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VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

SPECIAL RULES MEETING/BUDGET REVIEW 

May 9, 2016 

 

PRESENT: Village Mayor John Ostenburg; Village Trustees Mae Brandon, JeRome Brown, 

Tiffani Graham, Georgia O’Neill, Theresa Settles, Rob McCray (6:18);  Village 

Manager Tom Mick; Deputy Village Manager/Finance Director Mary 

Dankowski; Assistant Finance Director Sharon Floyd; Director of Community 

Development Larrie Kerestes; Executive Director of the Park Forest Housing 

Authority Geraldine Dupaty; Code Enforcement Officer  Jerry Martin; Director of 

Economic Development and Planning Hildy Kingma; DownTown Property 

Manager Sharon Bellino 

 

ABSENT:  Deputy Clerk Sandra Black and Assistant Finance Director Stephanie Rodas 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Ostenburg called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  Roll call was taken and a quorum 

established. 

  

Director of Community Development Larrie Kerestes led the following discussions:  

 Community Development/Housing:  Information was shared about the proposed budget 

changes with the staffing, and the housing choice voucher program. Park Forest has 159 of 

its own vouchers out of the 177.  Village Manager Tom Mick discussed the HUD rule, the 

administration fees, and mentioned that the overseeing authority would get 100% of the 

administrative fees. The concern about the large number of port ins was discussed: Park 

Forest has 485 portables, when 17-20 should be administered.   

 

Real Estate Transfer Stamps in 2015 totaled $225,558, due to the Central Park Apartments. 

The March report shows that vacant housing numbers are down.  The vacant houses are at 

500, and  foreclosures are at 581. Housing sales are slightly up.  Grass cutting  season is 

here.  Last  year over 500  properties of abandoned and vacant yards were maintained by Park 

Forest, because they  couldn't  get the banks to do it.   Notices and citations for owner 

occupied properties are  issued, and those grasses are not cut.  For vacant properties, 

citations are issued.  Then, grass cutting is done, if necessary.  Seven more properties are 

targeted for demolition this year.  Last year the village obtained around $2M in grants.   The 

Sound Litigation Program ended   (west of western), and 81 properties took  advantage  of 

the program.  

 

 Questions/Discussions were raised:  

 Re: the pilot program and the software:  The software doesn't appear to be advantageous 

for Park Forest. 

 Next year $70K will need to be transferred to support operations. 

 Accumulation of vehicles on 16th & Orchard is a Code Enforcement issue.  The owner 

has too many vehicles.  He does realize that there is a problem.  It was mentioned that we 
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may want to lease him some space in the parking lot.  He has to move out the junk 

vehicles. Vehicles must be in striped parking spaces, but per the new ordinance, the 

storage duration has increased to 20 days. 

 In April, a New Electrical Contractor was hired, who recommended that the ordinance is 

changed regarding the electrical grounding. 

  A letter was sent out regarding an ordinance relating to electrical grounding issues, from 

a previous Electrical Inspector.  Per Larrie Kerestes, the current grounding rods are 

acceptable.  It's a non issue.   

 Solar Panels were discussed.  Buyers should decide solar conversion.   

 

End of Larrie Kerestes' Report 

 

 

Director of Economic Development and Planning Hildy Kingma discussed the following: 

 Capital Projects 

  The Abandoned Property Program and expenses were discussed. Two more houses are  

  ready to be demolished and the attorney is working on six abandoned property deeds.    

  Money was moved around to put more in for legal svcs. Eighty lots are being maintained. 

 

 Economic Development 

   Topics that were mentioned include: Goals for upcoming fiscal year; They are working  

  with Front Line Realty and 211th street TOD; Home owners association; Black Hawk   

  Plaza area has a potential buyer; There is money in the budget to continue to support the  

  Maker Lab. (There are opportunities for teens); There is a fresh interest from Developers  

  being interested in Park Forest;  They will be applying again for the SBA grant.  

  

 Planning Projects  

  Discussions were held about the following:  

  Hidden Meadows; Closing of the University Park Golf Course; Plans to Engage an    

  Engineering firm to give a concept plan regarding extending utilities; There is a need to  

  obtain the data for building the utilities, to understand what it would entail; Also, there's a 

  concern for doing research, and then being overbid for buying property, like what    

  happened with the Golf  Course and University Park;   

 

  There were general dialogues about the following: Revisions to the UDO; Revised zoning 

  section;  There will be public outreach to the neighborhood and significant outreach to the 

  businesses;  The Sustainability Budget and the 25K line item is available for businesses, as 

  well as residences, who want to do green infrastructures;  The goal is to defray the cost to 

  home owners and businesses for improvements, by providing incentive  money for    

  improvements. 

 

  Neighborhood Stabilization: They must continue to identify problem properties for demo  

  or rehab.  Seven properties were posted for notice for demolition. Hildy Kingma thinks  

  that another round of abandoned property program money is coming available soon. 

 

  Next 2 years: Planned Commission would like to do another Visioning Session for    

  redevelopment of  the Eastgate neighborhood, but in the mean time the plan is to work on 

  getting the people engaged in the community. 
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  John Ostenburg's  Concern:  The average selling price for Park Forest is less than other  

  suburban areas.  The average selling price includes cooperatives, which may be bringing  

  the average down.  There is a need to look into what the makeup is that is used to get      

  the average selling price. 

  In a discussion that Hildy Kingma had with a Realtor, the Realtor mentioned that it's 

 harder to sell homes in Park Forest due to the taxes. 

  It was further discussed that: Park Forest taxes have been the same for years; Investors are 

  helping Park Forest to decrease the number of  vacancies, which potentially would have  

  turned into demolitions; Perception sells much greater than reality;  

 

 Community Relations 

  Evelyn Sterling spends a lot of her time outreaching to the community and offering    

  programs for other departments to showcase the work that they do. She has events at   

  Freedom Hall, Aqua Center, Dining on the Green etc. She's starting a block club on Ridge 

  Rd.  to get people out of their homes, and talking to each other, to create that sense of   

  community. Within the next year, she's starting to broaden cultural awareness efforts,  

  where every month there will be recognition (i.e. Disability, Asian, and Awareness    

  months).  They are starting small (with posters etc.), and will also be recognizing village  

  key historical facts. 

  Tom Mick mentioned the August 2 event which would spill over into Central Park. 

  The Leadership Academy will continue to be supported. 

 

End of Hildy Kingma's Report 

 

 

Sharon Bellino led the discussion for the following items: 

 Property Taxes: Property Taxes were discussed: There was no tax bill in March because 

new pins were given; Last Phase for Building 1 Clean Up is complete.  Building 7 will be 

completed next; We are at about 70% occupied; A new Beauty Salon will be moving in; 

The Veterans Closet has relocated to another area in Park Forest; The Food Co op space 

is empty and we are looking for tenancy for it;  

   

    The Redevelopment dollars show that the Village of Park Forest has contributed 23% of 

    the total dollars for the downtown area, which is a  13% return on our investment;  

   

    Retail activity in the area is based on  perception; When there are Mainstreet and    

    Summer madness events, the crowds come. 

 

 Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) 

    Abatement and TIF were discussed. Extension for the TIF is being looked into. 

 

Other Items for Discussions: No potential tenants for the movie theatre; There's a need to support 

the Mens Clothing Store for business; Earth in Motion is a new fitness business. 

 

End of Sharon Bellino's Report 

 

Mayor John Ostenburg  mentioned that In Indiana, Municipalities can collect local income taxes, 

but not in IL.  He also discussed the property tax freeze. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Mayor Ostenburg motioned to adjourn. Trustee JeRome Brown 

seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at     

8:05 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sharon M. Elliott 

Recording Secretary 

(Engineer, MBA, Real Estate Broker) 


