
AGENDA 

 

RULES MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 

 

Village Hall     7:00 p.m.         November 21, 2016 

 

 

Roll Call 

 

1. Acquisition of One 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe 

 

2. Authorization to Purchase a New Squad Car Camera System for the Entire Patrol Fleet 

 

3. Acquisition of One (1) 2017 Ford Utility SUV Police Interceptor and One (1) 2017 Ford Transit 

12-Passenger Van  

 

4. Ordinance Amending the Land Use and Economic Development Element of the Official 

Comprehensive Plan and Amending Chapter 78 (“Planning”), Article III (“Official Plan”), Section 

78-62 (“Created and Adopted”) of the Code of Ordinances 

 

 

 

Mayor’s Comments 

 

Manager’s Comments 

 

Trustee’s Comments 

 

Attorney’s Comments 

 

Clerk Comments 

 

Audience to Visitors 

 

Adjournment 

 

 

  Agenda Items are Available in the Lobby of Village Hall and on the Village website 

www.villageofparkforest.com 

Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in a 

public meeting should contact the Village Manager’s Office at least 48 hours in advance of the 

scheduled meeting. The Village Manager’s Office can be reached via telephone at (708) 283-5605 or 

(708)748-1129 or via e-mail at sblack@vopf.com. Every effort will be made to allow for meeting 

participation. 

mailto:sblack@vopf.com


AGENDA BRIEFING 

 

DATE: November 8, 2016 

 

TO:  Mayor John Ostenburg 

  Board of Trustees 

 

FROM: Bruce Ziegle, Fire Chief 

 

RE:  Acquisition of one 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe 

 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:  The Fire Department budgeted the sum of $55,000.00 for the 

replacement of a 2006 Ford Expedition currently assigned as a staff car for the Deputy Fire 

Chief. This vehicle has been in service as a staff car for the fire department for more than 10-

years and has mileage of 124,690 miles. 

 

As part of the fire department’s vehicle replacement process we performed research on the 

availability and cost for hybrid and alternative fuel vehicles for environmental and sustainability 

initiatives. After reviewing the available literature and research it was determined a “Flex Fuel” 

vehicle was our best choice.  This type of vehicle offered the widest choice of vehicles available 

under purchasing contracts while at the same time addressing alternative fuels and the 

environment. 

 

The factors influencing vehicle choices for fire department operations include the initial purchase 

cost, the projected up-fitting costs (i.e. purchase/installations of radios, computer and emergency 

warning equipment), the ease and projected costs for providing maintenance, fueling capabilities 

on a local, regional and potential deployment basis and the ability for the vehicle to fill multiple 

roles throughout its lifespan. The general plan for fire department support/command vehicle 

replacement is to rotate the vehicles from command staff assignments to support role 

assignments to limit overall mileage, maintenance, wear and tear. This allows for a general 

lifespan within the fire department’s fleet of about 10-years.  Vehicles used only as command 

vehicles tend to have reduced lifespans and vehicles used only as support vehicles tend to have 

longer lifespans. 

 

As stated above, it is the goal of the fire department to have vehicles in our fleet that can fill 

either the command vehicle or support vehicle roles.  In order to accomplish this any and all of 

our support vehicles should be capable of filling as many of the roles/tasks listed below as 

possible: 

 

 Function as an incident command vehicle for multiple company incident. 

 Serve as a mobile office for command staff as needed. 

 Carry a wide selection of emergency response equipment to support the current mission. 

 Carry at least 4-adults, plus their related equipment, when the need arises. 



 Have the capability to tow as many of the department’s trailer based resources as 

possible: 

o Fire Safety Activity House 

o Fire Safety Education House 

o Fire UTV/Boat Trailer 

o Combined Agency Response Team (CART) Equipment Trailer 

 Have tow capability for regional resources when needed: 

o light tower/generator trailers 

o sign message board units 

o expedient shelter trailers 

o water rescue resource trailer 

o Incident Management Assistance trailers 

 

Alternative Vehicle/Sustainability: 

The fire department examines avenues and strategies for increasing sustainability within our fleet 

including, but is not limited to, alternative fuel options with each successive purchase.  There are 

two main roadblocks to the use of hybrid and alternative vehicles for emergency services; these 

are suitability/availability and technology related to these vehicles. 

 

Compressed Natural Gas Vehicles: 

Suitability/Availability: There is a very limited number of compressed natural gas vehicles 

currently on the U.S. market and none we could locate on any type of purchasing contract. Some 

manufacturers are beginning to offer a sedan type of vehicle and some small trucks with CNG 

capabilities, but these are currently not very widespread.  The up cost of these vehicles is fairly 

significant (30-50%), especially within the single vehicle purchase arena. No current purchasing 

contract has CNG vehicle as part of their standard purchasing contracts (State; NWMC, etc.) 

 

Technology: As discussed during the purchase process for our most recent squad/pumper, the 

technology for compressed natural gas vehicles has not reached a state of commonality for 

widespread use.  This includes an extremely limited number of fueling facilities available at this 

time to either public, private or governmental entities. This availability limits the efficient use of 

this vehicle for typical day to day needs to areas in the immediate proximity to said refueling 

sites. While the use of CNG as a fuel is considered generally safe, there are concerns for its use 

in emergency vehicles; concerns that have not sufficiently been studied related to potential 

exposure hazards. 

 

Hybrid Vehicles: 

Suitability/Availability: Hybrid vehicles are becoming more readily accessible via purchasing 

contracts to local governments; however, the type of vehicles available is quite limited. Currently 

the only hybrid vehicle we could locate on a purchasing contract was the Ford Fusion, a 4-door 

sedan vehicle with a price range starting at between $17,000 and $24,000. This type of vehicle 

could meet the department’s need for basic travel and personnel carrying capability, but it falls 

short in the area of being able to provide towing capabilities. General Motors has marketed the 



hybrid Tahoe and Suburban which have improved capabilities in the towing area; however, these 

vehicles have a starting price in the $54,000 range, making them cost prohibitive. Additionally, 

recent trade articles indicate GM will be abandoning these hybrid SUV’s due to poor sales 

figures, which would likely reduce service and warranty repair options. 

 

Technology: Technology is another issues presented by hybrid vehicles for use within the 

emergency services.  These vehicles derive their efficiency by either being totally battery 

powered or limiting the use of the fuel power system when the vehicle is not in motion. 

Unfortunately these strategies are in conflict with the use of emergency lighting by vehicles such 

as ours, when used at emergency scenes such as traffic accidents.  There is currently no 

technology available within these systems to override the fuel efficiency system to continue to 

power emergency lighting systems while parked at emergency scenes. While the battery systems 

could power emergency lights and radios for some time on the scene, this window is limited at 

best; additionally, there is no supporting information as to how this will impact the battery 

system over time for the traditional driveline use of this equipment. 

 

Flex Fuel Vehicles: 

Suitability/Availability: Flex fuel vehicles are readily available on a variety of platforms and via 

almost all purchasing contracts. This type of vehicle can be found in a sedan, SUV and pick-up 

truck; providing the best options available for the fire department’s needs. The mid-sized SUV 

currently available on the Suburban Purchasing Cooperative contract is the Chevrolet Tahoe; a 

vehicle that meets the department’s needs in the area of personnel and equipment capacity and 

has the ability to provide the necessary towing capacity. 

 

Technology: The current state of technology related to flex fuel vehicles, while not optimal from 

an environmental sense, is reasonable from an operational and cost position.  This is proven 

technology capable of meeting the needs of the emergency service, while providing some 

capability to address environmental concerns. The availability to utilize ethanol based fuels 

reduces direct reliability on oil, while providing a limited sustainability factor. 

 

Alternative Energy Support: 

We are examining potential methods for the inclusion of some type of solar panel option on this 

support/command vehicle, much like we have done with our recent ambulance and 

squad/pumper purchases.  Unfortunately, we have not found one that is suitable, low 

maintenance, non-invasive and cost friendly.  We are working with a number of vendors to 

investigate this possibility further in order to continue the department’s practice of minimizing 

the vehicle’s carbon footprint. I will endeavor to keep the board and administration abreast of 

these efforts. 

 

Recommendation: 

Given the above information, I recommend the purchase of a 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe Police 

Package via the Suburban Purchasing Cooperative contract and Currie Motors of Forest Park 

(the State contract holder for this type of vehicle) for this replacement.  



 

Total purchase price for the 2017 Tahoe under this contract including standard and optional 

equipment is $38,723.69. The additional funding under the budget line item is set aside for 

outfitting to purchase and install radios, computers, emergency lighting, siren, etc. 

 

Budget Allocation  $55,000.00 

(1) 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe $38,723.69 

Less trade-in   $       00.00 (handed down to Building Department) 

 

Outfitting   $16,276.31 

 

The final costs for outfitting is still being confirmed; however, the remaining funds are expected 

to be sufficient. Any equipment that can be reused from the current vehicle will be recycled. 

 

SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:  This item will appear on the Agenda of the Rules and 

Regular meeting of November 21, 2016 for your consideration. 



















AGENDA BRIEFING 

 

 

DATE: November 28th 2016 

 

TO:  Mayor John A. Ostenburg 

  Board of Trustees 

 

FROM: Chief of Police Peter Green  

 

RE:  Authorization to purchase a new squad car camera system for the entire patrol fleet 

 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:  The Police Department is seeking Board approval for the purchase of a new 

squad camera system for the entire patrol vehicle fleet which currently covers 12 vehicles.  The current in-car 

video recording camera system (ICOP) was installed in patrol vehicles in 2006 and has basically been in 

operation almost on a daily bases since that time. The current ICOP recording system in a vehicle has a 

removable hard drive that contains the video footage captured by the officers working in the field. Supervisors 

must manually go out to the cars, remove the hard drive and bring it back into the station to download the 

footage onto a computer storage unit.  The original company that the ICOP units were purchased from has been 

sold to another company and service and support has been deteriorating.  The current company customer 

service and product support is now to the point that the units that are in the squads are no longer serviced and 

the warranties have long since expired.  Because of the age of the overall system staff is seeing more and more 

problems with losing video footage due to system issues.  The loss of video in criminal cases is not only very 

problematic for the prosecution of the case but also opens the Department and the Village to possible litigation.  

 The Police Department seeks to implement a completely new modern in-car video recording system. 

This system would include all new cameras and monitoring systems for each of the 12 patrol vehicles.  The 

system would also have a wireless downloading system at the station so when cars pulled into the station 

parking lot the system would automatically download the video footage onto a new up to date, secure, computer 

storage unit.  

 Staff has obtained quotes for the new system from two the of the industry leaders handling in-car camera 

systems, WatchGuard and Arbitrator as well as a quote from the current in car camera system vendor, 

ICOP/Safety Vision. The quotes included pricing for all new forward facing and prisoner compartment 

cameras, vehicle hard drive computers and monitors, wireless downloading capabilities of video data at the 

police station and a system server with adequate storage capabilities.   The Chief of Police, Deputy Chief of 

Administrative Services, the Commander that manages the in-car camera program and the village’s IT Director 

were part of the review and selection committee for the new system. The quote for the Arbitrator brand came 

in at $92,937.00, the WatchGuard quote came in at $81,569.00 and the current vendor’s (ICOP/Safety 

Vision) quote came in at $52,442.00.  It should be note that ICOP/Safety Vision system is not comparable to 

the technology, reputation, system capabilities and support as compare to the other two quoted vendors.   

 Staff recommends the WatchGuard system as the replacement vendor and is seeking approval to 

purchase the entire system from this vendor in the amount of $81,569.00.  The current fiscal year has 

$82,000.00 allotted for the purchase of a new in car camera system.  

 

    

SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:  This item will appear on the Rules and Regular Meeting agenda of 

November 21, 2016 for Board discussion and consideration.  

 































AGENDA BRIEFING 

 

DATE: November 17, 2016 

 

TO:  Mayor John Ostenburg 

  Board of Trustees 

 

FROM: Peter Green, Chief of Police 

 

RE: Acquisition of One (1) 2017 Ford Utility SUV Police Interceptor and One (1) 

2017 Ford Transit 12-Passenger Van. 

 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 

The 2016/2017 Police Department budget (Vehicle Services Fund) includes $102,000.00 in 

Vehicle Services Fund for the replacement of two police patrol vehicles and the purchase of 

one passenger van.  Attached are the invoices from Terry Lincoln-Mercury in Peotone for 

one 2017 Ford Utility Police Interceptor and one 2017 Ford Transit 12-passenger van. 

Terry’s is matching the price for the State Joint Purchasing price for the van.  Terry’s price 

for the Interceptor SUV is actually lower than the state Joint Purchasing agreement price. 

The Police Department is very pleased with the Police Utility Interceptors previously 

purchased.  The van is needed for many Police functions including juvenile community 

service and transporting equipment to training facilities.  The van will also be the Police 

Department’s tow vehicle when towing the Department’s sign trailer and equipment trailer 

for PAAC and other events.  The Department’s current tow vehicle, a 2005 Ford F150 

pickup, was a total loss after it was involved in a crash in September.   

The Police Department again researched the plausibility of any hybrid or energy efficient 

vehicle solutions for its fleet replacements. There are currently no hybrid police squad cars 

available. Ford does offer an E85 fuel version of the police squad cars, but since the Village 

pumps do not offer E85 fuel this does not seem to be a feasible option. As far as the van style 

vehicle that the Police Department is seeking to add into the fleet, with the long wheel base 

of 148 inches, similar to Ford Transit 12-passenger van there were no hybrid or low 

emissions options available. The only low emissions vehicles that are part of the state 

purchase program are small vehicles, such as the Ford Fusion. This size of a van is not 

practical for any of our applications or needs. 

In past years, the Police Department has purchased numerous vehicles from Terry Lincoln-

Mercury with positive results. It is Staff’s intent to purchase the vehicles from Terry Lincoln-

Mercury of Peotone. 

 

The amount to be approved is: 

 

(1) 2017 Ford Police Interceptor Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV) @ $26,903.00 

(1) 2017 Ford Transit 350 12-Passenger Van @ $26,821.00  

This price includes municipal (non-renewing) registration and for both vehicles.  

    

       Total    $53,724.00 

 



This price leaves sufficient funds for equipping and detailing the vehicles within the total 

budget.  

 

SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:   

This item will appear on the agendas of the Rules and Regular Meetings of November 21st, 

2016 for Board discussion and consideration.  

 



 

TERRY’S FORD FLEET DEPARTMENT 

363 N. HARLEM AVENUE 

PEOTONE IL 60468 

708-258-2400  

      

 
Date:  October 20, 2016 
 
To:  Village of Park Forest 
   
Re:  Proposal for New 2017 Ford Police Utility Factory Order 
   
Oxford White 
Cloth Buckets Vinyl Rear 
All Standard Equipment plus: 
Driver Side Spot Lamp  
Courtesy Lights Disabled 
Front Headlamp Housing 
Rear Power Window Delete 
Rear Door Handles/Locks Inoperable 68G 
Key Code F 
All Wheel Drive is Standard on Utility 
 
Utility:  $26,903 per unit 
Delivered to Park Forest PD 
M or MP Plate included 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda Sucich  
Fleet/Government  
708-258-2400 Ext. 248 
708-258-2357 Fax 
815-922-8405 Cell 
 
 



 

TERRY’S FORD FLEET DEPARTMENT 

363 N. HARLEM AVENUE 

PEOTONE IL 60468 

708-258-2400  

      

Proposal 

 

 
Date:  October 25, 2016 
 
To:  Village of Park Forest 
   
Re:  Factory Order 2017 Transit 350  
   
 
2017 Ford Transit 350 XL Low Roof 12-Passenger Wagon 
148” Wheelbase 
Ingot Silver Exterior/Vinyl Pewter Interior 
3.7L TIVCT V6, 6-Speed Auto 
3.73 Regular Axle 
9000# GVWR 
Trailer Tow Package/Trailer Wiring Provision 
Rear Window Defogger 
Heavy Duty Alternator 
Privacy Glass 
 
$26,821.00 Delivered to Park Forest  
Includes “M” Plate/Title 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Linda Sucich 
Fleet Department 
Terry’s Ford 
363 N Harlem Avenue 
Peotone IL 60468 
708-258-2400 
708-258-2357 Fax 
 
 
 



AGENDA BRIEFING 

 

DATE: November 17, 2016 

 

TO:  Mayor Ostenburg 

  Board of Trustees 

 

FROM: Hildy L. Kingma, AICP 

  Director of Economic Development and Planning 

 

RE: Ordinance Amending the Land Use and Economic Development Element of the 

Official Comprehensive Plan and Amending Chapter 78 (“Planning”), Article III 

(“Official Plan”), Section 78-62 (“Created and Adopted”) of the Code of Ordinances  

 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 

In November 2008, the Village Board adopted the Strategic Plan for Land Use and Economic 

Development (the “Strategic Plan”) as the land use and economic development elements of the 

Village’s comprehensive plan.  The Strategic Plan identifies six key areas that are highlighted for 

future development or redevelopment.  Concept plans and implementation strategies are established 

for each of these key areas.  The Strategic Plan also encompasses the 211th Street Metra Station 

Transit Oriented Development Plan as an additional key area included in the Village’s 

comprehensive plan.  This Board agenda item conveys the Plan Commission’s recommendation that 

the Hidden Meadows Conceptual Redevelopment Plan should also be adopted as a key area of the 

Strategic Plan, and therefore become part of the Village’s comprehensive plan. 

 

In early 2014, the Village hired the planning firm of Houseal Lavigne Associates, LLC, to conduct 

a market analysis and prepare a concept plan for the former Hidden Meadows golf course property.  

The consultant worked closely with the Plan Commission and conducted two public workshops 

attended by adjacent property owners and representatives of Governors State University, the Forest 

Preserve District of Will County, Plan Commissioners and Board members.  The result of their 

work is the attached Hidden Meadows Conceptual Redevelopment Plan.  At their meeting on 

October 11, 2016, the Plan Commission voted unanimously to recommend that the Board of 

Trustees adopt this plan as an element of the Village’s comprehensive plan.  

 

Section 78-62 of the Municipal Code of Ordinances identifies the 1983 “Park Forest Policies Plan” 

as the “official comprehensive plan.”  It further updates the official comprehensive plan by adopting 

the 2008 Strategic Plan for Land Use and Economic Development, the 2012 Homes for a Changing 

Region plan (the chapters titled “Introduction”, “Park Forest”, and “Appendix” only), and the 2012 

Growing Green: Park Forest Sustainability Plan as elements of the Village’s official 

comprehensive plan. 

 

The Village Attorney has reviewed and approved the attached Ordinance. 

 

SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION:  This item will appear on the agenda of the Regular 

Board meeting of November 21, 2016, for First Reading. 



ORDINANCE NO.    

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 78 (“PLANNING”),  

ARTICLE III (“OFFICIAL PLAN”), SECTION 78-62 (“CREATED AND ADOPTED”)  

OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, 

COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 

 

WHEREAS, the Plan Commission of the Village of Park Forest (“Plan Commission”) and 

Mayor and Board of Trustees recognized the need to prepare for the future development of the 

former Hidden Meadows golf course property; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees and the Plan Commission hired a consultant 

in February 2014 to conduct a market analysis and prepare a concept plan for the Village-owned 

property; and  

 

 WHEREAS, public workshops to explain the goals of the project and gather public input on 

the Hidden Meadows plan were held on August 5, 2014, and February 17, 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Plan Commission unanimously recommends that the Hidden Meadows 

Conceptual Redevelopment Plan be adopted as a key area of the Village’s Strategic Land Use and 

Economic Development Plan, and therefore become part of the Village’s comprehensive plan. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the 

Village of Park Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, in the exercise of the Village’s home rule 

powers, as follows: 

 

Section 1.   Recitals Incorporated.  The recitals set forth above constitute a material part 

of this Ordinance as if set forth in their entirety in this Section 1. 

 

 Section 2.  Plan Adopted.   The Hidden Meadows Conceptual Redevelopment Plan is 

hereby adopted as a key area of the land use and economic development element of the 

comprehensive plan for the Village of Park Forest. 

 

Section 3. Village Code Amended.  Chapter 78 (“Planning”), Article III (“Official 

Plan”), Section 78-62 (“Created and Adopted”) of the Code of Ordinances of the Village of Park 

Forest, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, is amended by adding the underlined language to read as 

follows: 

 

Sec. 78-62. Created and Adopted. 

 

There is adopted the official comprehensive plan of the village; such official 

comprehensive plan having been adopted by the village on March 28, 1983, 

entitled the "Park Forest Policies Plan." The land use and economic development 

elements of the official comprehensive plan have been updated by the village 

pursuant to the adoption of the "Strategic Plan for Land Use and Economic 

Development," on November 24, 2008. The housing element of the official 

comprehensive plan has been updated by the village on April 16, 2012, pursuant to 



the adoption of the following chapters contained in the Homes for a Changing 

Region report: (1) Introduction; (2) Park Forest; and (3) Appendix. A 

sustainability element of the official comprehensive plan has been added by the 

village on May 14, 2012, pursuant to the adoption of the "Growing Green: Park 

Forest Sustainability Plan."  A new key area of the land use and economic 

development element of the official comprehensive plan has been added by the 

village on November 28, 2016, pursuant to the adoption of the “Hidden Meadows 

Conceptual Redevelopment Plan”. 

    Section 4. Severability and Repeal of Inconsistent Ordinances.    If any provision of 

this Ordinance, or the application of any provision of this Ordinance, is held unconstitutional or 

otherwise invalid, such occurrence shall not affect other provisions of this Ordinance, or their 

application, that can be given effect without the unconstitutional or invalid provision or its 

application.  Each unconstitutional or invalid provision, or application of such provision, is 

severable, unless otherwise provided by this Ordinance.  All ordinances, resolutions or orders, or 

parts thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are to the extent of such conflict 

hereby repealed.   

 

 Section 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and 

after its passage and approval and publication as required by law. 

 

 PASSED this     day of   , 2016. 

 

 

 

APPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________  ________________________________ 

MAYOR      VILLAGE CLERK 

 
 

 

 
 

 

















































AGENDA 

 REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

PARK FOREST, IL 

 

Village Hall     7:00 p.m.   November 21, 2016 

 

Roll Call 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Reports of Village Officers 

 

 Mayor      Village Attorney 

 Village Manager   Village Clerk  

  

Reports of Commission Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons 

 

Citizens Comments, Observations, Petitions 

 

Motion:  Approval of Consent 

 

CONSENT:       

1. Motion: A Motion to Approve the Minutes of the Rules Meeting of September 26, 2016, the 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 26, 2016, the Minutes of the Rules 

Meeting of October 3, 2016, the Minutes of the Special Rules Meeting of October 

17, 2016, the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 17, 2016, Minutes of the 

Special Rules Meeting of October 22, 2016, the Minutes of the Saturday Rules 

Meeting of November 5, 2016, the Minutes of the Special Rules Meeting of 

November 12, 2016 

 

2. Resolution: A Resolution Honoring Ed Paesel for His Distinguished and Dedicated Service as 

Executive Director for the South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association 

 

3. Motion:  A Motion to Approve the Purchase of a 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe 

 

4. Motion: A Motion to Authorize the Purchase a New Squad Car Camera System for the 

Entire Patrol Fleet 

 

5. Motion: Acquisition of One (1) 2017 Ford Utility SUV Police Interceptor and One (1) 2017 

Ford Transit 12-Passenger Van 

6. Appointments: 

 

DEBATABLE:        

7. Ordinance: Ordinance Amending the Land Use and Economic Development Element of the 

Official Comprehensive Plan and Amending Chapter 78 (“Planning”), Article III 

(“Official Plan”), Section 78-62 (“Created and Adopted”) of the Code of 

Ordinances (First Reading) 

 

Adjournment   
NOTE:  Copies of Agenda Items are Available in the Lobby of Village Hall and on the Village website 

www.villageofparkforest.com Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to 

participate in a public meeting should contact the Village Manager’s Office at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled 

meeting. The Village Manager’s Office can be reached via telephone at (708) 283-5605 or (708)748-1129 or via e-mail at 

sblack@vopf.com. Every effort will be made to allow for meeting participation. 

 

http://www.villageofparkforest.com/
mailto:sblack@vopf.com


 
MOTIONS 

 

 

MOVED that the Consent Agenda and each item contained therein be hereby approved: 

 

1. MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees Approve the Minutes of the Rules Meeting of 

September 26, 2016, the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 26, 2016, the Minutes of the Rules 

Meeting of October 3, 2016, the Minutes of the Special Rules Meeting of October 17, 2016, the Minutes 

of the Regular Meeting of October 17, 2016, Minutes of the Special Rules Meeting of October 22, 2016, 

the Minutes of the Saturday Rules Meeting of November 5, 2016, the Minutes of the Special Rules 

Meeting of November 12, 2016 

 

2.  MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees adopt A Resolution Honoring Ed Paesel for His 

 Distinguished and Dedicated Service as Executive Director for the South Suburban Mayors and 

 Managers Association 

 

3. MOVED, that the Manager is authorized to Purchase a 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe through the Suburban 

 Purchasing cooperative contract and Currie Motors of Forest Park at a cost of $38,723.69. 

 

4. MOVED, that the Manager is authorized to purchase new squad car camera system for the patrol fleet 

from WatchGuard in the amount of $81,569.00 

 

5. MOVED, that the Manager is authorized to purchase a 2017 Ford Utility Police Interceptor from 

 Terry’s Lincoln-Mercury of Peotone, IL at a cost of $26,903.00; and to purchase a 2017 Ford Transit 350 

 12-Passenger Van at a cost of $26,821.00 from Terry’s Lincoln-Mercury of Peotone, IL at a total cost of 

 $53,724.00 

 

6. MOVED, that the Board of Trustees appoint Mayor John Ostenburg as Chairperson of 

the Race, Equity and Leadership Steering Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2018. 

 

MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Trustee Mae Brandon as Vice Chairperson of the 

Race, Equity and Leadership Steering Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2018. 

 

MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Trustee Tiffani Graham as a member of the Race, 

Equity and Leadership Steering Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2018. 

 

MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Village Manager Tom Mick as a member of the 

Race, Equity and Leadership Steering Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2018. 

 

MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Police Chief Pete Green as a member of the 

Race, Equity and Leadership Steering Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2018. 

 

MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Director of Recreation and Parks Rob Gunther as 

a member of the Race, Equity and Leadership Steering Committee for a term to expire December 31,  

2018. 

 

 

 

    OVER 

 



MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Director of Economic Development and Planning 

Hildy Kingma as a member of the Race, Equity and Leadership Steering Committee for a term to expire 

December 31, 2018. 

 

MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Alfreda Keller as a member of the Race, Equity  

and Leadership Steering Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2018. 

 

MOVED, that the Mayor and Board of Trustees appoint Rickey Williams as a member of the Race,  

Equity and Leadership Steering Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

November 21, 2016 
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RULES MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

VILLAGE of PARK FOREST 

Monday, September 26, 2016 

Village Hall 7:00 p.m. 

 

M I N U T E S 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor John Ostenburg, Trustee Mae Brandon, Trustee JeRome Brown, 

Trustee Graham, Trustee Georgia O’Neill, and Trustee Theresa Settles 

 

ABSENT: Trustee Robert McCray 

 

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:  Manager Tom Mick, Police Chief Pete Green, Fire Chief Bruce 

Ziegle, Village Attorney Felicia Frazier (7:01), Deputy Village Manager/Finance Director Mary 

Dankowski, Assistant to Village Manager Denyse Carreras, Director of Economic Development 

and Planning Hildy Kingma, Director of Public Health Jenise Ervin, Director of Public Works 

Roderick Ysaguirre, Director of Community Development Larrie Kerestes, Director of Public 

Relations Jason Miller, and Director of Recreation and Parks Rob Gunther 

 

RECORDER:  Village Clerk Sheila McGann 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Gary Kopycinski, e-News Park Forest 

 

Roll Call 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Ostenburg. Roll was called by Clerk McGann 

Mayor Ostenburg noted that the Board was wearing blue in Support of Officer Tim Jones.  

 

1. An Ordinance Authorizing the Donation of a Property at 238 Arrowhead Street to the 

South Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority 

 

Manager Mick noted that items 1, 2, and 3 would be discussed as one.  Director Kingma 

explained that the properties have to be owned by the South Suburban Land Bank and 

Development Authority in order for deconstruction using grant funds. The properties qualify for 

grant funds and have been vacant at least two years.  The Village will try to work with Delta 

Institute to do modified deconstruction.  Mayor Ostenburg said the Cook County mandates 

deconstruction whenever possible which puts materials back into circulation and is 

environmentally better.  Unfortunately, few contractors are available and trained to do this. 

Mayor Ostenburg asked if there were any questions.  Hearing none, these items will be on the 

agenda for action at tonight’s regular meeting.    

 

2. An Ordinance Authorizing the Donation of a Property at 243 Allegheny Street to the 

South Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority 

 

3. An Ordinance Authorizing the Donation of a Property at 250 Allegheny Street to the 

South Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority 
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Mayor’s Comments 

Mayor Ostenburg dispensed with the comments section of the agenda until the special regular 

meeting but opened the floor to the visitors to comment on the items on the agenda.   

 

Manager’s Comments 

 

Trustee’s Comments 

 

Attorney’s Comments 

 

Clerk Comments 

 

Audience to Visitors 

None 

Adjournment 

This concluded the Rules Board meeting. 

There being no further business. Mayor Ostenburg called for a motion to adjourn.  Motion was 

made by Trustee Brandon, seconded by Trustee Brown and passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Ostenburg adjourned the rules meeting at 7:07 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila McGann 

Village Clerk 
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VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST 

 

Village Board Regular Meeting 

Monday, September 26, 2016 

Village Hall 7:00 p.m. 

 

M I N U T E S 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor John Ostenburg, Trustee Mae Brandon, Trustee JeRome Brown, 

Trustee Graham, Trustee Georgia O’Neill, Trustee Robert McCray (7:11p.m.), and Trustee 

Theresa Settles  

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:  Manager Tom Mick, Police Chief Pete Green, Fire Chief Bruce 

Ziegle, Village Attorney Felicia Frazier, Deputy Village Manager/Finance Director Mary 

Dankowski, Assistant to Village Manager Denyse Carreras, Director of Economic Development 

and Planning Hildy Kingma, Director of Public Health Jenise Ervin, Director of Public Works 

Roderick Ysaguirre, Director of Community Development Larrie Kerestes, Director of Public 

Relations Jason Miller, and Director of Recreation and Parks Rob Gunther 

 

RECORDER:  Village Clerk Sheila McGann 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Gary Kopycinski, e-News Park Forest 

 

Roll Call 

Meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by Mayor Ostenburg.  Roll was called by Clerk 

McGann. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Ostenburg led the Board and the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance  

Reports of Village Officers  

Mayor  

Mayor Ostenburg reported on a number of meetings he attended this past week which included 

the Cook County Land Bank Authority meeting on Saturday and the Illinois Municipal League 

Conference over the weekend. (McCray, 7:11 p.m.) 

 

Village Attorney 

No report 

 

Village Manager  

Manager Mick introduced Police Chief Green who thanked the Board for their support of Officer 

Jones.  He noted that Saturday, October 1, is Unity Day in Park Forest and invited the 

community to enjoy the many activities scheduled for the day.  Manager Mick noted that Fire 

Chief Ziegle has a sample of the SCBA unit to be purchased which is on tonight’s agenda.  

Manager Mick added that Saturday’s events also include Kiwanis’s Pancake Day and the 

Saturday Rules meeting which is open to the public.  The Senior Commission and the Health 
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Department are planning a day to de-stress on Thursday, October 20.  The Veterans Commission 

is looking for Viet Nam vets to be recognized on November 10 at Prairie State College.  

 

Village Clerk 

Clerk McGann read information regarding election petition packets.   

 

Reports of Commission Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons 

Trustee Brandon said that $1 from each adult pancake breakfast will be donated to Officer Jones’ 

fund.  Trustees Brandon, Brown, and O’Neill also attended the IML conference over the 

weekend and learned a lot at each of the sessions attended.    

 

Citizens Comments, Observations, Petitions 

None 

 

Motion: Approval of Consent 

Mayor Ostenburg called for a motion to approve the consent agenda. Approval of the consent 

agenda was moved by Trustee Brandon and seconded by Trustee O’Neill. Mayor Ostenburg 

asked if anyone wished any item to be removed from the consent agenda for further discussion. 

Hearing none, on the motion to approve the consent agenda, a roll call vote was called by Mayor 

Ostenburg.  

 

The consent agenda included the following items: 

 

CONSENT: 

 

1. Authorize Manager to approve the sole source acquisition of the specified Self-Contained 

Breathing Apparatus equipment from Air One Equipment, Inc. for a purchase price not to 

exceed $194,167.00, for said equipment. Additionally, the approval to update the 

department’s confined space entry Supplied Air Breathing Apparatus (SABA) as requested 

within the grant in the amount of $5,440.00. This equipment totals $199,607.00 and is 

within the grant funding parameters ($202,380.00). 

 

2. Authorize Manager to enter into an extension of the Sprint lease at 380 Indianwood 

Boulevard for a term of five years with 5 additional, 5 year automatic renewals. 

 

3. Adopt a Resolution to Appropriate $517,790 in Motor Fuel Tax Funds for Construction 

and Construction Engineering Costs Associated with Improvements for Indianwood 

Boulevard 

 

4. Approve a Motion to Approve a Local Public Agency Agreement for Federal 

Participation for the Improvements to Indianwood Boulevard 

 

5. Approve a Motion to Approve a Construction Engineering Services Agreement for 

Federal Participation Associated with Improvements to Indianwood Boulevard 

 

The consent agenda was approved with the following results: 
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Ayes: 7 

Nays: 0 

Absent: 0 

The consent agenda was adopted with seven (7) ayes, no (0) nays and no (0) absent. 

DEBATABLE: 

 

6. An Ordinance to Authorize the Donation of a Property at 238 Arrowhead Street to the 

South Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority (Final Reading) 

 

This item has first reading and much discussion. Move for adoption of the ordinance was 

motioned by Trustee McCray and seconded by Trustee Brandon. The ordinance was moved and 

seconded to adopt this ordinance at final reading. Mayor Ostenburg asked if there were any 

questions or comments.  None being heard, he called for a roll call vote by Clerk McGann. The 

ordinance was approved following a roll call vote with the following results: 

 

Ayes: 7  

Nays: 0 

Absent: 0  

This item was adopted with seven (7) ayes, no (0) nays and no (0) absent. 

7. An Ordinance Authorize the Donation of a Property at 243 Allegheny Street to the South 

Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority (Final Reading) 

 

This item has first reading and discussion. Move for adoption of the ordinance was motioned by 

Trustee McCray and seconded by Trustee Brandon. The ordinance was moved and seconded to 

adopt this ordinance at final reading. Mayor Ostenburg asked if there were any questions or 

comments.  None being heard, he called for a roll call vote by Clerk McGann. The ordinance was 

approved following a roll call vote with the following results: 

 

Ayes: 7  

Nays: 0 

Absent: 0  

This item was adopted with seven (7) ayes, no (0) nays and no (0) absent. 

8. An Ordinance Authorize the Donation of a Property at 250 Allegheny Street to the South 

Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority (Final Reading) 

 

This item has first reading and discussion. Move for adoption of the ordinance was motioned by 

Trustee Brandon and seconded by Trustee McCray. The ordinance was moved and seconded to 

adopt this ordinance at final reading. Mayor Ostenburg asked if there were any questions or 

comments.  None being heard, he called for a roll call vote by Clerk McGann. The ordinance was 

approved following a roll call vote with the following results: 
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Ayes: 7  

Nays: 0 

Absent: 0  

This item was adopted with seven (7) ayes, no (0) nays and no (0) absent. 

Adjournment 

This concluded the Regular Board Meeting. 

 

There being no further business. Mayor Ostenburg called for a motion to adjourn.  Motion was 

made by Trustee Brown seconded by Trustee McCray and passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Ostenburg adjourned the regular meeting at 7:34 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila McGann 

Village Clerk 
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VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST 

Village Board Rules Meeting 

Monday, October 3, 2016 

Village Hall 7:00 p.m. 

M I N U T E S 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor John Ostenburg, Trustee Mae Brandon, Trustee JeRome Brown, 

Trustee Robert McCray, Trustee Georgia O’Neill, and Trustee Theresa Settles 

ABSENT: Trustee Tiffani Graham  

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: Village Manager Tom Mick, Police Chief Pete Green, Fire Chief 

Bruce Ziegle, Village Attorney Felicia Frazier, Deputy Village Manager Mary Dankowski, 

Assistant to Village Manager Denyse Carreras, Director of Community Development Larrie 

Kerestes, Director of Economic Development and Planning Hildy Kingma, Director of 

Recreation and Parks Rob Gunther, Director of Public Relations Jason Miller, Director of Public 

Works Roderick Ysaguirre, IT Manager Craig Kaufman, and Director of Public Health 

Department Jenise Ervin 

RECORDER:  Village Clerk Sheila McGann 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Flossmoor Chief of Police Christopher Sewell and friends and 

family of the Fire Department; Gary Kopycinski, eNews 

Roll Call 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Ostenburg. Roll was called by Clerk 

McGann. 

Mayor Ostenburg read a proclamation noting that the week of October 9-16 is National Fire 

Prevention Awareness Week. He encouraged all residents to check and replace smoke detectors 

if they are more than ten years old.   

Manager Mick read the introductions of two new firefighters/paramedics, Michael Wolski and 

Elizabeth Vlavakis.  They were sworn in by Clerk McGann, congratulated and welcomed by the 

Mayor, Manager, and each of the Board members.   

1. Inter-governmental Agreement with the Village of Flossmoor 

Manager Mick explained that this item was discussed with the Board in May during the budget 

review process. He noted that the IGA has been reviewed by Village Attorney Frazier.  Chief 

Ziegle explained that personnel, equipment, and needs are very similar between the Villages of 

Flossmoor and Park Forest.  This agreement could save substantial funds over the next thirty 

years and benefitting both communities, each reducing the fleet of engines to two and having a 

reserve engine to be shared between the two departments.  He added that attorneys from both 

communities have gone over the agreement.   
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Trustee O’Neill said it was a win-win for both communities.  Trustee Settles said this type of 

community sharing was a topic at the Illinois Municipal League Conference. Mayor Ostenburg 

liked the idea and looks forward to more collaboration. 

 

Mayor Ostenburg asked if there were any questions. Hearing none, this item will be on the 

agenda for approval at the next regular meeting. 

 

2. Fit Testing Equipment - Grant Replacement 

Manager Mick asked Fire Chief Ziegle to explain the new Fit Testing Equipment.  Chief Ziegle 

explained that the Fire Department received a grant for this equipment replacement. The 

Department obtained two different proposals for the replacement.  He said the AFC 

International, Inc. proposal was more complete with a five year service contract.  Mayor 

Ostenburg asked if there were any questions. Hearing none, this item will be on the agenda for 

approval at the next regular meeting. 

 

Mayor’s Comments 

Mayor Ostenburg reported that the recent Neighborhood meeting had 65 residents in attendance.  

The next meeting is scheduled for November 30 for the Will County section of Park Forest, east 

of Western Avenue.  He noted that Saturday, October 1 was busy with the Kiwanis Pancake Day, 

and the Saturday Rules Meeting.  Mayor Ostenburg offered condolences to the family of Shirley 

Green, who he called the ideal public servant.  She recently passed away at the age of 90.   

 

Manager’s Comments 

Manager Mick said that Fire Prevention Week is October 10-15.  The Annual Fallen Firefighters 

Memorial Service and Twilight Parade will take place on Thursday, October 13.  Trick or Treat 

hours will be 3-7 pm on Monday, October 31, Halloween.  The Haunted House will be open 

October 28-31.  

 

Trustee’s Comments 

Trustee O’Neill gave kudos to staff for their knowledge and assistance at the recent 

neighborhood meeting.  EDAG’s next meeting is Wednesday, October 12.  Trustee O’Neill 

offered condolences to the family of Shirley Green.   

 

Trustee Brandon remarked that Shirley Green was a dedicated public servant in the south 

suburbs.  Trustee Brandon thanked the residents who attended the neighborhood meeting noting 

that the neighborhood meetings are an opportunity to get questions answered in a relaxed 

atmosphere.  The Plan Commission will meet Tuesday, October 11; the Youth Commission will 

meet Wednesday, October 12 to discuss the Safe Halloween event.  As President of the Park 

Forest Kiwanis Club, Trustee Brandon thanked all who volunteered at the Pancake Breakfast, 

those who attended, and those who made donations to the Officer Jones’ fund.  It was a good 

collaboration with Rich East.   

 

Trustee McCray offered his condolences to the Green Family noting that Shirley Green was a 

wonderful woman.  
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Trustee Settles said the Environment Commission meeting is Thursday, October 6.  The 

Commission on Human Relations will meet Tuesday, October 11.  

 

Trustee Brown reported on the great turnout for the neighborhood meeting.  He enjoyed the 

Pancake Breakfast and a basketball tournament at Rich East.  He, too, offered condolences to the 

Green Family.  

 

Attorney’s Comments 

None 

 

Clerk Comments 

Clerk McGann had election petition packets available for the April 4, 2017 election. 

 

Audience to Visitors 

None 

 

Adjournment 

Mayor Ostenburg called for a motion to adjourn.  Motion was made by Trustee McCray, 

seconded by Trustee Brown and passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Ostenburg adjourned the rules meeting at 7:54 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila McGann 

Village Clerk 
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SPECIAL RULES MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

VILLAGE of PARK FOREST 

Monday, October 17, 2016 

Village Hall 7:00 p.m. 

 

M I N U T E S 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor John Ostenburg, Trustee Mae Brandon, Trustee JeRome Brown, 

Trustee Graham, Trustee O’Neill, and Trustee Theresa Settles 

 

ASBENT:  Trustee Robert McCray 

 

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:  Manager Tom Mick, Deputy Police Chief Christopher Mannio, 

Deputy Police Chief Paul Winfrey, Deputy Fire Chief Tracy Natyshok, Deputy Village 

Manager/Finance Director Mary Dankowski, Assistant to Village Manager Denyse Carreras, 

Director of Economic Development and Planning Hildy Kingma, Director of 

Building/Community Development Larrie Kerestes, Recreation and Parks Supervisor Kevin 

Adams, Director of Public Relations Jason Miller, Health Department Nurse Vicki Green,  

Director of Public Works Roderick Ysaguirre, IT Coordinator Craig Kaufman, Assistant Director 

of Finance Sharon Floyd, and Sustainability Coordinator David Kotwasinski  

 

RECORDER:  Village Clerk Sheila McGann 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Gary Kopycinski, eNews Park Forest  

 

Roll Call  

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Ostenburg. Roll was called by Clerk 

McGann.  

 

1. A Resolution Authorizing the Village of Park Forest to execute the Subrecipient 

Agreement for a 2016 Cook County Community Development Block Grant 

Mayor Ostenburg stated that item #1 will be considered on tonight’s regular meeting agenda 

while items #2 and #3 will be on considered at a subsequent meeting.  Manager Mick reported 

that the Village was awarded a $200,000 2016 Cook County Community Development Block 

Grant allowing improvement of pedestrian cut-throughs.  The Village’s match for the grant is 

$74,000. Also, the Village may receive a credit from the AmeriCorps Volunteer work that was 

performed during the summer.  Director Kingma said that eight areas were chosen for 

improvement and the work will continue as far the money will go. Since bikes and pedestrians 

are encouraged, Mayor Ostenburg asked if there would be patrols by the Police as residents are 

concerned. Deputy Chief Mannio said that would be looked into especially the Rocket Circle and 

shopping center area.  Mayor Ostenburg asked if there were any questions from the Board.  

Trustee Brown commended the diligence of the staff for the work done to apply and receive the 

CDBG grant funds.  Mayor Ostenburg noted that CDBG funds work in the local communities 

and always are discussed with Congresswoman Kelly and our Senators.  This item will be on 

tonight’s regular meeting agenda.  

 



2 
 

 

 

2. 2016-2017 Street Salt Purchase 

Manager Mick stated that road salt prices are decreasing; the goal is to stock up for the next 

snow season.  Director Ysaguirre explained that the Village joins with other communities in the 

state bid process to purchase road salt at lower prices.  This year’s bid is lower than last year and 

under budget; he recommends purchasing at the low price and store the extra salt for next season.  

Mayor Ostenburg asked if there were any questions from the Board.  Hearing none, this item will 

be on the agenda at next week’s regular meeting. 

 

3. A Resolution Establishing the 2016 Village of Park Forest Legislative Agenda 

Manager Mick explained that the Village Board’s Legislative subcommittee met last week with 

Trustees Settles, Brown, and McCray and Mayor Ostenburg as members.  They looked at items 

to be considered at the county, state, and federal levels.  Mayor Ostenburg and Manager Mick 

explained the items listed on the 2016 Legislative Agenda which included property tax reform, 

public policy advocacy, and transportation/economic development.  Each of these items has a 

number of other interests included that are important to the residents of Park Forest. These items 

will continue to be discussed with our legislators at the next legislative breakfast in November.  

Mayor Ostenburg said there is no action on this item tonight but will be on the agenda for action 

at the next regular meeting.  

 

Mayor’s Comments 

Mayor Ostenburg dispensed with the comments section of the agenda until the Regular meeting 

but opened the floor to the visitors to comment on the items on the agenda.  
 

Manager’s Comments 

 

Trustee’s Comments 

 

Attorney’s Comments 

 

Clerk Comments 

 

Audience to Visitors 

None 

Adjournment 

This concluded the Special Rules Board meeting. 

There being no further business. Mayor Ostenburg called for a motion to adjourn.  Motion was 

made by Trustee Brandon, seconded by Trustee Brown and passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Ostenburg adjourned the rules meeting at 7:41 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila McGann 

Village Clerk 
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VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST 

 

Village Board Regular Meeting 

Monday, October 17, 2016 

Village Hall 7:00 p.m. 

 

M I N U T E S 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor John Ostenburg, Trustee Mae Brandon, Trustee JeRome Brown, 

Trustee Graham, Trustee O’Neill, and Trustee Theresa Settles 

 

ASBENT:  Trustee Robert McCray 

 

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:  Manager Tom Mick, Deputy Police Chief Christopher Mannio, 

Deputy Chief Paul Winfrey, Deputy Fire Chief Tracy Natyshok, Deputy Village 

Manager/Finance Director Mary Dankowski, Assistant to Village Manager Denyse Carreras, 

Director of Economic Development and Planning Hildy Kingma, Director of 

Building/Community Development Larrie Kerestes, Recreation and Parks Program Manager 

Kevin Adams, Director of Public Relations Jason Miller, Health Department Nurse Vicki Green, 

Director of Public Works Roderick Ysaguirre, IT Coordinator Craig Kaufman, Assistant Director 

of Finance Sharon Floyd, and Sustainability Coordinator David Kotwasinski  

 

RECORDER:  Village Clerk Sheila McGann 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Gary Kopycinski, eNews Park Forest  

 

Roll Call  

Meeting was called to order at 7:41 p.m. by Mayor Ostenburg. Roll was called by Clerk 

McGann.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Ostenburg led the Board and the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Reports of Village Officers 

Mayor  

Mayor Ostenburg talked about the Safe Road Amendment which will be on the November ballot. 

The south suburbs celebrated Manufacturing Day on October 5.  Due to a family matter, he was 

unable to attend the Fallen Firefighters Service and Parade.  He noted a number of other 

meetings he would be attending the following week.  The Village’s financial update will take 

place Saturday, October 22. 

 

Village Attorney 

None 

 

Village Manager  

Manager Mick reported on events held during Fire Prevention week including the 36th Annual 

Firefighters’ Service and Silent Parade, Open House at the Fire Department, and a live fire 
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demonstration.  He gave an update on the water main replacement in the area.  Information 

regarding the water main replacement included neon postcards on the homes involved, the 

Village website, and CODE RED notification.  He encouraged all residents to sign up for CODE 

RED to receive information regarding critical incidents in Park Forest.  EDAG will be accepting 

applications for the Business Person of the Year until the end of October.  The public is 

encouraged to attend the financial update on Saturday, October 22.   Safe Halloween/Trick or 

Treat times are 3-7 pm on October 31.  The Saturday Rules meeting is scheduled for November 

5.  The Veterans Commission will sponsor a program on Veterans Day, November 11 with the 

theme “Veterans Day, Present, Past, and Future.”  The 70th anniversary of the announcement of 

the planned development of Park Forest will be celebrated next Monday.  There will be a 

reception between the Rules Meeting and the Regular Meeting.   

 

Village Clerk 

Clerk McGann read information regarding election petitions for village trustees and library 

trustees for the 2017 election.  

 

Reports of Commission Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons 

Trustee Settles attended and enjoyed the Rich Township Fall Fashion show which benefitted the 

Rich Township Pantry.  

 

Trustee O’Neill reminded everyone that the nomination deadline for the Business Person of the 

Year is October 30.  The Park Forest Housing Authority will meet Thursday, October 20.  She 

added that the Twilight Parade and Service were very respectful.   

 

Trustee Graham said the Recreation and Parks Commission will meet Tuesday, October 18.  

 

Trustee Brandon was under the weather and unable to attend the Fallen Firefighters Service and 

Parade.  The Plan Commission met Tuesday, October 11; they are looking at a strategic land use 

plan for Hidden Meadows.  The Youth Commission met Wednesday, October 12, and are 

continuing to work on the Halloween program.  She encouraged those interested in volunteering 

to call Kevin Adams at Village Hall. 

 

Citizens Comments, Observations, Petitions 

None 

 

Motion: Approval of Consent 

Mayor Ostenburg called for a motion to approve the consent agenda. Approval of the consent 

agenda was moved by Trustee Brandon and seconded by Trustee O’Neill. Mayor Ostenburg 

asked if anyone wished any item to be removed from the consent agenda for further discussion. 

On the motion to approve the consent agenda, a roll call vote was called by Mayor Ostenburg. 

The consent agenda included the following items: 

 

CONSENT: 

1. Approve the Minutes of the Rules Meeting of September 6, 2016 and the Minutes of the 

Saturday Rules Meeting of October 1, 2016, the Minutes of the Special Rules Meeting of 

September 19, 2016 and the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 19, 2016 
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2. Adopt a Resolution Establishing Trick-or-Treating Hours in Park Forest 

 

3. Authorize the Mayor and the Village Clerk to execute and submit the 2016 Community 

Development Block Grant Agreement with the County of Cook 

 

4. Authorize the Manager and the Fire Chief to enter into an intergovernmental agreement 

with the Village of Flossmoor for a shared reserve fire engine program. 

 

5. Authorize the Manager to purchase quantitative fit testing equipment from OHD via the 

regional distributor AFC International, Inc.at a cost of $24,774; said expenditure will be 

paid from the Firefighters Grant of which $24,000 was allotted for the fit testing 

equipment, with the remainder of $773 to be from the department budget. 

 

The consent agenda was approved with the following results: 

Ayes: 6 

Nays: 0 

Absent: 1 

The consent agenda was adopted with six (6) ayes, no (0) nays and one (1) absent. 

DEBATABLE: 

 

6. Ordinance Authorizing the Donation of a Property at 234 Arcadia Street to the South 

Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority (FIRST READING) 

 

This item has had first reading and will be on the agenda at a subsequent meeting.  

 

7. Ordinance Authorizing the Donation of a Property at 44 Apache Street to the South 

Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority (FIRST READING) 
 

This item has had first reading and will be on the agenda at a subsequent meeting.  

 

Adjournment 

This concluded the Regular Board meeting. There being no further business, Mayor Ostenburg 

called for a motion to adjourn.  Motion was made by Trustee Brown, seconded by Trustee Settles 

and passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Ostenburg adjourned the regular meeting at 8:11 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila McGann 

Village Clerk 
 



MINUTES OF THE FINANCIAL UPDATE TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 

October 22, 2016 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor John Ostenburg; Trustees Mae Brandon, JeRome Brown, Tiffani Graham, 

Georgia O’Neill 

 

ABSENT:    Trustees Robert McCray, Theresa Settles 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Tom Mick, Village Manager; Mary Dankowski, Deputy Village 

Manager/Finance Director; Sharon Floyd, Assistant Finance Director; Denyse Carreras, Director 

of Personnel/Asst. to Village Manager (attended Veterans Commission 9:05-10:01); Jason 

Miller, Director of Communications/Asst. to Village Manager; Police Chief Pete Green; Deputy 

Police Chief Chris Mannino (departed 11:55 a.m.);Deputy Police Chief Paul Winfrey (departed 

11:55 a.m.); Fire Chief Bruce Ziegle; Jonathan Brown, IT (departed 9:48 a.m.); Larrie Kerestes, 

Director of Community Development (departed 9:55 a.m.); Jerry Martin, Code Enforcement 

Manager; Hildy Kingma, Director of Economic Development and Planning;  Sandra Zoellner, 

Assistant Director of Economic Development; Roderick Ysaguirre, Director of Public 

Works/Village Engineer; Nick Christie, Assistant Director of Public Works/Village Engineer 

(departed 11:55 a.m.); Dave Vavrek, Water Plant Manager (departed 11:55 a.m.); Rob Gunther, 

Director of Recreation and Parks; Kevin Adams, Recreation Manager; Jenise Ervin Director of 

Public Health; Marcia Dees, Financial Assistant; Sharon Bellino Facility Supervisor; Dave 

Kotwasinski, Sustainability Coordinator (departed 11:55 a.m.) 

 

VISITOR PRESENT:  Erika Pitts 

 

Mayor Ostenburg called the meeting to order at 8:15 a.m. in the Village of Park Forest Board 

room.  The roll was called. Manager Mick noted that the Board Meeting scheduled for 

November 7, 2016 was canceled.   

 

Preliminary Year-End Results (Agenda Packet pages 1-1 to 1-17) 

Finance Director Mary Dankowski presented the preliminary year-end results.  As the Village is 

in the middle of the audit, the figures are unaudited.  The Farmer’s Market numbers indicate a 

dip in vendor participation from last year. The Board asked Jason Miller to assist in marketing 

the event to potential vendors.   

 

Current Year Trends (Agenda Packet pages 2-1 to 2-20) 

Current Year Trends were reviewed.  The IRMA deductible is increasing.  There has been a 

change in employee health insurance co-pays.  Real estate sales are starting to recover with an 

upswing in sales prices. Houses are selling more quickly.  However, in the co-ops some people 

are walking away from their memberships.  Core vs. non-core services are continually examined. 

(Break 9:48 a.m. - 9:54 a.m.) 

 

Tax Levy Projections (Agenda Packet pages 3-1 to 3-16) 

The proposed tax levy was reviewed. Police and Fire pension funds balances are being impacted 

by increases in the mortality table.  At the six month financial review, Director Dankowski will 

likely recommend that if there are funds available in reserve over the anticipated three to four 

months, that some dollars will be transferred to the Police and Fire pension.  Overall, the 

proposed levy will have an increase of 2.2%, which includes the library.  The first reading is the 

last meeting in November, with a public hearing on December 5 and adoption on December 12. 

 

 



Public Works Projects (Agenda Packet pages 4-1 to 4-15) 

DPW Director Ysaguirre reported that salt prices have dropped from $109/ton to $44/ton. 

Alternative ways to manage snow are being investigated due to the chloride rule. There is a 

November 4 bid opening for anticipated work to be done in the spring.  Recommendations 

regarding the twin culvert project near Area J, Garden House and Lain Sullivan will be presented 

to the Board with the work to be done in the summer. Over 300 applications have been received 

for rain barrels.  The program runs through the end of the year.  Village Manager Mick informed 

the Board of discussions with Continental Midland (unincorporated on South Western Avenue) 

for a water main extension.  South Western Avenue is an area that has value in exploring.  It is 

possible to annex the property that is contiguous.  Commercial or industrial development would 

be pursued.  Staff is working on acquiring the old Rickets property.  Economic Development 

would work with homeowners to hook onto the new water service.  Options regarding increased 

use of the Route 30 commuter parking lot will be discussed. 

 

Economic Development Update (Agenda Packet pages 5-1 to 5-7) 

Ms. Bellino provided an update of the DownTown businesses.  Director Kingma provided grant 

information on the demolition/deconstruction of abandoned properties.  In Eastgate, the Village 

owns 30 vacant lots, the landbank owns 11-12, 67 houses have been demolished, and 14 more 

homes are in the process. Deputy Chief Winfrey added that overall calls for service in Eastgate 

have decreased by 12%. Assistant Director Zoellner provided updates on other businesses within 

the Village.  (Break 11:55 a.m. – 12:04 p.m.) 

 

Recreation and Parks Update (Agenda Packet pages 6-1 to 6-10) 

Director Gunther informed the Board of the neighborhood meeting to discuss Murphy Park.  The 

R&P Advisory Board is in the process of updating the master park plan.  The Village Green 

project will be re-bid.  Parking lots will be resurfaced at the Village Hall, Aqua Center, Tennis & 

Health Club, and Library (funding their own project).  Membership numbers at the Aqua Center 

were encouraging.  Fee structures for park permits, the Aqua Center and trips were discussed. 

The school district relinquished the use of the rec center to the Village.  The AmeriCorps 

volunteers painted the entire interior of the building.  Staff will determine what capital projects 

need to be undertaken at the facility.  An Athletics Roundtable will meet once per quarter to 

better serve the needs of the children.  This is Freedom Hall’s 40th anniversary. 

 

2016/2017 Board Goals – Year 3 of 5 Year Goals (Agenda packet pages 7-1 to 7-27) 

The Board Goals Update was provided by Manager Mick. Highlights include the Village’s 

Complete Streets Policy being awarded the 3rd best policy in the US by Smart Growth America; 

the Unified Development Ordinance; the bike and pedestrian plan; DPW partnered with Service 

Line Warranties to provide sewer warranties to residents; core vs. non-core services are being 

analyzed; Green Initiatives are expanding at the Fire Department; the STAR Community Rating 

System awarded the Village recognition as a 3 Star Community; the benefits realized from the 

work done by the AmeriCorps volunteers; R&P continues to partner with organizations to 

achieve innovative recreational programming; the Civic Leadership Academy has 22 participants 

this year; staff continues to work with SSMMA and Select Chicago Southland; the Police 

Department now has a Homeless Liaison.    

 

Trustee Brown moved for adjournment; second by Trustee Graham.  The meeting was adjourned 

at 1:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dolores DuBois 
 

NOTE:  Additional background information regarding this meeting can be found in the Agenda Packet available on the Village’s web site. 



VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES SATURDAY RULES MEETING 

November 5, 2016 

 

PRESENT: Mayor John Ostenburg, Trustee JeRome Brown, Trustee Tiffani Graham,   

Theresa Settles 

 

ABSENT: Trustee Mae Brandon, Trustee Robert McCray, Trustee Georgia O’Neill 

 

ALSO PRESENT:   Rob Gunther, Director of Recreation and Parks, Sandra Black, Deputy 

        Village Clerk 

 

GUESTS: None 

 

Mayor John Ostenburg called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 

 

Rob Gunther, Director of Recreation and Parks shared the results of a survey by the National 

Recreation and Park Association in which he participated.   

 

He also noted that a volunteer is working on a cost study project by reviewing costs at the 

various facilities and the expenses.  There was general discussion on general fund support and 

generated revenue. Director Gunther said he hoped to have more details in February.   

 

In response to Mayor Ostenburg’s question about invasive plants at the Wetlands, Director 

Gunther said cattails have been taking over and he said they thrive in about 18 inches of water.  

Director Gunther explained how he had lowered the water level, but now it is too dry and other 

plants were lost.  After consultation, it has been agreed to not stop the flow of water and have the 

area mowed more often, plus being more aggressive in controlling the cattails. 

 

Rob Gunther shared how Recreation and Parks started from volunteers in urban areas creating 

park settings which later, cities took on the maintenance of these parks. He said the challenge is 

that most Recreation and Parks departments or districts are still following the urban plan, but in a 

suburban setting.  

 

Trustee JeRome Brown motioned to adjourn the meeting at 11:10 a.m.  The motion was 

seconded by Trustee Tiffani Graham.  All in favor.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandra Black, Deputy Clerk 



Special Rules Meeting Minutes 

Village Board Legislative Breakfast 

Village of Park Forest 

Village Hall Board Room                                            

Monday, November 12, 2016 

 

1.   Call meeting to order and Roll Call 

Mayor John Ostenburg called the meeting to order at 9:15 AM. A visual roll call was taken. 

Present: Trustees Mae Brandon, Georgia O’Neill, Tiffani Graham, JeRome Brown, Robert 

McCray (9:20 AM), Congresswoman Robin Kelly, State Senator Toi Hutchinson, State 

Representative Al Riley, State Representative Anthony DeLuca, Village Manager Tom Mick 

 

2. Discussion Items 

Mayor Ostenburg provided an overview of the Village’s process for establishing a legislative 

agenda. From there, issues of specific deliberation included the following legislative agenda items:   

 

 The Village requests that legislation be considered which would force tax-delinquent 

commercial or industrial property owners to pay their tax obligations without the ease or 

option of walking away from the property. Tax delinquent property owners currently have 

the ability to abandon a parcel of land after having not paid taxes for a long period of time 

while still reaping economic benefits during this timeframe. If a municipality secures the 

property through the no-cash bid process, an assessment should be done comparing the 

owed amount in tax delinquency compared to the value of the property.  

 The way taxes are collected in Cook County at present penalizes communities that are poor 

in industrial and commercial properties, while rewarding those that have an abundance of 

such parcels. Legislative action is required in order to remedy this situation. Legislators are 

encouraged to support legislation what would create a pilot program in the south suburbs 

based on the research that is forthcoming. 

 The Village of Park Forest favors legislation to provide for some form of regional sales tax 

revenue sharing. The Village’s position is that the larger portion of the local sales tax 

revenue should go to the community where the generating business is located, in order to 

accommodate infrastructure costs, etc., but that a significant portion likewise should be 

distributed to all municipalities based on population, such as is done with the motor fuel 

tax. 

 The residents of the South Suburbs are without a Level I Trauma Center. Regional and 

State, perhaps even Federal, Support is needed in developing a solution.  Park Forest and 

southland residents and their children are as valuable as are the men, women, and children 

of the West Suburbs or the North Suburbs where there is an abundance of Level I Trauma 

Centers.  

 With a structured increase in minimum wage established by the State of Illinois some years 

ago, a classified exemption was eliminated as relates to summer/seasonal recreational 

positions typically staffed using high school or college students. The Village urges the 

State to create an exemption which provides relief from paying minimum wage for high 

school and college students engaged in temporary/seasonal employment.   

 Park Forest urges that any legislation relating to municipal employee benefits, including 

pension benefits, allow for some levels of control by the employing local government (e.g., 

to be included in collective bargaining).  Also, the Village encourages legislators to 

consider parity between the benefits conveyed through public safety pension plan and 

those offered to other municipal employees through IMRF.   



 The Village supports legislation that any referendum to reverse home rule status, in order 

to pass, must be approved by no less than 60 percent of those persons casting votes in said 

referendum.  

 As part of its ongoing efforts to promote long-term sustainability, the Village of Park 

Forest supports legislation to provide financial incentives to collaborative efforts among 

local units of government that create public transportation systems to serve local residents. 

The Village also seeks increases in 1) the numbers of bus routes; 2) the operating hours of 

busses; and/or 3) dial-a-ride options that are available to the public, especially the working 

public.  

 

3. Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned without objection at 10:40 AM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Tom Mick, Village Manager  



VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  John A. Ostenburg, Mayor 

  Village Board of Trustees 

 

FROM: Thomas K. Mick, 

  Village Manager 

 

DATE: November 14, 2016 

 

RE: A RESOLUTION HONORING ED PAESEL FOR HIS DISTINGUISED 

AND DEDICATED SERVICE AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR THE 

SOUTH SUBURBAN MAYORS AND MANAGERS ASSOCIATION 

 

BACKGROUND/ DISCUSSION: 

After 17 years of service to the south suburbs, Executive Director Ed Paesel is retiring from the 

South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association. The attached Resolution recognizes his 

service and wishes him well in his retirement.   

 

SCHEDULE FOR CONSIDERATION: 

This issue will be on the Consent Agenda of the November 21st Regular Meeting for Board 

consideration and approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A RESOLUTION HONORING ED PAESEL FOR HIS 

DISTINGUISED AND DEDICATED SERVICE AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

FOR THE SOUTH SUBURBAN MAYORS AND MANAGERS ASSOCIATION 

 

WHEREAS, Ed Paesel began his tenure as only the second Executive Director of the South 

Suburban Mayors and Managers Association in May 2000; and  

 

WHEREAS, as a life-long resident of the south suburbs which included attending Bloom 

Township High School, Ed was eventually inducted into the school’s Hall of 

Fame; and  

 

WHEREAS,  Ed Paesel continued his educational growth with a bachelor’s degree in 1971 and 

a master’s degree in 1973, both of which were bestowed upon him by Illinois 

State University; and   

 

WHEREAS,  prior to becoming the Executive Director with SSMMA, Ed’s home community 

of Sauk Village elected him into public office for 16 years, the last 12 as Mayor, 

all of which provided him a solid familiarity on the scope of issues facing elected 

officials and local governments; and   

 

WHEREAS, during his tenure with SSMMA, Ed Paesel was appointed to a multitude of posts 

including, among others, the METRA Board of Directors, the Access to Care 

Board of Directors, the Cook County Workforce Investment Board and the Land 

Use Committee for the Chicago Metropolitan Agency on Planning; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ed was selected to be on multiple gubernatorial transition teams representing the 

south suburbs; and  

 

WHEREAS, during his tenure as Executive Director, the South Suburban Mayors and 

Managers Association saw growth in the services provided to member 

communities and exponential increases of intergovernmental collaboration with 

the keen understanding that funding agencies place great value in financially 

supporting multi-jurisdictional projects rather than stand-alone community 

endeavors. Collaborative efforts included the creation of such outgrowth 

organizations as the South Suburban Housing Collaborative, the Chicago 

Southland Economic Development Corporation, the South Suburban Landbank 

Development Authority and Chicago Southland Fiber Network; and   

 

 WHEREAS, under Ed Paesel’s term as Executive Director, SSMMA was a catalyst for literally 

tens of millions of dollars in grant funding coming to the benefit of member 

municipalities and their collective 700,000 citizens; and  

 

 

 

 



WHEREAS, along the way, numerous accolades and recognitions were made of Ed’s 

dedication as he provided sound guidance and steady support to Mayors and 

Managers alike, doing so in a manner that led to his being well respected across 

the membership and being held in high regard by state and national legislators in 

addition to other Councils of Government and regional entities.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village 

of Park Forest that Ed Paesel is offered the warmest and most sincere appreciation of Park Forest 

and its residents for his years of excellent service to the southland. BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED that his service improved the quality of the life across the south suburbs. BE IT 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village of Park Forest wishes Ed a long, happy and healthy 

retirement during which he enjoys his many interests.  

 

Resolved this _______ day of _________________ 2016. 

 

 

______________________     ___________________________ 

Mayor       Clerk 
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