 2022

TO:

Mayor Vanderbilt
Board of Trustees

FROM:

Sandra Zoellner, Director of Economic Development and Planning
Andrew Brown, Planner

RE:

Approval of an Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of 182 Washington Street

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:
Village of Park Forest acquired the single family house located at 182 Washington Street as a result
of the Cook County No Cash Bid Scavenger Sale. The Tax Deed was recorded June 23, 2022.
Expenses related to safety, acquisition, and mowing plus anticipated legal and real estate expenses
total $11,116.33. The following table provides details of the expenses.
182 Washington
Board-up
Legal – acquisition
Water
Mowing
Est. Legal & Real Estate
Total

Expenses
$ 568.18
$ 3,182.15
$ $ 2,366.00
$ 5,000.00
$ 11,116.33

Village staff propose to identify a Park Forest based realtor to manage the sale of 182 Washington
Street. As documented from real estate transfer data from the Community Development
Department, the real estate market in Park Forest is very healthy right now. Residential properties,
even those sold as-is and needing signification repair, are selling quickly. Therefore, it is important
for the Village to be in a position to act quickly when an offer is made on this house. Typically, the
process for sale of Village-owned property starts after a buyer is identified and requires the approval
of an Ordinance - three Board meetings. Staff requests prior authorization for the Village Manager
to sell this house at a minimum price of $12,000.
The house listing has not yet been drafted but will be prepared by the Village Board of Trustees
Rules meeting August 8, 2022. Setting the minimum price allows the Village to recapture all
expenses related to the property and provides the Village Manager flexibility to change the asking
price based on current demand. Staff are recommending selling the house as is, now, to minimize
carrying costs and allow a private entity to rehabilitate the property. After restitution for past
expenses, the gains from the sale will be used to continue the acquisition and improvement of
property consistent with adopted Village plans.
The Village Attorney prepared a similar Ordinance for prior sales of Village owned properties.
SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION: This item will appear on the Rules Agenda of July 11,
2022, for discussion and the Regular Meeting for First Reading.

ORDINANCE NO.
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF
REAL ESTATE COMMONLY KNOWN AS
182 WASHTINGTON STREET IN THE
VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS

WHEREAS, Park Forest is the owner of certain real estate commonly known as 182
Washington Street, Park Forest, Illinois which is legally described on Exhibit “A” hereto and
incorporated herein by reference (“Property”); and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees have determined that the sale of the Property
will promote the economic vitality of the Village and thereby serve a corporate purpose.
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village of
Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, in the exercise of Park Forest’s home rule powers as
follows:
SECTION 1: The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by reference and made
a part hereof.
SECTION 2: The Village Manager is authorized to sell the Property for a gross sales price
of not less than twelve thousand dollars ($12,000.00) subject to such terms and conditions as may
be approved by the Village Manager. The Village Manager is also authorized to engage the
services of a licensed real estate broker to facilitate the sale of the Property.
SECTION 3: The Village Mayor, Village Clerk, Village Manager, and Village Attorney are
authorized to execute such documents as are necessary to effectuate the sale of the Property.
SECTION 4: If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this ordinance shall be held
invalid, the invalidity thereof shall not affect any of the other provisions of this ordinance.
SECTION 5: All ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such
conflict.

PASSED this _________ day of _________________, 2022.
APPROVED:

ATTEST:

_________________________________

___________________________________

Jonathan Vanderbilt
Village Mayor

Sheila McGann
Village Clerk

EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Lot 6 in Block 13 of Village of Park Forest First Addition to Westwood, a Subdivision of part of the
Southeast quarter of Section 26 lying South of Commonwealth Edison Company’s right of way
(Public Service Company of Northern Illinois) and the Southeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of
Section 26 lying South of the Elgin Joliet and Eastern Railroad right of way, also part of Section 25
South of the Elgin Joliet Eastern Railroad right of way in Township 35 North, Range 13, East of the
Third Principal Meridian in Cook County, Illinois.
P.I.N.: 31-26-403-019-0000
Common Address: 182 Washington Street, Park Forest, Illinois 60466

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTIES OF COOK AND WILL

)
) SS
)
CERTIFICATION

I, Sheila McGann, do hereby certify that I am the duly qualified and elected Clerk of the
Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, and that as such Clerk I do have charge of
and custody of the books and records of the Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties,
Illinois.
I do hereby further certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of Ordinance No.
_______________, “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL ESTATE
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 182 WASHINGTON ON STREET IN PARK FOREST, COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS,” adopted and approved by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village of Park
Forest, Illinois on __ _____________, 2022.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my hand and the Corporate Seal of the
Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois this ____day of ______________ 2022.

SHEILA MCGANN
Village Clerk
Village of Park Forest
Cook and Will Counties, Illinois

AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
350 VICTORY DRIVE
PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS
Village Hall - Board Room

7:00 p.m.

July 11, 2022

Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance
Reports of Village Officers
Mayor
Village Manager

Village Attorney
Village Clerk

Reports of Commission Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons
Citizens Comments, Observations, Petitions
Motion:
CONSENT:
1. Motion:

Approval of Consent
A Motion to approve the minutes of Special Rules meeting of May 23,
2022, the Rules meeting of May 23, 2022 and the Regular meeting May
23, 2022

Appointments
DEBATABLE:
2. Ordinance:

An Ordinance to Approve an Intergovernmental Agreement with the
South Suburban Land Bank Development Authority regarding the
Acquisition and Disposition of Certain Vacant Properties Through
Abandonment Proceedings (First Reading)

3. Ordinance:

An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of 307 Meota Street (First Reading)

4. Ordinance:

An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of 182 Washington Street (First
Reading)

Adjournment

NOTE: Copies of Agenda Items are Available in the Lobby of Village Hall and on the Village website
www.villageofparkforest.com
Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in a public
meeting should contact the Village Manager’s Office at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled
meeting. The Village Manager’s Office can be reached via telephone at (708) 283-5605 or (708) 7481129 or via e-mail athurston@vopf.com. Every effort will be made to allow for meeting participation.

MOTIONS

MOVED that the Consent Agenda and each item contained therein be hereby approved:

1. MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees approve A Motion to approve of Special
Rules meeting of May 23, 2022, the Rules meeting of May 23, 2022 and the Regular meeting
May 23, 2022.

MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Robert Carreon to an unexpired term on
the Beautification Awards Committee to expire on December 31, 2022.
MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Atina Moore to an unexpired term on
the Beautification Awards Committee to expire on December 31, 2022.
MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Debra Andrews to an unexpired term on
the Beautification Awards Committee to expire on December 31, 2023.
MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Gloria Parker to an unexpired term on
the Beautification Awards Committee to expire on December 31, 2024.
MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Lori Mitchell to an unexpired term on
the Youth Commission to expire on December 31, 2024.

July 11, 2022

SPECIAL RULES MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, 350 VICTORY DRIVE, PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS
COOK AND WILL COUNTIES
Village Hall

Boardroom 6:00 p.m.

May 23, 2022

IN ATTENDANCE: Trustee Tiffani Graham, Trustee Joseph Woods, Trustee Maya Hardy, and
Trustee Erin Slone
ABSENT: Mayor Jonathan Vanderbilt, Trustee Theresa Settles, and Trustee Candyce Herron
STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: Village Manager Tom Mick, Finance Director Mark Pries, Director
of Economic Development and Planning Department Sandra Zoellner
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Alex Bazan; Priscilla Centeno, Odelson and Sterk Attorneys
Roll Call
Trustee Graham called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. Roll was called by Clerk McGann. Due to
the absence of Mayor Vanderbilt and Trustee Settles, Senior Trustee Graham was appointed
President Pro Tem.
Workshop – Update on Cook County Property Tax Issues
Manager Mick said the Board and staff have had a discussion this issue. This workshop’s purpose
is to see what steps the Village can take regarding the Cook County Assessor office and the
inequities of the property tax evaluations and tax bills.
Director Zoellner summarized with two PowerPoint slides the recent meeting she had on April 19
with Cook County Assessor Fritz Kaegi and others. Trustee Woods also attended. Highlights of
the discussion included:
 Apartment & Vacancy Classifications
 Appraisal Bias
 Irregular Tax Bills
 Zero and Near Zero Tax Bills.
Director Zoellner recounted the explanations by the Assessor of the discussion from the meeting.
She noted that while comparing home replacements in various communities are the same, the value
is lower. As the replacement value would go up, then Park Forest’s taxes would go down.
Director Zoellner explained that some adjustments will be made but will take time, i.e. sales ratio
study and results of the Board of Review Appeals. She also noted that the Village and Board
continue to work with Cook County Board members, School Districts, and Assessor’s Policy
Director, Vincent Waller. She added that working with legislators who have proposed to increase
and/or expand exemptions would help. Director Zoellner said there are northern suburban
communities that also have vacancy valuation issues/concerns similar to Southern Cook County.
The Board had many questions, comments, concerns, and frustrations regarding appraisals,
inconsistencies, replacement values vs fair market value, and the inequities affecting the south
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suburbs in Cook County, particularly Park Forest. Also, there were concerns regarding the zero
tax bills and the Village’s group homes tax status. After much discussion, there are many
unanswered questions and more specific information needs to be researched, gathered, and
reviewed.
There were a number of questions, suggestions, examples to be used when working with the
Assessor’s Office at the next meeting. What does the state statute say regarding legal recourse?
What is the Cook County formula for property taxes for homeowners and commercial properties?
Why is the Cook County Tax System different that the State of Illinois? It was suggested to put
this information in a letter, continue to work with other communities, and check with attorneys
who would be our advocate being mindful of the fall election of 2022.
Mayor’s Comments
President Pro tem Graham dispensed with the comments section of the agenda until the regular
meeting.
Manager’s Comments
Trustee’s Comments
Attorney’s Comments
Clerk Comments
Adjournment
This concluded the Special Rules Meeting.
There being no further business. President Pro tem Graham called for a motion to adjourn. Motion
was made by Trustee Hardy, seconded by Trustee Slone and passed unanimously by voice vote.
The meeting was adjourned with a voice vote with the following results:
Ayes: 4
Nays: 0
Absent: 3
The meeting was adjourned with four (4) ayes, no (0) nays, and three (3) absent.
President Pro tem Graham adjourned the Special Rules Meeting at 6:58 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sheila McGann
Village Clerk
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RULES MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, 350 VICTORY DRIVE, PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS
COOK AND WILL COUNTIES
Village Hall- Boardroom

7:00 p.m.

March 23, 2022

IN ATTENDANCE: Trustee Tiffani Graham, Trustee Joseph Woods, Trustee Maya Hardy, and
Trustee Erin Slone
ABSENT: Mayor Jonathan Vanderbilt, Trustee Theresa Settles, and Trustee Candyce Herron
STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: Village Manager Tom Mick, Police Chief Paul Winfrey, Fire
Chief Tracy Natyshok, Village Attorney Leslie Kennedy, Finance Director Mark Pries, Director
of Parks, Recreation, and Community Health Rob Gunther, Director of Community
Development Larrie Kerestes, Director of Economic Development and Planning Department
Sandra Zoellner, Director of Public Works Roderick Ysaguirre, and Mark Geising, IT
Coordinator
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Alex Bazan, Priscilla Centeno, Odelson and Sterk Attorneys
RECORDER: Village Clerk Sheila McGann
Roll Call
Trustee Graham called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Roll was called by Clerk McGann. Due
to the absence of Mayor Vanderbilt and Trustee Settles, Senior Trustee Graham was appointed
President Pro Tem.
President Pro tem Graham read a proclamation honoring State Farm Insurance’s 100 year
birthday. June 7 is named State Farm Day in Park Forest; being a good neighbor is what it’s all
about.
1. Resolution Establishing a Retirement Healthcare Funding Plan
Manager Mick said explained that is plan has to have a third party establish and administer the
voluntary contributions made by employees to offset their medical/insurance costs in retirement.
The minimal impact on the Village would be administrative costs. Director Pries added that is
advantageous to the employee as it is tax exempt. The Village does not add or match funds
contributed voluntarily by the employee. President Pro tem Graham asked if there were questions
or comments from the Board. When Trustee Woods noted that there were no additional cost to
the Village, Director Pries added that the set up costs have been waved. Hearing no other
questions or comments, this item will be on the agenda at the June 13 Regular Meeting.
2. Establishment of a Code of Conduct for Volunteer Board/Commission Members
Manager Mick has been asked during his evaluation if there is a policy or a code of conduct
established for volunteer board/commission members. This code before the Board has been
drawn up by legal counsel and reviewed/amended with feedback from Trustees and staff liaisons.
He read the eight highlights from the Code of Conduct as presented in the agenda memo.
1

Manager Mick asked Village Attorney Kennedy if there was anything to add. She, with
Attorney Centeno in the audience, noted that the rules are self-explanatory. President Pro tem
Graham asked the Board if there were any questions or comments, Trustee Woods added the
Commissions and Advisory Groups are the bedrock of our community. The Code of Conduct
has been set up to protect the Village and the Commissioners. When Trust Slone asked if these
are retroactive or going forward, Manager Mick said these will apply to all commissioners going
forward and those already on commissions. Hearing no other questions, this item will be on the
agenda at the June 13 Regular Meeting.
3. Resolution Authorizing the Disposal of Personal Property owned by the Village of Park
Forest
Manager Mick said this is a housekeeping issue, allowing for the disposal of various older and
unnecessary vehicles and equipment from the Police Department and Public Works Department.
Chief Winfrey and Director Ysaguirre had nothing more to add. As there were no questions or
comments from the Board, this item will be on the agenda at the June 13 Regular Meeting.
4. A Contract Amendment with Municipal Systems, LLC
Manager Mick said this item is an umbrella agreement for unpaid tickets. Chief Winfrey
explained the current agreement with Municipal Systems and their proposed amendments with
software and fee changes. Staff researched comparable software and found Municipal Systems
to offer what the Village needs for ticket collection programs and collections. President Pro tem
Graham asked if there were questions or comments from the Board. When Trustee Hardy asked
about an increase in three years, Chief Winfrey explained that the other contract also had a selfrenewing with the increase. Chief Winfrey clarified to Trustee Slone that the Village currently
uses two services. The new contract amendment would allow the Village to use a system that
integrates for services. Hearing no other questions, this item will be on the agenda at the June
13 Regular Meeting.
Mayor’s Comments
President Pro tem Graham dispensed with the comments section of the agenda until the regular
meeting.
Manager’s Comments
Trustee’s Comments
Attorney’s Comments
Clerk Comments
Audience to Visitors
None
Adjournment
This concluded the Rules Board meeting.
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There being no further business. President Pro tem Graham called for a motion to adjourn.
Motion was made by Trustee Woods, seconded by Trustee Hardy and passed unanimously by
voice vote.
The meeting was adjourned with a voice vote with the following results:
Ayes: 4
Nays: 0
Absent: 3
The meeting was adjourned with four (4) ayes, no (0) nays, and three (3) absent.
President Pro tem Graham adjourned the regular meeting at 7:22 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sheila McGann
Village Clerk
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
350 VICTORY DRIVE
PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS
Village Hall - Board Room

7:00 p.m.

May 23, 2022

IN ATTENDANCE: Trustee Tiffani Graham, Trustee Joseph Woods, Trustee Maya Hardy, and
Trustee Erin Slone
ABSENT: Mayor Jonathan Vanderbilt, Trustee Theresa Settles, and Trustee Candyce Herron
STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: Village Manager Tom Mick, Police Chief Paul Winfrey, Fire
Chief Tracy Natyshok, Village Attorney Leslie Kennedy, Finance Director Mark Pries, Director
of Parks, Recreation, and Community Health Rob Gunther, Director of Community
Development Larrie Kerestes, Director of Economic Development and Planning Department
Sandra Zoellner, Director of Public Works Roderick Ysaguirre, and Mark Geising, IT
Coordinator
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Alex Bazan, Priscilla Centeno, Odelson and Sterk Attorneys
Roll Call
Trustee Graham called the meeting to order at 7:23 pm. Roll was called by Clerk McGann. Due
to the absence of Mayor Vanderbilt and Trustee Settles, Senior Trustee Graham was appointed
President Pro Tem.
Pledge of Allegiance
President Pro tem Graham led the Board and the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Reports of Village Officers
Mayor
Mayor Vanderbilt was absent.
Village Attorney
No report
Village Manager
Manager Mick reported on a number of events in Park Forest noted that the last Blue Mass will
be held at St. Irenaeus due to parish consolidations by the Archdiocese of Chicago. The
Memorial Day ceremony is scheduled for Monday, May 30. The Saturday Rules Meeting is
scheduled for Saturday, June 4. Main Street Nights returns on Wednesdays from June 8 to
August 3. There is an Open House scheduled for Thursday, June 9 to celebrate Judi Lancaster’s
retirement.
Village Clerk
No report
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Reports of Commission Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons
Each of the Trustees thanked Ms. Lancaster for service to Park Forest and wished her the best on
her retirement. She will be missed at Village Hall.
Trustee Woods talked about a recent problem at Autumn Ridge which was resolved by a visit
and conversation between Manager Mick and the property manager. He commended the EDAG
members and staff liaison for their work regarding property value assessment. He noted the
importance of removing abandoned building to keep communities safe, to lower crime, and raise
the quality of life. He commended the Village staff and Board for their work in this area. As the
liaison for the new Police and Fire Advisory Group, he looks forward working on fair and
equitable administration of justice and offered comments on community policing.
Trustee Hardy stated that the Planning and Zoning Commission will meet Tuesday, June 14
and the Cable Commission will meet Wednesday, July 27.
Trustee Slone reported that the Senior Commission and the Environment Commission will both
meet Thursday, June 2. The Beautification Commission is accepting nominations online, at
Village Hall, and at the Library for Beautification Awards.
Trustee Griffin said that the Commission on Human Relations will meet Tuesday, June 7. The
Youth Commission will meet Wednesday, June 8. She thanked both commissions for their work
on the recent Job Fair.
Citizens Comments, Observations, Petitions
None
Motion: Approval of Consent
MOVED that the Consent Agenda and each item contained therein be hereby approved:
1. MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees approve a Resolution Recognizing and
Thanking Judith Lancaster for her Dedicated Service to the Village of Park Forest.
Approval of the consent agenda was moved by Trustee Hardy and seconded by Trustee Slone.
President Pro tem Graham asked if anyone wished any items be removed from the consent
agenda for further discussion. Hearing none, a roll call vote was called by President Pro tem
Graham on the motion to approve the consent agenda. The consent agenda was approved with
the following results:
Ayes: 4
Nays: 0
Absent: 3
The consent agenda was adopted with four (4) ayes, no (0) nays and three (3) absent.
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The resolution was read by Manager Mick recognizing and thanking Judith Lancaster for her
dedicated service to Park Forest noting the many areas where she coordinated events over the
years. She worked with numerous mayors, managers, trustees, and clerks throughout her career.
We wish her the best on her retirement.
DEBATABLE:
2. Ordinance: An Ordinance regarding the sale of 20 Main Street, approximately 2.25
improved land parcel, Park Forest, Illinois PIN 31-25-403-005-0000 (Final Reading)
Move for adoption of the ordinance was motioned by Trustee Woods and seconded by Trustee
Hardy. The ordinance was moved and seconded to adopt this ordinance at final reading.
President Pro tem Graham asked if there were any questions or comments. Hearing none,
President Pro tem Graham called for a roll call vote by Clerk McGann. The ordinance was
approved following a roll call vote with the following results:
Ayes: 4
Nays: 0
Absent: 3
The ordinance was adopted with four (4) ayes, no (0) nays, and three (3) absent.
Adjournment
This concluded the Regular Board meeting.
There being no further business. President Pro tem Graham called for a motion to adjourn.
Motion was made by Trustee Slone, seconded by Trustee Woods and passed unanimously by
voice vote.
The meeting was adjourned with a voice vote with the following results:
Ayes: 4
Nays: 0
Absent: 3
The meeting was adjourned with four (4) ayes, no (0) nays, and three (3) absent.
President Pro tem Graham adjourned the regular meeting at 7:43 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sheila McGann
Village Clerk
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